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CHRONOLOGY 

OF THE YEAR'S LESSONS. 
OLD TESTAMENT. 

B.a 

The Creadon — 

Adam and Eye created •••• 4004 

The Fall 40C4 

IKnith of Adam ■• • • . 3074 

Birth of Noah . .^ 2948 

The Flood 2348 

The Confusion of Tongues 2247 

Death of Noah 1098 

Birth of Abram 1996 

Birth of Barai 1987 

Abram's family migrates from Ur to Haran .... 1926 

Abram call^l ; migrates to Canaan . . . . • . 1921 

Abram defeats the allied kings 1913 

The Covenant with Abram 1912 

The Covenant renewed (circumcision ; names changed) , • 1898 

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 1898 

Birth of Isaac 1897 

Abraham tempted to slay Isaac 1872? 

Death of Sarah 1860 

Marriage of Isaac and Rebekah . 1857 

Birth of Esau and Jacob 1837 

Death of Abraham 1822 

Jacob deceives Isaac ; escapes to Fadan-aram .... 1760 

Birth of* Joseph 1745 

Jacob returns; wrestles with the Angel; is named Israel . 1740 

Joseph sold into Egypt 1728 

Deatn of Isaac; Joseph, in prison, interprets dreams of butler 

and baker 1717 

Joseph interprets Pharaoh's dreams; is made ruler of Egypt . 1715 

Jacob removes into Egypt 1706 

Death of Jacob 1689 

Death of Joseph 1635 

Birth of Moses 1571 

The Exodus ; the Law given at Sinai 1491 

I>eath of Moses 1451 

The Conquest of Canaan 1450 

The period of the Judges 1416-1105 

Samuel n_.J8 the people 1105-1095 

Saul made king 1095 

The reign of David 1065-1015 

The First Temple dedicated 1005 

The Kingdom divided 976 

The Kingdom of Israel continues until (Samaria destroyed) . 723 
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B.C. 

The Kingdom of Judah continues until (Jeruealem destroyed), 688 
The Second Temple dedicated (after the Captivity) . . . 616 

Nehemiah governor of Jerusalem 445-433 

Herod (the Great) king of Judsaa 37-4 

NEW TESTAMENT.* 

The Gknealogy of Christ • . . 

Birthof John the Baptist; events antecedent to Christ's Birth . 5 
Birth of Christ (December?) ........ 5 

A.D. 
The Ministry of John the Baptist begun . . . • .28 

TbeBaptismof Christ (January?) 27 

The Temptation of Christ (forty days following Baptism) . .27 
The Ministry of Christ begun (at once after Temptation) . . 27 
The Crucifixion of Christ (April 7) 80 

* See Dictionaiy, 180. 

PRONUNCIATION 
OF THE YEAR'S PROPER NAMES. 

CNames marked thus (*), do not api)ear in, but belong with, ttie Lessons. ] 

A. B6th.sa'i-da E'gj^t 

^f^jel BllTiah E-gj^'tlans 

A-blm'e.l6€h C E-li'as (*E-li'jah) 

A^ra-ham, or A'bram CsBs-a-re'a Phl-Up'pi J-U-e'zer 

Ad'ara Cain E'phra-Im 

Am'o-riteB Ca'naan (ka'nan) ^-^'i^ (e-za'yas) a 

A'ner Ca'naan-ite (-nan-) *^'^'^ a-za'ya) 

►Ar'a-r&t Ca-per'na-Gm ^'®»^ 

Ar.«he-la'ufl JBhal-dees' ^'^®^ 

As'e-nath £JhCd-or-la'o.mer Esb'cdl 

£Jho-ra'2ln Eu-phra'te. 



^- JBHBiST *^^« 



G. 



Bar-jo'na D, 

Be'er-she-ba Da-mSs'cus ^'^'^^ 

♦Ben'ja-mln j.^ *G6n'e-sla 

•Be'ra [ny)*DoUan g^''^^ 

*B6th.ab'a.ra (*B6tha. &er'ge-8ene» 

BSth'gl E. Geth-sgmVne 

B^thle-hem E'den GU'e-ad 
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•CK}l'go.fhs 


L. 


POtl-pbar 


Go-mi$r'rah 


L5t 


Po-tXph'6-nh 


ao'shen 


Lfiz 


R. 


H. 


M. 


Ba'cbel 


Hal 


Ma'chlr 


Ba'ma 


H&m 


H&oi'tdou 


Ba-me'sSa 


Ha'ran 


MSm're 


Re-ho'boUi 


He^rew (-brtt) 


Ma-n&s'seh 


Beu'ben 


Hd'bron 
Hgr'od 


Ma'ry 
*Mftt'thew (mftth'thu) 


8. 


ndl)ah 


Mel-chXz'e-dgk 


SSd'du-oeea 


I. 


Mld'i-an-itea 


Saaem 


Mo'reh 


Sa'rai (.ra) (*8a'nb) 


I'saac (I'zak) 


lio-ri'ah 


Ba'tan 


Ish'ma-el-itea 


Md'ses 


Bha'veh 


Xs'ra^ 


ShSm 


J- 


N. 


Sr«hem 


NSz-a-rene' 


Bi'don 


J&b'bok 

Ja'cob 

Jamea 


Naz'a-rSth 
No'ah 


Bi'mon 
Blt'nah 
Bdd'om 


Ja'peth 


0. 


Bdl'o-mon 


•Jb-ho'vah 


6n 




Je-hoVah-ji'reh 




T. 


JSr-e-mi'aa, or J6r'e- ^• 


Te'rah 


my (*J€r-e-mi'ah) 


*Pa-dan-a'ram 


Tyre 


Je-ru'ea-lSm 


♦PJU'es-tine 


' 


Je'sus 


Fe-nu'el, or Pe-ni'el 


u. 


Jews Qub) 


Per'iz-zitea 


Ur. 


J6hn aSn) 


Pe'ter 


VIP 


Jor'dan 


Pha'raoh (fi'ro) 


z. 


Jo'seph 


Ph&r'i-aeea 


Z&ph'-naUi-pa-a-iiS'ah 


Ja-d»'a, or Ju'da 


Phl-Ua'tine 


Z^'e-dee 


Ju'dah 


•Pon'tl.iuB(.aM.xis)PI' 


• Zn'itali 


Ju'daa 


late 


Zd'ar 



a, S, !, 5, u, y, long ; ft, 6, 1, 5, t&, ft thort; fSx\ dg; rjide; 
•» «]i, a< k; gat in get. 
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GEOGRAPHY 

OF THE YEAR'S LESSONS. 
INames marked tbus (*), do not appear In, bnt bdong with, tlie lesRona.] 

OLD TESTAMENT. 



^Ararat 

Beer-sheba 

Bethel 

Canaan 

Damascus 

Dan 
*Dothan 

Eden, Garden of 

Egypt 
♦Egypt, Capital of 

Egypt, Biver of 

Euphrates 
•Qorar 

Gerar, Valley of 

Gilead 

Gomorrah 

Gk>Bhen 

Hal 



Haran 

Hebron 
♦Hebron, Vale of 

Hobah 

Jabbok 

Jehovah-jireh 

Jordan 

Jordan, Plain of 

Luz [of 

Mamre," Plain ''(Oaks) 

Moreh," Plain "(Oak) 

Moriah, Laud of [of 

Moriah, Mountain of 

On 
♦Padan-aram 

Peniel, or Penuel 

Plain, aties of the 

Barneses 



Balem 

Shaveh, Valley of 

Sichem, Place of 

Sodom 

Ur 

Zoar 

J*eopU0t tie. : 

Amorites 

Oanaanites; 

Chaldees 

Egyptians 

Hebrew 

Ishmaelites 

Israel 

Midianites 

Perizzites 

Philistines 



NEW TESTAMENT. 



•** Bethabara *' (♦Betha- Gethsemane 
Bethlehem [ny^Goigotha 

Bethsaida 
CflBsarea Philippi 
Capernaum 
Chorazin 
Eu8t, The 
E}fjT>t 
Galilee 



Galilee, Sea of [of the Nazareth 
Gergesenes, Country^Olives, Mount of 



♦Palestine 
Rama 
Israel, Land of Sidon 

Jerusalem Sodom 

Jordan [about Tyre 

Jordan, Region round 
Judaea, or Juda PeopUSt etc. : 

♦Judaea beyond Jordan Gergesenes 
Judsea, Wilderness of Israel 

Jews 
NazareiM 
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FIRST QUARTER: 
JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH. 



LESSON I. : JANUARY 4. 



THE INFANT MESSIAH. 

Dally Beadingrs.— MoN.: Matt. 2: 1-12.— Tu.: Isa. 0: 1-7.— 
Wbd. : Luke 1 : 46^5. — Th. : Luke 2 : 8-20. — Fri. : Luke 2 : 26-86. 
—Sat. : John 1 : 1-6, 0-14. —Sun. : Num. 24 : 12-25. 

Matt. 2: 1-12.] Tbe liesson. [Ck>mmit w. 7-12. 



1. Now when JesuB was bom 
in Bethlehem of Judna in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the 
east to Jerusalem, 

2. Saying, Where is he that 
1b bom Eling of the Jews? for 
we have seen his star in the east, 
and are come to worship him. 

3. When Herod the king had 
heard these thing a^ he was 
troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him. 

4. And when he had gathered 
all the chief priests and scribes 
of the people together, he dc- 
luauded of them where Christ 
should be bom. 

5. And they said unto him, In 
Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus 
it is written by the prophet, 

6. And thon Bethlehem, in 



the land of Juda, art not the 
least among the princes of Juda : 
for out of thee shall come a 
Governor, that shall rule my 
people Israel. 

7. Then Herod, when he had 
privily called the wise men, in- 
quired of them diligently what 
time the star appeared. 

8. And he sent them to Beth- 
lehem, and said, Go and search 
diligently for the young child; 
and when ye have found Aim, 
bring me word again, that I may 
come and worship him also. 

9. When they had heard the 
king, they departed ; and, lo, the 
star, which they saw in the east, 
went before them, till it came 
and stood over where the young 
ch^ was. 

10. When fhey saw the attir. 
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presented unto him gifts; gold 
and frankincense, and myrrh. 

12. And being warned of God 
in a dream that they should not 
return to Herod, they departed 
into their own countzy another 
way. 



they rejoiced with exceeding 
great joy. 

11. IT And when they were 
come into the house, they saw 
the young child with Mary ids 
mother, aud fell dqwn, and wor- 
shipped him: and when they 
had opened their treasures, they 

Golden Text. — Fob ukto us a child is born, xtsto tjs a 
SON is giysn. (Isa^ 9 : 6.) 

Analysis.— Topic: The Rlgrimage and Worship of Wise Men 
from the East.—!. Their CJoming (v. 1). 2. Their Errand (v. 2). 
8. The Consternation Caused by them among the Jews (w. 3-8). 4. 
Their Arrival, Joy and Worship (w. 9-11). 6. Their Plight (v. 12). 

Notes. —Tihb: B.C. 4 (180). — Contemp. Hist.: 216lik 
— Connection: The lessons of the coming half-year will 
be from Matthew's Gospel (1549 220). This lesson la 
peculiar to Matt. It has been preceded by : 1. Christ's 
genealogy (ch. 1: 1-17; 181); 2. Some circumstances of 
his birth (ch. 1: 18-25; 183, 183). — Place: Bethlehem 
(53), Jerusalem (68). — Circumstances: After the pres- 
entation in the Temple (Luke 2: 22), because immedi* 
ately followed by the Flight into Egypt; hence at least 
40 days after Christ's birth (Lev. 12: 2-4, 6); perhaps late 
winter ; possibly as the parents are about to return to 

Nazareth. Veb. 1: 20T, 182, 53, 72, 121, 185, 68.— 

Ver. 2: 207, 184. In the east : either eastern part of sky, 
or their eastern home. To worship him : after the Oriental 
manner of recognizing a new king. — Vek. 3: Troubled: 
Herod, because he was a foreigner and reigned by Roman 
assistance (not born kinr/), and because of his crimes; cUl 
Jervsalem, because fearing that times already bloody 
would be made bloodier by seditions in behalf of the new 
king. The impression was general that the Messiah's 
coming would be attended by tribulations. —Ver. 4: 215e, 
c ; 207. Demanded of them : as learned in religious mat- 
*^r8. — VsB. 5: The prophet: Micah (5: 2). —Ver. 6: 207 
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66* A paraphrase. Princes : The tribes were divided into 
families, which had leaders, or princes^ and special resi- 
dences. Bethlehem was one such residence, and not the 
least, — Veb. 7: Privily: Herod was noted for secrecy and 
mystery. Diligently: rather, 'accurately*. What time, 
etc.: rather, 'the time of the star which apx>eared' (he 
would know its exact date, perhaps that he might decide 
the age of the children to be slain, v. 16). — Veb. 8: En- 
tirely insincere; but he guided them aright (Ps. 76: lOf.c). 
— Veb. 9 : Stood over where : whether the town or the 
house, is not indicated (184).— Yeb. 11: 123, 104, 106* 
House : not the stable (Luke 2: 7). Joseph appears not to 
have been present. Both facts agree with its being now 
several weeks after Christ's birth. Treasures: rather, 
* chests ' or * bales '. Early Christian fathers held that the 
gold was for the King, the frankincense for the Ood, and 
the myrrh for his burial. They were, however, simply 
gifts lit for royalty.— Ver. 12: 206, 218. God thwarted 
Herod, after he had used him (Ps. 76: 10 I.e.). 

(taestions. — Tell something about Matthew and his 
G ospel ? What has preceded this lesson ? Year of Christ's 
birth ? How long after his birth did the Wise Men arrive ? 
Who were they? Why was Herod <row feted? Why were 
the Jews ? What prophet had foretold the birthplace of 
Christ? Recite his prophecy (Mic. 5: 2)? Meaning of 
diligently (v. 7) ? Why privily and diligently f How did 
God make Herod help the Wise Men? How did God 
hinder the Wise Men from helping Herod ? How did the 
Wise Men feel when they reached Bethlehem ? What did 
they do ? What did they give ? Tell what you can about 
the name Jesus? About Bethlehem? About Herod? 
About the chief priests? About the scribes? About 
M!ary ? About frankincense ? About myrrh r 

Truths. — 1. That God attended Christ's birth with 
appropriate supernatural events. 2. That those events 
did not overlook the heathen world. 3. That God is not 
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limited in the ways in which he speaks to men (he spoke to 
the "Wise Men through astrology as truly as to the scribes 
through the O. T.). Ijessoiis. — 1. That God is no re- 
specter of persons (Acts 10: 34, 35). 2. That sin makes 
the best of news seem bad (v. 3). 3. That large knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures cannot of itself make men good 
(w. 4-6). 4. That God uses and thwarts 
bad men (w. 8, 12). 5. That finding Christ 
is exceeding great joy, 6. That its proper 



To be faitcn- 
ed as nails in 
a sure place. 



sequence is worship and service. Catechism. — Q. 21: 

Who is the Redeemer of God's elect ? A. : The only 
Redeemer of God's elect, is the Lord Jesus Christ, who, 
being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so waa 
and continueth to be God and man, in two distinct na- 
tures, and one person, forever. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Matthew's Gospel: When, for whom, 
and with what object, written? 2. Its character and pecaliarities. 
8. True view of the genealogies in Matthew and Luke. 4. Point out 
four classes of divine manifestations which attended Christ's birth : 
their significance and mutual relations. 6. Give an account of the 
other Magi of the Bible. 6. Whence were these, and why in a mood 
(w. 2, 10) for their pilgrimage? 7. State and compare the leading 
views concerning the &tar in the East. 8. Bellgious condition of 
Judaea at the time of Christ's birth. 



LESSON n. : JANUARY 11. 

THE FLIGHT INTO- EGYPT. 

I>ai1y Readings. — Mon. : Matt. 2 : 13-23. ~ Tu. : Gen. 87 : 18^ 
— Wbd.: Gen. 46: 1-7, 26-30.-— Th.: Gen. 47: 1-12.— Fbi.: Ex. 
12 : 29-42. — Sat. : Ps. 105. — Sun. : Pealms 2 and 91. 

Matt. 2 : 13-23.] The Lesson. . [Commit w. 16-20. 

13. And when they were de- i Lord appeareth to Joseph in a 
parted, behold, the angel of the I dream, saying, Arise, and take 
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fhe yormg child and his mother, 
and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there until I bring thee word: 
for Herod will seek the young 
child to destroy him. 
*14. When he arose, he took 
the young child and his mother 
by night, and departed into 
Egypt: 

15. And was there until the 
death of Herod: that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken of 
the Lord by the prophet, saying. 
Out of Egypt have I called my 
•on. 

16. If ThenHerodfWhenhesaw 
that he was mocked of the wise 
men, was exceeding wroth, and 
sent forth, and slew all the chil- 
dren that were in Bethlehem, and 
in all the coasts thereof, from 
two years old and under, accord- 
ing to the time which he had 
diligently inquired of the wise 
men. 

17. Then was ftilflUed that 
which was spoken by Jeremy 
the prophet, saying, 

18. In Kama was there a voice 



heard, lamentation, and weeping, 
and great mourning, Rachel 
weeping /or her children, and 
would not be comforted, beoansA 
they are not. 

19. IT But when Herod was 
dead, behold, an angel of the 
Lord appeareth in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt, 

20. Saying, Arise, and take the 
young child and his mother, and 
go into the land of Israel: for 
they are dead which sought the 
young child's life. 

21. And he arose, and took the 
young child and his mother, and 
came into the land of Israel. 

22. But when he heard that 
Archelaus did reign in Judssa in 
the room of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go. thither: not- 
withstanding, being warned of 
God in a dream, he turned aside 
into the parts of Galilee : 

23. And he came and dwelt in 
a city called Nazareth: that it 
might be fulfilled which was 
spoken by the prophets, He shall 
be called a Nazarene. 



Golden Text. — Flbb into Eotpt, and bb thou thebb xtnthi 
I BBINQ thbb wobd. (Matt. 2 : 13.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Flight into Egypt. — 1. The Flight (w. 
18-15). 2. The Massacre (w. 1&-18). 8. The Return (w. 10-21). 
4. The Settlement at Nazareth (w. 22, 23). 

Notes. — Time: B. 0.4(180).— Co^ttemp. Hist.: 316b. 

— Connbction: Immediately follows preceding lesson. 
Peculiar to Matt., except that v. 23 is parallel with Luke 
2: 39. — Place: Bethlehem (53), Egypt (59), Nazareth (76). 

— CntouMSTANGEs: I869 187. Immediate sequel to the 
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worship of the Wise Men; midnight flight; exile in a land 
filled with reminders of " the goodness and neverity of 

God" to his people; stealthy return. Ver. 13: 209, 

206, 122, 218, 59, 121. Arise: immediately (the failure 
of the Wise Men to return would arouse Herod's instaut 
wrath, V. 16). UntU I bring thee word : a strong expression 
of the divine care, calculated to reassure Joseph (Isa. 30: 
21). Herod will seek : His secret was open to God (2 Ki. €: 
8-12; Psa. 139: 4). — Vbb. 14: 186. By night: instant 
obedience <Gen. 22: 3). — Veb. 15: The prophet: Hosea 
(11: l;.see also Ex. 4: 22, 23). 214. — VfiR. 16: 187, 53, 
185. Exceeding wroth : Suspicion, jealousy and anger were 
marked traits of Herod. Coasts : rather, * borders ' ; the 
stray houses and hamlets in its vicinity. Two years old 
and under : a wide range, in order to make the work sure. 
According to the time: See last note, v. 7 (p. 13); favorable 
to the supposition of an early appearance of the star (184). 
— Ver. 17 : 148. — Veb. 18: T8, 161. Jer. 31 : 15. A strik- 
ing instance of "accommodation**, Bachel was buried 
at Bethlehem (Gen. 35: 19), and hence, figuratively, she 
might be said to weep for her children now slain there, 
Kama, where the voice is said to have been heard, was in 
the tribe-territory of Benjamin. He was Bachel's son, 
and, hence, Bama would be a natural place for her to 
weep for her children : but it was six miles north of Jeru<* 
salem, and twelve miles north of Bethlehem, so that the 
present weeping was not there. Altogether, the literal 
connection does not appear. But see 214. — Veb. 19 1 
Fulfilment of, until I bring thee word (v. 13). —Veb. 20: 
66, 67. On Herod's death, see 121* — Veb. 21: Arose: 
as obediently and promptly (without the haste) as in v. 14; 
the command was then painful, and now pleetsant. — 
Veb. 22 : 131, 72, 206, 60. Did reign: 131. Afraid: on 
account of the character of Archelaus, and because the 
same motives of policy might make him hostile, as those 
nrhich operated in his father's case. ISirned asidet etc.: 
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Luke (1: 2^, 27) makes Nazareth the original home of the 
parents, to which, he (2: 39) says, they ' returned'. Matt.'8 
turned aside cannot mean ' returned *, for it is the same 
word as departed (into Egypt), v. 14; nor does he mention 
the original home, but apparently makes the residence at 
Nazareth the result of fear of Archelaus. 1. Matt, (who 
gives few details prior to Christ's birth), knowing of the 
original home, may purposely have omitted to mention it. 
2. On that supposition, some have sought to explain his 
attributing the residence at Nazareth to fear of Archelaas, 
by a (conjectured) purpose of the parents to make Bethle- 
hem their new home. 3. It is perhaps more reasonable 
to supi)ose that Matt, thought that Bethlehem was their 
original home, and that Luke's investigations (Luke 1: 3) 
discovered the contrary. — Ver. 23: 76. That it might, 
etc. : God's purpose, not Joseph's. He shall, etc. : not found 
intheO. T. 214,75. 

Qaestions* — What led Joseph to flee? The words oi 
what prophet were thus fulfilled (v. 15)? Kecite his 
prophecy (Hos. 11: 1)? Tell something about angels? 
About Joseph? About Egypt? Give some Bible examples 
of God's use of dreams ? What did Herod command to 
be done ? Two main reasons why (w. 3, 16) ? Age of the 
children ? Why ? Tell something from Herod's history 
which makes the deed seem natural to him ? Tell some- 
thing about Jeremiah ? About Rama ? When did Joseph 
return ? Why ? Who was then king ? Tell something 
about him? Where did Joseph go to live ? Why? Bound 
and tell something about Galilee? About Nazareth? 
What kind of a place was it ? 

Truths. — 1. That God constantly guards his children. 
2. That he afflicts them. 3. That his word h£U3 a larger 
meaning than men naturally think (w. 15, 18). 4. That 
inspiration is not clerically painstaking (w. 22, 23). 5. 
That Christ took hard places from his birth (the manger, 
the midnight ^ht, Nazareth). liessons* — 1. That 
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God is near men even in sleep. 2. That no secret can be 
kept from him (v. 13 1. c.)* 3. That the power of evil 
passions increases with years (v. 16). 4. That characters as 
well as thrones may be transmitted (v. 22). 

Catechism (w. 15, 17, 23). — Q. 7: What 

are the decrees of God? A.: The decrees 



To be fMt«n- 
•d as nails in 
a gnre plae*. 



of God are his eternal purpose, according to the connsel of 
his will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreor- 
dained whatsoever comes to pass. 

Points for Inqniry. — 1. Under what governments were the 
Jews between the times of Nehemiah and of Herod ? 2. Or^jin oi 
the Herodian house ; its policy. 3. Name and dlstingQiBh the differ- 
ent members of it mentioned in the N. T. 4. Life and character o| 
Herod the Qreat. 6. Dreams: their nature; their place in the 
Bible. 6. Condition of Egypt in Christ's time, and standing of the 
Jews in it. 7. *' Accommodation " : extent to which practiced, and 
on what principle, in the N. T. 8. Effect on Christ of the Nazareth 
life (188, 189). 



LESSON m: JANUARY 18. 



JESUS BAPTIZED BY JOHN. 

I>ally Readings.— Moif.: Matt. 3: 1-17. —Tu.: Lake 1: 5-17. 
— Wbd.: Luke 1: 59-80. — Th.: Luke 8: 1-18.— Fbi.: Matt. 11: 
1-14 ; 17 : 10-18. — Bat. : Mark 6 : 14-29. — Sun. : John 1 : 15-d6. 

Matt. 8 : 1-17.] The I^esson. [Conunit w. 18-17. 



1. In those days came John 
the Baptist, preaching in the wil- 
derness of Jttdsea, 

2. And saying, Repent ye : for 
the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. 

8. For this Ib he that was 
spoken of by the prophet Esaias, 
faying. The voice of one crying 
*n the wUdemest, Prepare ye 



the way of the Lord, make liis 
paths straight. 

4. And the same John had hie 
raiment of camel's hair, and a 
leathern girdle about his loins; 
and his meat was locusts and 
wild honey. 

6. Then went out to him Joni> 
salem, and all Jndiea, and all the 
region round abont Jordan, 
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6, And were baptized of him 
In Jordan, confeBsing their sins. 

7. IT But when he saw many 
of the Pharisees and Badducees 
come to his baptism, he said unto 
them, O generation of vipers, 
who hath warned yon to flee 
from the wrath to come? 

. 8. Bring forth therefore fircdts 
meet for repentance : 

9. And think not to say within 
yourselves, We h^ve Abraham 
to our father : for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones 
to raise up children unto Abra- 
ham. 

10. And now also the aze is 
laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bring- 
eth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

11. I indeed ^aptize you with 
water unto repentance : but he 
that Cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not 
worthy to bear : he shall baptize 
you with the Holy Ghost, and 
wUh, fire : 



12. Whose fan ia in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into 
the gamer; but he will bum up 
the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

13. IT Then cometh Jesus frc»m 
Galilee to Jordan unto John, to 
be baptized of him. 

14. But John forbade him, say- 
ing, I have need to be baptized 
of thee, and comest thou to me? 

15. And Jesus answering said 
unto him. Suffer it to be so now : 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suf- 
fered him. 

16. And Jesus, when he was 
baptized, went up straightway 
out of the water: and, lo, the 
heavens were opened unto him, 
and he saw the Spirit of God de- 
scending like a dove, and light- 
ing upon him : 

17. And lo a voice from heaveut 
saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased. 



Golden Text. — And lo a voice from heaven, sating, This 

18 Ur BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED. (Matt. 3.: 17.) 

Analysis. — Topic : John's Ministry and its Testimonies to Christ. 

— 1. John's Coming (w. 1, 3, 4). 2. John's Baptism (w. 6, 6). 8. 
John's Preaching (w. 2, 7-12). 4. John's Witness to, and Baptism 
of, Christ (w. 13-15). 5. These Supplemented by the Witness oi 
&od the Holy Ghost and of God the Father (w. 16, 17). 

Notes. — Time: A.D. 26, 27. — Contbmp. Hist.: 2161>. 

— Connection: Immediately foUowa preceding lesson. 
Parallel passages: Mark 1: 1-11; Luke 3: 1-18, 21, 22; John 
1: lfi-34. — Place: Wilderness of Judsea (74), "Betha*^ 
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• 

ora" (Bethany; 52). — Circumstances: John the BaptlU, 
in the height of his popularity, preaching at the Jordan; 
Christ approaches in January (? 1^3). ^Ver. 1: Here be- 
gins the regular narrative of the period specified by Peter 
(Aets 1: 22). 190, 124, 191, T4. In those days: referring 
back to 2: 23, and taking up the persons as still resident 
at Nazareth (similarly Ex. 2: 10, 11). The Baptist: an 
epithet showing that Matthew wrote for persons familiar^ 
with John as an historical character. — Veb. 2: 227c, 
211, 191 — Veb. 3: 141, 207. Matthew's words, not 
John's (who, however, spoke similarly of himself, John 
1: 23). The voice, etc.: Isa. 40: 3, where probably this 
wide meaning is associated with a narrower reference to 
the Jewish return from captivity (partial " accommodar- 
tion", 214). — Veb. 4: 83, 87, 105. OfcameVs hair: i.e., 
woven from such hair. Leaihern girdle : Being the second 
Elijah, in this and other respects he resembled him (2 Ki. 
1: 8). — Veb. 5: 68, 72, 71. In keeping with so wide an 
influence are Matt. 11: 7-15; 21: 26; Mark 6: 20.— Ver. 6: 
227d* Confessing: probably publicly and in particular, 
as may be inferred from the pointed preaching, etc. (Mark 
6: 18; Luke 3: 10-14). — Veb. 7: 215a, bj 93, 213. As 
they came: probably hypocritically. Hence his denun- 
ciation. Upon this they probably turned back (Luke 7 : 30). 
Wrath to come : The idea of Elijah's return was derived, 
from Mai. 4: 5 (138a). There, and in 3: 1 (cited in Mark: 1: 
2), Malachi foretells days of wrath. As the people thouglit 
of John as Elijah come again (John 1: 21), they "woTild. 
think of the wrath prophesied in that connection. Jolin. 
also taught it (w. 10, 12). —Veb. 8: Meet for: i.e., * in keep- 
ing with' . * Rely not ' , i.e., * on confession and baptism ' . — 
Veb. 9: ' Nor trust to descent from Abraham'. 115, t20G'« 
T1ic.se stones : pebbles on the Jordan shore. — ^Veb. 10: Noto : 
followed by present tenses, gives the force of * from, 'tliis 
time on', and thus indicates the x)ermanent habit of tli< 
Kingdom of Heaven (v. 2). -Veb. U: 208. He that cam 
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eth: forcible, indicating certainty. Whose shoest etc.: a 
duty of slaves; as if he had said: * Whose slave I am not 
worthy to be*. With fire: probably with no symbolic 
meaning other than that of superiority and living power; 
nteraiiy fulfilled in Acts 2: 3, 4. — Vbb. 12: 102, 213. 
Figure of threshing with its violence, separation, and 
destruction. — Veb. 13: 190, 20T, 60, 192. — Veb. 14: For- 
hade : a strong word, and in a tense showing some persist- 
ence. — Veb. 15: 227b. Suffer ^ etc., now: Now, not with 
the thought that the baptism was a form to be received 
now; but with reference to John's feeling (v. 14) that 
Christ should baptize him, rather than he Christ; as if 
Christ had said: * Now let us reverse the order which you 
desire, since my baptizing time (v. 11 1. c.) has not yet 
conre'. — Vebs. 16, 17: 208, 92, 207, 192. 

Questions. — Who was John the Baptist ? Where did he 
preach ? What was Isaiah's prophecy about him (Isa. 40: 
3-5) ? What were his appearance and manner of life ? Who 
went out to him ? What were the two great points in his 
preaching (v. 2) ? What is it to repent ? What were the 
penitents to do (v. 8) ? What did he warn them not to 
trust in (v. 9) ? Tell something about the Jordan ? About 
the Pharisees ? About the Sadducees ? Who did John^ay 
would come after him (v. 11) ? With what would he bap- 
tize ? Explain verse 12 ? In view of what were the people 
baptized (v. 6 I.e. ) ? Why then did Christ receive baptism ? 
What was John's feeling about baptizing him ? What two 
events followed Christ's baptism? ^ 

Tmths. — 1. That the redemption of the world proceeds 
by stages preparatory one for another (v. 3). 2. That a 
sense of sin and need must precede a true jeception of 
Christ (v. 2; Mark 2: 17). 3. That such a sense is value- 
less, unless it alters the life (v. 8). 4. That Christ in no 
respect excepted himself from being ** made sin for us " 

(v. 15; 2 Cor. 5: 21; Ps. 40: 7,8). Lessons.— 1. Tboal 

« godly earnestness, sincerity and straightf orwardigs shal] 
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powerful even in the most sinful times (y. 5). 2. That 
religious excitement is favorable to the practice of hypoc- 
risy (v. 7). 3. That the latter ought to be mercilessly 
exposed (w. 7-9). 4. That the highest spiritual attainments 
ATe marked by the greatest humility (vv. 11, 14; 1 Tim. 1: 15 
1. c.)* 5. That there is a connection between 
the right use of ordinances and the divine 
favor (three witnesses to Christ upon the 



To be fasten- 
ed as naila in 
a tore place. 



occasion of his baptism). Catechism. — Q. 94: What is 

baptism? A. : Baptism is a sacrament wherein the wash- 
ing with water, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, doth signify and seal our 
ingrafting into Christ, and partaking of the benefits of the 
covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord's. 

Points for Inqairy. ■— 1. The life and work of John the Baptist. 
2. Influence of his work on Christ and for ChriBt. 3. The elements 
of his power. 4. The ideas then current respecting the reSppear- 
ance of Elijah and the attendant " dreadful day of the Lord " (MaL 
4: 5) : their error and truth. 5. Previous types of haptism; John's 
haptism ; Christian haptism : descrihe and distinguish. 6. Signifi- 
cance of Christ's baptism. 7. Significance of the two events which 
followed. 8. Why did John and Jesus wait until they were so 
mature before entering their work? 9. Ends subserved by the 
brevity of their work. 



LESSON IV. : JANUARY 25. 

THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS. 

Daily Readings.— MoN-.: Matt. 4; 1-11. — Tu.: Gen. 8: 1-19. 
—Wed.; Job 1: 6-22.— Th.: Job 2: 1-10.— Fri.: Mark 3: 20-27. 

—Sat.: Jas.^1: 12-14; IPet. 6: 8-10; Heb. 2: 16-18; 4: 14-16 

Sm. : Rev. ch. 20. 

Matt. 4 : 1-11.] Tho liosson. [Commit w. 1-4. 



1. Then was Jesus led up of 
^i Spirit into the wilderness to 
KingdSd of the devil. 



2. And when he had fasted 
forty days and forty nights, he 
was afterward an hundred. 
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8. And when the tempter came 
to Wm, he said, If thou he the 
Son of God, command that these 
•tones he made bread. 

4. But he answered and said, 
It is written, Man shall not Uve 
hy bread alone, hnt by every 
word that proceedeth ont of the 
month of GK>d. 

5. Then the deviltaketh him 
np Into the holy city, and setteth 

. him on a pinnacle of the temple. 
0. And saith unto him, If thou 
be the Son of God, cast thyself 
down : foir it is written. He shall 
give his angels charge concern- 
ing thee: and in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. 



7. Jeewt^txt on a eandlettlck; 
written a^ieth Ught unto all that 
tempt the . isonse. 

8. Again^ your light so shine 
up into au^ en. that they may 

f'ain anil «^^a v « ^i 
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tain, and^a. ^orks, and gloril^ 

kingdoms >eir which i^ In heaven, 
glory of tV\ 
9. And 1 ^™" WOBU). (Matt. 

these thlrt^^ 

^ou wilt r^f^ess and Dignity of 
-^g :'»«Mnon on the Mount 

li,The* «>^ Christ's Disciplea 
Get thee ^ 

written, 1*^. HiST.: 216b.— 
Lord thy ^nd this, in Matt., 
Shalt thov?l, 4; 12-22; 194)' 2* 

V' ^' -' ^^^' o*^er interi 
^te^ '^^stit^te the Sermon 

. ^ lesson, constitute 

Golden Text.— Fob in that hb mM^^msist of an address 

BEING TEMPTED, HE 18 ABLB TO 8rcc«Jlysis " abovc). Paral- 

TBMPTBD. (Hcb. 2 : 18.) '- PtiAOB and QtacuM- 

Analy«i8.-ToPio: The Temptation ofi'j^ 2: 195^19^^190^ 

(w. 1, 2; ' ^ — . «. .-XI— / 

Temptliti 

TheVictoiyCv.U). ^ 'disciples (y: 1)7 g^;^; 

Notes. -Timb: A.D.27.-Cok^^ 3.^^^^; Poor etc • 
CoimBOTiON: Immeiuately foUowP^^^^j.^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
allel passages: Markl: 12,13; Luk:^. j^^ 2: 5^ Isa. 29: 19; 
wUdemess " (193). - CmcuMSTAN>^^y^^^ mourning for siil 
nies to his Messiahship which li£^^ spiritual life is devel- 
would naturally seek solitude . 4. ^^. ^^, 7_io).—Ver. S.- 
Satan makes this critical perio<Jj^y conquerors had been 
nant assault; this is divinely jj^.^^ ^ ^^^^, ^^ declares 

/■■AAV TT-m^ ^• •iOT- v--_ 

th'i 

spiritual cravings shaU 



ter (102). Veb. ^-^^J' ^67: 13-15; 60: 21; 1 Cor. 3: 

ihA Rnirit: As mhject neretoff , *i.^-.*. 
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powerful even in y. — 1. What view of Chrirt'a itttelleetital ttad 
religious exciteme is probably the true one (189) ? 2. What 
risy (v. 7). 3. ipreparatlon for the minlBtry are Indicated in the 
exposed (w. 7-9). J"^^*""® o^ **>© Temptation. 4. What did it ae- 

aTe marked by the ™*"***^^'* ^* '^^^ ^*^^® repreaenlationa of 
^ I V -epresentationfl of angela. 7. Bible senaes of 

the 1 

favo) 



To be fasten 
ed as nails in 
a sure place. 



occasion of his bap 

baptism? A.: Ba^^ V, : FEBRUARY 1. 

ing with water, in 

Son, and of the ^^^^ DISCIPLES. 

ingrafting into Chi_MoN. : Matt. 6: l-lfl.-Tu. : Dent. 28: 1-14. 
covenant of graced 16. — Th. : Isa. ch. 54. — Fni. : John 15 : 1-20. 

Points for InqniV' — Su»- • Matt. 12; 4ft-50; John 17: 11-28. 
2. Influence of his woi The Lesson. [CJommit w. 8-10. 

of his power. 4. The ^itit^^es, 

ance of Eiyah and the fountain: 
4: 5) : their error and t j,ig dis- 
baptism; Christian baj 
cance of Christ's baptisrj, ^^^^ 
followed. 8. Why did , 
mature before entering' in 

brevity of their work. \ j^^g 



that 

LESSON , com. 

^ THE TEMPafor 

Dally Beadingn9.-~MoN. 

—Wed.: Job 1: 6-22.— Th.;^® 
—Sat.: Jas.^l; 12-14; IPet. !*" 
Bi-N. : Rev. ch. 20. *® 

Matt. 4: 1-11.] Th© ^ 

1. Then was Jesas led up of 



I. men was Jesas led up of | his savour, wherewith shall it be 
tl Spirit into the wilderness to J^^alted? it is thenceforth good 



KingdS^ of the devil 



9. Blessed are the peacemak- 
ers : for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

10. Blessed are they which are 
persecuted for righteousneae' 
sake : for theirs is the kingd<mi 
of heaven. 

11. Blessed are ye, when men 
shall revile you, and persecute 
youy and shall say all manner of 
evil against you iJEdsely, for my 
sake. 

12. Rejoice, and be exoeedlngr 
glad : for great ia yonr reward 
in heaven: for so persecuted 
they the prophets which were 
before you. 

13. IT Ye are the salt of the 
earth : but if the salt have lost 
his savour, wherewith shall it be 



*bing, but to be cast out, 
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and to be trodden under foot of 
men. 

14. Ye are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on an 
bill cannot be hid. 

15. Neither do men light a 
candle, and put it under a 



bushel, but on a eandleitick; 
and it giveth light unto all that 
are in the house. 

16. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify 
your Father which li^ In heaven. 



Golden Text. — Yb abb thb light of thb woblI). (Matt. 
6: M.) 

Analysis.— Topic: The Character, Blessedness and Dignity of 
Ohrist's Disciples. — 1. Introduction to the Sermon on the Mount 
(yy. 1, 2). 2. The Character and Blessedness of Christ's Disdplea 
(w. 8-12). 3. Their Dignity (w. 13-16). 

Notes. — TiME:fA. D. 28. — Gontsmp. Hist.: 2161k — 
CoKKECTioK': Between the last lesson and this, in Matt., 
Christ has: 1. Began his ministry (ch. 4: 12-22; 194); 2. 
Made a circuit of Galilee (ch. 4: 23-25). (For other inter- 
vening events, see 195.) Chs. 5, 6, 7, constitute the Sermon 
on the Mount (198). Vers. 3-16, of this lesson, constitute 
Fart I. of the Sermon (198a)9 and consist of an address 
particularly to the disciples (see ** AnsJysis " above). Paral- 
lel passage (in part): Luke 6: 17-26. — Place and (tecuM- 

BTANCEs: 19S. Vbb. 1: 22Te. — Vbb. 2: 195, 196, 198. 

Opened his mouth: an expression indicating the importance 
of what is to follow (Job 3: 1; Ps. 78: 2; Acts 8: 35; Eph. 
6: 19). Taught them: directly the disciples (v. 1); gener- 
ally, the people (ch. 7: 28). —Vbb. 3: 211. Poor, etc.: 
Addressing poor and subjugated Israelites, he points out 
true poverty ol spirit (Luke 4: 18; Jas. 2: 5^ Isa. 29: 19; 
66: 2). — Veb. 4: Mourn: carried beyond mourning for sin 
(v. 3), to the sorrows by which the spiritual life is devel- 
oped (Heb. 2: 10; 12: 5-11; 2 Cor. 4: 17; 12: 7-10).— Vbr. 5: 
Cited from Ps. 37: 11. Earthly conquerors had been 
proud; the people looked for Christ as such: he declares 
the contrary (Eph. 4: 2; Isa. 57: 12hl5; 60: 21; 1 Cor. 3: 
22.) — Ver. 6: 22Tb« Hunger and thirst: deepest physical 
cravings; those having analagous spiritual cravings shall 
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be filled (Ps. 17: 15). Snch was Christ's nutriment (John 
4: 32-34); he commanded three petitions for such food, 
before one for bread (ch. 6: 9-11). — Ver. 7: Merciful: in- 
cludes all degrees of sympathy, love and help, from 
slight material kindnesses (as Mark 9: 41), to absolute 
devotion to Christ (as Luke 7: 47; see Matt. 25: 34-40). — 
Ver. 8: More than ceremonial cleanness or moral upright- 
ness; inward purity (Acts 15: 9). See God: 2 Cor. 3: 18; 

1 Cor. 13: 12. 306. — Ver. 9: Peacemakers: in a deep and 
true sense; not hypocritically (Jer. 6: 14; Luke 12: 51); 
Jas. 3: 17, 18. — Ver. 10: Kingdom, etc.: closes, as it opened 
(y. 3), the Beatitudes. The last Beatitude is calculated to 
prove a support in all ages of the Ch«rch (John 16: 33; 

2 Tim. 3: 12; 1 Pet. 3: 14; 4: lU). — Ver. 11: Christ turns 
now especially to the disciples, and expands v. 10. False^ 
ly: qualifies shjoU say, — Ver. 12: 212. R^oice : 2 Cor. 12: 
10. Reward: not as earned, but as given (ch. 20: 11-15). 
SOy the prophets: 1 Ki. 18: 3,4; 19: 14; 2 Chron. 24: 21; 
Jer. 20: 2, — Ver. 13: 109. Salt: reference to its purify- 
ing and preserving qualities (2 Ki. 2: 20-22; Gen. 18: 23- 
32). It he salted: i.Q,f the salt, 7Voc2den, etc. : Befuse salt, 
being hurtful to vegetation, was thrown into the streets 
Ty-here nothing grew. — Ver. 14: Light , etc. (John 5: 35; 
Phil. 2: 16): only by being kindled from Christ, the true 
Light (John 1: 9; 8: 12). City, on an hiU: Some such may- 
have been in sight. Hill-tops were the favorite sites for 
cities, as readily defensible. The church, like Jerusalem, 
was so conceived of (Isa. 2: 2; Gal. 4: 26; Heb. 12: 22). — 
Ver. 15: Light a candle: This comparison of the disciples 
to a candle, which it is necessary to light, may be meant to 
indicate that Christ alone is the source of light (v. 14> 
notes). — Ver. 16: 206. So shine: i.e., like a candle on its 
stick and a city on a hill. — Vers. 13-16 include all Chris- 
tians {disciples, v. 1; Phil. 2: 15). 

Qaestioiis. — Where, according to Matt. 4, did Christ go 
after the Temptation ? Whom did he call ? What journey 
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did he make ? Where was this sermon of Christ's deliv- 
ered? To whom? What is it to be poor in «pi*n«? What 
belongs to such? What is meant by they that mourn f 
What shall happen to them? What is it to be meekf 
What shall such receive ? Tell what you understand by 
V. 6 ? What is meant by th^e merciful f What shall they 
receive? Who are those who shall see God? What is 
meant by peacemakers ? What shall they be called ? 
What belongs to those who are persecuted for righteousness* 
sake f Give some examples of persecution from the O. T. ? 
Some from the N. T. ? To what three thin^ does Christ 
liken his disciples, w. 13, 14 ? Explain how they are Ukj 
these things ? What will men do when Christ's discipl 
are such (v. 16)? 

Troths. — 1. That excellence of character has its se- 
quence in blessedness. 2. That the blessedness has its 
center in God (w. 3, 8-10, 12). 3. That good men are the 
hope of the world. 4. That they are so, only as God shines 
through them. 6. That they have a' work to do for the 

world, second only to God's. Lessons* — 1. The duties: 

(1.) Of contrition; (2.) Of meekness; (3.) Of mercy; (4.) Of 
purity of heart; (5.) Of i)eacemaking; (6.) Of witnessing 
for God by a holy life. 2. That hunger of 
soul is a prime condition of spiritual good 
(v. 6). 3. The value of suffering to the soul. 



» 
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a STire place. 



4. The unalterable rejection oisalt which has lost its savor. 
-^ — Catechism* — Q. 36: What are the benefits which in 
this life do accompany or flow from justification, adoption, 
and sanctification ? A. : The benefits which in this life do 
either accompany or flow from justification, adoption, and 
sanctification, are assurance of God's love, peace of con- 
science, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, and per- 
severance therein to the end. 

Poinls for Inquiry. — 1. Give an ontline of Christ's life, from 
the Temptation to the Sermon on the Mount. 2. How, during this 
period, does Joba supplement the fir it three Qospehi? 8. What 
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inferone may be made from thar omlsaioiiB at this period? 4b> 
State the objections to, and the ai^omentB for, the view that tho 
Sermon was delivered as one discourse. 



LESSON VI. : FEBRUARY 8. 

THE TRULY RIGHTEOUS. 

Baily Readingrs. — MoK. : Matt. 6: 17-20.— Tu.: Ex.19: 1-11, 
16-25. — Wbd. : Ex. 20 : 1-17. — Th. : Isa. 1 : 1-18. — F»i. : Ifatt. 23 : 

C33. — Sat. : FBa. 51. — SuH. : Bom. 7 : 7-25. 
tt. 5 : 17-26.] The liesson. [Commit w. 17-20. 



17. IT Think not I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets : 
I am not come to destroy, bat to 
ftiim. 

18. For verily I say mito yon, 
Till heaven and earth pass, one 
jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be ful- 
filled. 

19. Whosoever therefore shall« 
break one of these least com- 
mandments, and shall teach men 
so, he shall be called the least in 
tiie kingdom of heaven: but 
'(Whosoever shall do and teach 
ikem, the same shall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 

20. For I say unto you. That 
except your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. 

21. IT Ye have heard that it was 
•aid by them of old time. Thou 



shalt not kill; and whosoever 
shall kill shall be in danger of 
the judgment : 

22. But I say unto you, That 
whosoever is angry with his 
brother without a cause shall be 
in danger of the judgment : and 
whosoever shall say to his 
brother, Raca, shall be in danger 
of the council: but whosoever 
shall say. Thou fool, shall be in 
danger of hell fire. 

23. Therefore if thou bring 
thy gift to the altar, and there 
rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee; 

24. Leave there thy gift before 
the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and 
then come and offer thy gift. 

25. Agree with thine adversary 
quickly, while thou art in the 
way wiUi him ; lest at any time 
the adversary deliver thee to the 
judge, andthe judge deliver thee 
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to the ofElemr, and tboq. be east 
into prison. 
^ Verily I «ay unto thee. 



Thou Shalt by do means come 
out thence, till thou bast puid 
the uttermost farthing. 



Golden Text- ~ Behold, thou dbbibsst tbuth in tus ix. 

▼ABD FABT8. (PP. 51 : 6.) 

Aiu4ya|8« — Tofio : The Importance and Searching Nature of the 
Lav. — 1. Christ Come to Fulfill the Law (v. 17) . 2. Its Permanence 
and Grandeur (w. 18, 19). Its Searching Nature (v. 20). 4. Tb% 
First Illnstration : The Law of Murder (w. 21-26). 

Notes. — Tijob: A. D. 28. — CoirrKMP. Hist.: 2161>.— 
Conkeotiok: Immediately follows preceding lesson. J^av- 
ing first personally addressed the disciples (w. ^16), Christ 
proceeds, iii Fart II. of the Sermon on the Mount (yy. 
17-48; IdSfi), to teach them that he has come not to de- 
atroy, but to fulfill, and to help the world to fulfill, the 
law. To this end, he shows how permanent, grand and 
searching it is, the latter by six illustrations, through the 
first of which this lesson extends (see " Analysis " above). 
Ab a whole, the lesson is peculiar to Matt. Farallel with 
V. 18, Luke 16: 17; with w. 26, 26, Luke 12: 58, 69.— 

Flags and Oiboumstaetcbs: 198. Ysa. 17: 228e* Am 

come : with a strong meaning, as the Coming One whom 
all expected (ch. 11: 3). The prophets : here, their pre- 
cepts; none would think that he would destroy their pre* 
dictions. — VsB. 18: 227a. Hecmen and earth pass : 1 Cor. 
7: 31; 1 John 2: 17; Matt. 24: 39; 2 Fet. 3: 10; Rev. 21: 1. 
Jot: "Yodh", the smallest Hebrew letter, hardly larger 
than a point. Tittle: These were small strokes which 
fQrmed parts of letters. Christ puts high honor on the 
O. T. — Vkb. 19: 211* Break one of these least : points back 
to the jot and tittle, not with the thought of minute pre- 
cepts (v. 20 condemns those most noted for such obedi- 
ence), but of principles, which, though some of them may 
seem minute, are not so (Jas. 2: 10). Least in the kinf/dom, 
etc: not exclusion (for entrance is on another condition), 
bat a low pland (ch. 11: 11), as lightly appreciating and 
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causing others to appreciate, the principles of right. The 
remainder of the verse is the counterpart of this. The 
* verse makes binding on Christians, not the Jewish law, 
but the broad spirit which underlies it, as Christ proceeds 
to show. — Veb. 20: 22Tb, 215c, 215a. The law is so 
searching that even the scrupulous obedience of these 
persons, with whom the disciples were familiar, was in- 
sufficient. — Ver. 21: Have heard: See v. 33, notes (p. 35.) 
Was said : Ex. 20: 13; Deut. 5: 17 (Num. 35: 30). Them of 
old time : Moses and the teachers and exjgiounders who 
followed him. Judgment : * tribunal ' ; the courts ordered 
to be established in Deut. 16: 8 (2 Chron. 19: 5); said to 
have consisted of seven men, with power to inflict capital 
punishment (Rome forbade their exercising this power, 
John 18 : 31). — Veb. 22 : 228b, 213, But I say : a contrast, 
not between a false and true understanding of the law 
(Moses, etc., v. 21, were not guilty of the former); but 
between understanding it outwardly, and understandii]^ 
its spirit. Witho^lt a cause : Probably interpolated. Raca : 
a word of contempt (* empty *, * worthless *, * foolish *). 
Council: the Sanhedrim (215d). Thou fool: in the He- 
brew sense of impiety as well as of folly (thus in Ps, 
14: 1). Formerly the Jewish courts (Judgment) could put 
men to death by the sword; the Sanhedrim (council) by 
stoning; in aggravated cases the latter could (as an added 
indignity) throw the corpse into the Valley of B[innozu to 
be decomposed or burned. The result in each case was 
death; the degree of disgrace alone varied. 'But% says 
Christ, * not on murder alone, but on angry thoughts, nQt 
the earthly but the heavenly judgment, council, and fiell 
fircy will be visited ' (Luke 12: 47, 48). Thou fool, etc., are 
not to be (superstitiously) understood as if possessing a 
damning quality (hear Paul, 1 Cor. 15: 36), but a wrong 
spirit back of them. — Veb. 23: Therefore: because hard, 
thoughts are so sinful. If thou bring : The bringing of gifts 
was frequent; hence the frequent duty of what follows. 
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Against thee: i.e., offenses chargeable on you; not those 
which you can charge on others (the latter are considered 
in Mark 11: 25). — Veb. 24: First : qualifies go thy way. Be 
('become*) reconciled: do your part. — Veb. 25: *As pru- 
dence suggests the reconciling of difficulties before the 
civil law inflicts its penalties, so, far more, be reconciled 
to God while in the way ' (1 Ki. 2: 2; Job 16: 22). Adver- 
sary: God's offentied law.— Veb. 26: 222b. Till: i.e., 
* never ', the debt being infinite (ch. 18: 24, 25, 30, 34, 35). 

Questions. — What did Christ say he had not come to 
do ? What to do ? Give the meaning of thfi law and the 
prophets? How long should they last? How much of 
them should last ? What should be the place of the person 
who should break them and teach men so 9 What should 
be the place of the person who should obey and teojch 
them ? Whose righteousness was insufficient ? Tell some- 
thing about their righteousness? What was the old inter- 
pretation of the law of murder? What did Christ say 
about even angry words ? Give the meaning of judgment 
(w. 21, 22)? Ot council? Ot raca? 01 thou fool? Before 
worshiping at God's altar, what did Christ say that men 
ought to do ? Explain v. 25 ? What does v. 26 show about 
the length of God's punishment of the wicked ? 

Truths. — 1. That O. T. representations of duty are of 
permanent value (vv. 17-19). 2. That they are but an 
alphabet to help men to spell out true righteousness 
(w. 21, 22 f. c; Gal. 3: 24). 3. That their glory, when so 
apprehended, outshines that of the material universe 
(v. 18; Ps. 19)i 4. That the most painstaking 
outward righteousness is worthless by itself 
(v. 20). 6. That peace can be made with 
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God only during life (v. 26). Lessons. — 1. The dan- 
ger of inappreciation of God's law (v. 19). 2. The sin- 
fulness of angry thoughts. 3. The duty of constant self- 
examination about our treatment of others (v. 23). 4. 
The importance of immediate reconciliation with €^1 
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(v. 25). Catechism. — "Q. 24: How doth Christ execute 

the office of a Prophet ? A. : Christ execnteth the oflice of 
a Prophet in revealing to us, hy his word and spirit, the 
will of God for our salvation. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. What was Christ's doctrine of the 
Kingdom of Heaven f Other expressions for the same thing? 2. 
Give the N. T. uses of the word righteousness, 3. .Give an account 
of the Bcrihes. 4. Of the Pharisees. 6. Gi^e an account of the 
progress of the idea of hell in the Bible; its literal meaning in v. 22. 



LESSON Vn. : FEBRUARY 15. 



THE TONGUE AND THE TEMPER. 

Daily Beading:s. — Mon.: Matt. 6: 33-48. — Tn.: Judges 11: 
30-36; ISam. 14: 24-27, 37-15; Mark 6: 2^28; Acts 23: 12, 13.— 
Wbd.: Gen. 24: 1-9; Rev. 10: 6, 7; Heh. 6: 13-20. — Th.: Jas. 
ch. 3.— Fsi.: 1 Sam. ch. 26.— Sat.: 2 Ki. 6: 8-23. — Sun.: Bom. 
ch. 12. 

Matt. 5 : 33-48.] Tlie Lesson. [Commit w. 34-37. 



33. .IT Again, ye have heard 
that it hath been said by them 
of old time, Thou shalt not for- 
swear thyself, but shalt perform 
unto the Lord thine oaths : 

34. But I say unto you, Swear 
not at all; neither by heaven; 
for it is God's throne : 

35. Nor by the earth; for it 
is Ills footstool : neither by Jeru- 
salem ; for it is the city of the 
great King. 

36. Nciilier flhalt thou swear 
by thy lu-ad, because thou caiiHt 
not make one hair wliitiB or 
black. 



37. But let your communica- 
tion be. Yea, yea; Nay, nay : for 
whatsoever is more than these 
Cometh of evil. 

38. IT Ye have heard that it 
hath been said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth : 

39. But I say unto you. That 
ye resist not evil : but whosoever 
shall smite thee on thy ri^bt 
cheek, turn to him the other 
also. 

40. And if any man will sue 
thee at the law, and take away 
thy coat, let him have thy cloak 
also. 
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41. And whosoever shall com- 
pel thee to go a mile, go with' 
him twain. 

42. Give to him that asketh 
thee, and from him that would 
borrow of thee torn not thou 
away. 

43. IT Ye have heard that it 
Imth been said, Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour, and hate thine 
enemy. 

44. But I say unto you. Love 
your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefuUy use you, and 
persecute you ; 



45. That ye may be the chil- 
dren of your Father which is in 
heaven : for he makcth his sun 
to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and scndeth rain on the 
just and on the unjust. 

46. For if ye love them which 
love you, what reward have ye? 
do not even the publicans the 
same? 

47. And if ye salute your 
brethren only, what do ye more 
than, others t do not even the 
publicans so ? 

48. Bo ye therefore perfect, 
even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. 



Golden Text.— Be tbt thebefobs perfect, even as Toua 
Fatheb which is in heaven is perfect. (Matt. 6 : 48.) 

Analysis. — Topic (continued): The Importance and Searching 
Nature of the Law. — 1. The Fourth Illustration: The Law of 
Oaths (w. 33-37). 2. The Fifth Illustration: The Law of Retalia- 
tion (w. 38-42). 3. The Sixth Blnstration : The Law of Love and 
Hatred (w. 43-48). 

Notes.— Time: A. D. 28. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b.— 
Coknection: The last vv. of the last lesson contained the 
first illustration of the importance and searching nature 
of the law, viz.: The Law of Murder (w. 21-26). Be- 
tween the last lesson and this, the second (w. 27-30) and 
third (w. 31, 32) illustrations have intervened (198a). 
The remaining three are given in this lesson (see " Analy- 
sis" above). Parallel passage (in part): Luke 6: 27-30, 

32-36, 40. — Place and Circumstances : 198. Veb. 33: 

206« Ilave heard (also in w. 21, 38, 43): in the synagogue 
readings of the O. T., by which the people obtained their 
knowledge of it. Hath been said: Lev. 19: 12; Num. 30: 2; 
Dcut. 23: 23. Them of old time : See v. 21, notes (p. 32). — 
Ver. 34: 212, 206. But I say (also in w. 39, 44): On the 
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nature of the contrast see V. 22, notes (p. 82). — Veb. 35: 
68, 200« — Ver. 36: Because, canst not: The head and 
even its hairS are in God's hand (ch. 10: 30); hence such 
an oath appeals to God. — Ver. 37: Communication: i.e., 
in respect to affirmation and denial. Cometh of evil: 210« 
John 8: 44; 1 John 3: 8. — Vers. 33-37: 1. The hair-split- 
ting (ch. 23: 16-22) Jews denied the obligation of oaths 
which omitted God's name. Christ controverts this by 
four examples (heaven, earth, Jerusalem, head); i.e., he 
affirms the solemnity of all oaths. 2. Beyond this, he 
affirms that it is the Christian ideal to take no oaths, 
their necessity growing out of human sinfulness, and 
Christianity proposing to eradicate that. A Christian, 
i. e., should say " yes " and " no " as in God's sight, and 
hence as if under oath (v. 37; Jas. 5: 12). 3. But he 
rather states the Christian ideal, than f of bids oaths upon 
suitable occasions for the satisfaction of others. God 
(Heb. 6: 13-17; 7: 21), Christ (in his frequent "verily, 
verily", and in resx)onding to the adjuration of Caiaphas, 
ch. 26: 63, 64), an angel (Rev. 10: 5, 6), and Paul (2 Cor. 
1: 23; Gal.l: 20), should prove this. — Ver. 38: Hath been 
said: Ex. 21: 24; Lev. 24: 20; Deut. l9: 21. — Ver. 39: 
Evil : with an article ; the evil (man), the injurer. — 
Ver. 40: 1 Cor. 6:7. Here, legal, as distinguished froia 
physical (v. 39), wrong. Take ; as a pledge for debt (for- 
bidden in Ex. 22: 26, 27). Coat: an inner and less costly 
garment. Cloak: an outer and more costly garment. — 
Ver. 41: 221a« Compel: a system of impressing horses 
or persons into the post or transportation service of the 
government. Here governmental wrong, as distinguished 
from physical (v. 39) or legal (v. 40) wrong from individu- 
als. — Ver. 42: Give: God's promise to give to us (John 
14; 1\\ he fulfills in accordance with reason and with jus- 
tice to the manifold claims upon him; so we are to give to 
others with reason and justice. . Borrow : without usury 
(Deut. 23: 19, 20). —Vers. 38-42: As before (w. 3^-37), the 
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Christiaii ideal is here set forth. It is not to be literally 
and slavislily followed, in a world where good and bad 
are mixed. Christ and Paul did not tnru the other cheek 
(John 18: 22, 23; Acts 23: 2, 3: but see Isa. 50: 6; 1 Cor. 
4: 9-13); and Paul said: Bom. 13: 3, 4.~-Veb. 43: 2289* 
Hath been said, love : Lev. 19: 18. . Hates: not found; though 
Deut. 23: 6, conveys such an idea, and it animated the 
Jews. — Vbb. 44 : Prayt etc. : Luke 23: 34. — Veb. 45: 20d« 
Children: in being like him.— Veb. 46: 215f.— Veb. 47: 
Brethren : 228b. The Jews would not salute Gentiles. — 
Vbb. 48: Concludes grandly Part II. (w. 17-48) of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount (see " Co^nection **, Les. VI., p. 31, and 
above). Perfect : * complete * (Lev. 11: 44; 1 Pet. 1: 15, 16); 
not in the "perfection" sense (ch. 6: 11, 12; Phil. 3: 12; 
1 Tim. 1:15). 

Questions. — What is meant by t?iem of old time (v. 33)? 
What had they taught about oaths ? What sort of oaths 
did the Jews regard as not binding ? What did Christ 
teach in opi)osition to this ? What four examples did he 
give (w. 33-36) ? What did he say about oaths in general 
(v. 34) ? How is this to be understood ? What did he 
teach about retaliation? What three examples did he 
give (w. 39-41) ? How are Christians to treat their ene-^ 
mies ? Why (v. 45) ? Tell something about the publicans f 
What is the Christian standard of character (v. 48) ? 

Troths* — 1. That human nature, with respect to truth- 
fulness, has fallen very low (proved by the fact and inade« 
quacy of oaths). 2. That a sandtity belongs to the least 
things of God's creation (v. 36). 3. That God's fatherly 
relation to men binds them into a relation 
of • brotherhood (w. 44, 45). 4. That the 
highest and completest law is godlikeness (v. 
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48). Lessons* — 1. The absurdities incident to a hair« 

splitting spirit (ch. 23: 16-22). 2. The proneness of men to 
plume themselves on unmeritorious actions (w. 46, 47). 
3. The duties: (1.) Of respecting oaths; (2.) Of making 
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one's word as good as an oath; (3.) Of overcoming the 
spirit of retaliation; (4.) Of loving enemies; (5.) Of striving 

to be godlike. Catechism. — Q. 51: What is required 

in the third commandment ? A. : The third command- 
ment requireth the holy and reverend use of God's names, 
titles, attributes, ordinanoes, word, and works. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Give some account of Jewish tradition, 
and of the errors into which it ran. 2. Jerusalem : Its history. 3. 
Its condition In Christ's time. 4. Its condition now. 5. The publi- 
cans : in general ; as they appear in the N. T. 6. Comparing Scrip- 
ture with Scripture, what is the Christian's duty as taught in w. 
84-37? 7. As taught in w. 3M2? 8. State the current iype»\>t the 
so-called doctrine of perfection. To what degree, if at all, are they 
deduclble fh>m the Bible (v. 48) ? 



LESSON Vni. : FEBRUARY 22. 



GIVING AND PRAYING. 

Daily Readings. — MoN.: Matt. 6: 1-13.— Tu.: 1 Cor. 16: 
1-3; 2 Cor. ch. 9.— Wed.: Gen 18: 23-33.— Th.: lKi.18: 21-30. — 
FBI.: 2 El. 20: 1-11.— Sat.: Acts 12: 1-17.— Sun.: Matt. 26: 
8&-4d. 

Matt. 6 : 1-13.] Tlie I^BSon. [Commit w. 8-6. 



1. Take heed that ye do not 
your alms before men, to be Aen . 
of them : otherwise ye have no 
reward of your Father which is 
la heaven. 

2. Therefore when thou doest 
thine alms, do not sound a trum- 
pet before thee, as the hypo- 
crites do in the synagogues and 
in the streets, that they may 
have glory of men. Verily I say 



unto you, They have their re- 
ward. 

3. But when thou doest alms, 
let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand docth : 

4. That thine alms may be in 
secret: and thy Father which 
seeth in secret himself shall re- 
ward thee openly. 

6. IT And when thou prayost, 
thou Shalt not be an the bypo>. 
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elites are: for they love to pray 
standing in the synagognes and 
in the comers of the streets, that 
they may he seen of men. Ver- 
ily I isay unto you, They have 
their reward. 

6. But thou, when thou pray- 
est, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, 
pray to thy Father which is in 
secret; and thy Father which 
seeth in secret shall reward thee 
openly. 

7. But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speak- 
ing. 

8. Be not ye therefore like 



unto them: for your Rather 
knoweth what things ye have 
need of, before ye ask him. 

9. After this manner therefore 
pray ye: Our Father which art 
in heaven. Hallowed be thy 
name. 

10. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done in earth, an it is ia. 
heaven. 

11. Give ua this day our daily 
bread. 

12. And forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors. 

13. And lead us not into temp- 
tation, but deliver us from evil : 
For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for 
ever. Amen. 



Golden Text. — Tht Fathkb which sbbth in beobet shal& 

BBWABD THB2 OPENLT. (Matt. 6: 6.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Disciples Warned against Hypocrisy. — 
1. The General Warning (v. 1). 2. The First Dlustration: Alms- 
giving (w? 2-4). 8. The Second Illustration: Prayer (w. 6-18 
[with which belong w. 14, 16; see «* Connection", Les. EX., p. 43]). 

Notes.— Time: AJd, 28. — Contbmp. Hist.: 216b*— 
Connection: Immediately follows preceding lesson. Be- 
gins Part m. of the Sermon on the Mount, viz.: The 
Disciples Warned against Hypocrisy (w. 1-18; see 
" Analysis " above, and 198a). Mostly peculiar to Matt. 
Parallel with w. 9-13, Luke 11: 2-4. — Place and Cib- 

cuMSTANCEs: 198. Ver. 1: Transition from actions to 

motives. Alms: rather (in v. 1; not in w. 2-4), * righteous- 
ness\ 337b. To be seen: self-ostentation rather than 
example for God's glory (ch. 5: 16). Reioard (also in w. 4, 
6): See ch. 5: 12, notes (p. 28). 206. — Ver. 2: 228d, 
224. Sound a trumpet : a proverbial expression for self- 
praise. Alms were collected at the tyrMgoguet, Have (i^ 
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full) tlieir reward : they have it to exhauBtion, such as it is 
(stinilarly in v. 6). — Vb&. 3: Thy : emphatic in each case. 
Not to be followed literally, but in its spirit of humility. 
— Ver. 4: In secret: according to the spirit of humility 
(v. 3), but with the happy consciousness of God's observa- 
tion (Ps. 139: 12), which the disciples are thus encour- 
aged to prize (similarly in v. 6). — Veb. 5 : Standing : a 
customary posture (1 Sam. 1: 26; Mark 11: 25). Sijnd- 
gogues: much resorted to for prayer. Comers, etc.: When 
there overtaken by the hour of prayer, this would be 
allowable; but they would intentionally suffer themselves 
to be so overtaken, and would pray in public at other 
hours also. — Veb. 6: Avoid, as in v. 3, a merely literal 
interpretation. — Veb. 7: 228c« Use (not) vain repeti^ 
tions : one word, meaning to stammer, and thence to talk 
garrulously and emptily (Eccl. 5: 1, 2). The heathen were 
satirized by their own writers for such prayers. Christ 
.forbids not length (Luke 6: 12), nor repetition (ch. 26: 39, 
42, 44), but making a point of them. — Veb. 8: For your 
Father knoweth : i.e., that sort of prayer might do, if God 
needed to be enlightened; but, as he knows our needs to 
begin with, and a chief aim in prayer is to dra^ close to 
him, It is impertinent. — Veb. 9: 212* (Vv. 9-15, digression 
from the line of thought for the sake of instruction con- 
cerning prayer.) After this manner ; as a specimen. Our 
Father : Only suggestions of this occur in the O. T. (Isa. 1: 
2; 63: 16; Mai. 1: 6); until the Elder Brother (Rom. 8: 17) 
came, it could not be realized. — Veb. 10: 211. — Veb. 11: 
Oiir : i.e., that which is natural to us. Probably not daUy^ 
but * needed * ;' in the Greek: * Our bread — that needed (?)^ 
give us to-day'. — Veb. 12: Debts: undischarged obliga- 
tions (to God); i.e., sins. We forgive: past tense in the 
Greek, as completed before the prayer (ch. 5: 23, 24). — 
Veb. 13: Lead us not : Matt. 4: 1. But deliver : not equiv- 
alent to: *But, if thou dost, deliver'; but to: *Nay, 
rather deliver' (us from it completely); the last petition, 
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and expressive of a deep yearning for complete redemp- 
tion from sin (Rom. 8: 23; 2 Tim. 4: 18). {For thine, to 
Amen, inclusive, is not found in the best Manuscripts.] 

Qoestions. — What is the great sin forbidden in this 
lesson ? What did Christ mean by hypocrites f How did 
they give ? How did they pray ? What were the «2/7ia- 
gogues ? How are -Christians .to give ? Whose approval 
are they to covet (v. 4) ? Explain verse 6 ? What sort of 
praying is forbidden in verse 7 ? Why (v. 8) ? How many 
petitions in the Lord's Prayer ? How many are for God's 
honor ? How many for our earthly good ? How many 
for our spiritual good ? 

Truths* — 1. That unworthy motives are the greatest 
snares of a religious life (w. 1, 2, 5). 2. That God appre- 
ciates ail good actions (w. 4, 6). 3. That God is our 
Father. 4. That God encourages prayer. 5. That the 
truest prayer gives precedence to God's glory and to spir- 
itual good. Lessons. — 1. The ease with which reli- 
gion may be made a vehicle of pride and 
of selfishness. 2. That we may do much 
praying with little prayer (v. 7). 3. That a 
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spirit of forgiveness is to be as habitual as prayer (w. 
11, 12). -^Catechism. —Q. 99: What rule hath God 
given for our direction in prayer ? A. : The whpl« word 
of God is of use to direct us in prayer ; but the special 
rtde of direction is that form of prayer which Christ 
taught his discipleSi commonly called the Lord's 
Prayer. 

Points for Inquiry.-— 1. Eloments In the moral condition of the 
Jews which make especially significant Fart III. of the Sermon on 
the Mount. 2. Synagogues : their history, services, and service to 
religion. 8. Design of the Lord's Prayer. 4. Present a summary 
of the Bible teachings respecthig prayer. 
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LESSON IX.: FEBRUARY 29. 



OUR FATHER'S CARE. 

Dally Readings. — Mon. : 3Iatt. 6 : 24-34. — Tn. : Josh. 24 : 1-28. 

— Wed.: 1 Ki. 17; 1-16. — Tfl.: 2 Ki. 19: 14-37.— PRI.: Pb. 104. 

— Sat. : P«. 37. —.Sun. : PaalmB 34 and 23. 

Matt. 6 : 24-34.] Tlie Ijessoni [Commit w. 81-34. 



24. No man can serve two 
masters : for either he will hate 
the one, and love the other ; or 
else he will hold to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot 
serve God and mammon. 

25. Therefore I say unto you, 
Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your 
body, what ye shall put on. Is 
not the life more than meat, and' 
the body than raiment? 

26. Behold the fowls of the air: 
for they sow not, neither do they 
reap, nftr gather into bams; yet 
your heavenly Father feedeth 
them. Are ye not much better 
than they? 

27. Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto 
his stature? 

28. And why take ye thought 
for raiment? Consider the lilies 
of the field, how they grow; 
they toil not, neither do they 
spin: 



29. And yet I say unto you. 
That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one 
of these. 

80. Wherefore, ifGod so clothe 
the grass of the field, which 
to-day is, and to-morrow is cast 
into the oven, shall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little 
faith? 

81. Therefore take no thought, 
saying. What shall we eat ? or, 
What shall we drink ? or. Where- 
withal shall we be clothed? 

32. (For after all these things 
do the Gentiles seek :) for your 
heavenly Father knoweth that 
ye have need of all these things 

33. But seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you. 

34. Take therefore no thought 
for the morrow : for the morro^v 
shall take thought for the things 
of itself. Sufficient unto tho 
day is the evil thereof. 



Golden Text. — Castino all Tona cabb upok him; tob 
OABBTH rOB YOU. (1 PeU 6 : 7.) 
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Analysis. — Topic : The Entire Dedication of the Heart to God. 
— 1. With Respect to Earthly Good (v. 24 [with which belong w. 
ld-23; Bee "Connection" below]). 2. With Respect to Earthly 
Care (w. 2&-34). 

Notes. — Time: A. D. 28. ~ CoirrsMP. Hist.: 216 b.— 

Conitection: Between the last lesson and this (w. 14-23), 
the second illustration of Part in. (The Disciples warned 
against Hypocrisy) of the Sermon on the Mount— viz.: 
Prayer, beginning at v. 5 — has been completed ( w. 14, 15) ; 
and the third illustration — viz.: Fasting — has been given 
(w. 16-18). At V. 19, Part IV. of the Sermon has been 
begun, viz.: The Entire Dedication of the Heart to God 
(w. 19-^). This is inculcated as Indicated under Points 1, 
and 2, in the above "Analysis ", w. 19-23 bearing on Point 
1, which V. 24 of the lesson completes. 198a. Parallel 
passage (in part): Luke 12: 22-31.* — Placb and CrftcuM- 

STANCBs: 198. Vek. 24: 206, 228f. Serve: with the 

sense also of belonging to (the verb is derived from the 
noun for slave): John 8: 34; Rev. 22: 3. — Veb. 25: There' 
fore : because serving God only. Tdke no thought : rather, 
* be not anxious * ; from a verb meaning to divide, with 
the idea of distraction, for which there is no occasion if 
the heart'* affection is not divided between God and 
something else (similarly in*w. 27, 28, 31, 34). — Veb. 26: 
206. Behold :' they can only be glanced at (v. 28). — Vbr. 
27: 221a. Stature: rather, 'duration of life 'for: 1. Luke 
(12: 26) speaks of adding a cubit as a small thing, but to 
add it to one's stature would be a great thing ; 2. Also 
there is little anxiety to increase stature, but much to pro- 
long life, 3. Similarly we find a measure of distance 
applied to time in*Ps. 39: 6.— Veb. 28: 98. Consider: 
stronger than behold (v. 26); the lilies can be approached 
and studied. — Ver. 29: 165. 2 Chron. 9: 15-28. The 
glory of God's least works exceeds that of man's greatest. 
— Veb. 30: Grass : includes lilies (v. 28), since wild flowers 
are cut down with meadow grass and cured with it. Th^ 
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resulting hay was used to stimulate fires. — Vers. 26-30: 1. 
God's care over the birds, in this passage, is an argument 
from the less to the greater toward trust that he will care 
for his children (ch. 10: 31). 2. His care over the lilies, 
besides this (v. 30), is an argument against anxiety in the 
direction of personal vanity (v. 29). — Vbb. 31 : Therefore : 
i.e., since God will care, as shown in the preceding verses, 
and as asserted in v. 32 1. c. — Yeb. 32: 228c* Besides the 
foregoing reason, another, viz., the fondness of the idola* 
trous heathen for such things, t- Yeb. 33: 2II9 227t>« First : 
not in the order of time (religious things first, worldly 
things secondly), but in the order of intensity of seeking; 
i.e., 'seek ye primarily the Kingdom*, etc. (ch. 6: 6), 
Bighteousness : here, holiness, as laid down in ch. 5: 17-48. 
All these, etc.: will fall into their proper place (Ps. 37: 25; 
1 Tim. 6: 6). — Veb. 34: The morrow shall j etc., and Suffi- 
cient, etc., delicately suggest the care-burdened nature of 
life, and the difficulty of fulfilling the command. 

Questions*— What does Christ say it is impossible for 
men to do? What is meant by serving Mammon? For what 
does he command men to take no thought (w. 25, 31) ? What 
does he mean by take no thought f By what three illustra- 
tions does he show the ne^dlessness of taking thought ? 
Explain v. 27 ? What does he teach about earthly glory 
in V. 29 ? Tell something about Solomon ? Explain the 
two arguments in v. 32 ? What is to be sought first ? 
What will follow ? What practical reason for taking no 
thought does he give in v. 32 ? 

Truths* — 1. That earthly good (w. 19^24) and earthly 
care (w. 25-34) are likely to be the chief rivals of God in 
our affections (ch. 13: 22). 2. (From the command to put 
God above them, the fair inference:) That he requires the 
entire dedication of the heart to him. 3. That human 
glory is inferior to the glory of the least things of God's 
making (v. 29). 4. That the only successful pursuit of 
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good iliTist be primarily a pursuit of God (v. 33). 6. That 

God cares for his children. Lesions. — 1. The unser- 

viceableness of a divided heart (v. 24). 2. The smallness of 
what men can accomplish by taking thought 
(v. 27). 3. The double labor involved in tak- 
ing thought (v. 34). Catechism. — Q. 32: 



To be fasten- 
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"What benefit^ do they that are effectually called partake 
of in this life ? A. : They that are effectually called do in 
this life partake of justification, adoption, and sanctifi- 
cation, and the seyeral benefits which in this life do either 
accompany or flow from them. 

Points for Inqoiry. — 1. The place of the principle of a per> 
isonal devotion to God, in Christ's teachings of duty. 2. Contrast of 
his teachings in this respect with those of the O. T., and with all 
other teachings. 3. The practical workings of such a doctrine. 4. 
Give some account of the state of feeling of the Jews toward the 
Gentiles in Christ's time. 



LESSON X.: MARCH 7. 



THE SAVIOR'S GOLDEN RULE. 

Daily Readings. — MoN. : Matt. 7 : 1-14. — Tu. : Mark 12 : 28- 
84.— Wbd.: Liike 10: 25-37. — Th.; 1 Sam. ch. 20.^F»i. : 2 Sam. 
15; 13-23; 16: 1, 2. — Sat.: 1 John 3: 11-18; 4: 7-21. — Sun.: 1 
Cor. ch. 13. 

The Ijesson. 



Matt. 7: 1-14.] 

1. Judge not, that ye be not 
Judged. 

2. For with what judgment ye 
judge, ye ^hall be Judged : and 
"With what measure ye mete 
it shall be measured to you 
again. 

8. An<!whybehQldeetthotifhe 



[Commit vv. 1-6. 

mote that is in thy brother's eye, 
but considercst not the beam 
that is in thine own eye ? 

4. Or how wilt thou say to 
thy brother, Let me pull out the 
mote out of thine e^e; and, 
behold, a beam is in thine own 
eye? 
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6. Thoa hypocrite, first cast 
out the beam out of thine own 
eye; and then shalt thou see 
clearly to cast out the mote out 
of thy brother's eye. 

6. IT Give not that which is holy 
onto the dogs, neither cast yd 
yoar pearls before swine, lest 
they trample them under their 
feet, and turn again and rend 
you. 

7. IT Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; 
knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you ; 

8. For every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that scekcth 
findeth ; and to him that knock- 
eth it shall be opened. 

9. Or what man is there of 
you, whom if his son ask bread 
will he give Iiim a stone ? 



10. Or if he ask a fish,- will he 
give him a serpent? 

11. If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them 
that ask him ? 

12. Therefore all things what* 
soever ye would that men should 
do to you,^o ye even so to them : 
for this is the law and the proph- 
ets. 

13. IT Enter ye in at the strait 
gate : for wide is the gate, and' 
broad is the way, that leadeth 
to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat : 

14. Because strait is the gate, 
and narrow ia the way, which 
leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it. * 



Golden Text. — ,WnAT80BVBB yb would that mkut 8hox7ij> 

DO TO YOU, DO YB BVEN SO TO THEM. (Matt. 7 : 12.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Treatment Due to Others. — 1. A Judg- 
ing Spirit Forbidden (w. l-^)i 2. A Discriminating Spirit Required 
(v. 6). 3. (a.) In View of the Mercies of God (w. 7-11), (b.) 
The Golden Rule Laid Down (v. 12) . 4. Warning against the Broad 
Road (w. 13, 14 [which belong to the Conclusion of the Discourse; 
see " Connection ", Les. XI., p. 50]). 

■ 

Notes. — Time: A. D. 28. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b. — 
Connection : Immediately follows preceding lesson. 
Constitutes Part V. of the Sermon on the Mount, viz.: 
The Treatment Due to Others (vv, 1-12). Also includes 
two verses (13,14) of Part VI. See "Analysis" ahove, 
and ID8a. Parallel with w. 1-5, Luke 6: 37, 38, 41, 42; 
with vv. 7-11, Luke 11: 9-13; with v. 12, Luke G: 31; with 
v. 13, Luke 13: 24. — Place and Circumstances: 198. — - 



March 7.] First Quarter^ 1880. 47 

Yeb. 1: Judge not: i.e., ill. .A fair and charitable dis* 
cemment of the evil in others is not forbidden (v. 6 enjoins 
it). ThcU ye, etc.: not by others, but by God; i.e., our 
imperfection in his sight is to deter us from judging ill 
of men (ch. 6: 16; 6: 7). — Veb. 2: ch. 18: 28-35. — Vbb. 
3: 228b* Beholdest: mere looking at. Considerest: per- 
ceiving distinctly. Mote : any small dry particle. Beam : 
or, * joist *. — Ver. 4: How wilt tJiou : * how canst thou *, in 
Luke 6: 42. — y:qii. 5: 228d. Before his beam was out, he 
only stared and carped at his brother's mx)te ; now he will 
help him be rid of it. — Vers. 3-5: There are here: 1. A 
contrast as to the way of looking (beholdest, considerest). 
2. A contrast as to magnitude (mote, beam). 3. A sugges- 
tion of our incapacity to judge by reason of sin (v. 5). 
4. A hint as to the proper relative magnitude, in our view, 
of our faults and those of others (beam, mote; first, then), 

— Ver. 6: 84, 108, 91« That which is holy: any thing sa- 
cred) from a word meaning what is offered in sacrifice. 
Pearls have some resemblance to peas, and to other food 
given to swine; finding them valueless to themselves, the 
swine are represented as likely to turn in rage ux)on the 
givers. This verse is the counterpart of w. 1-5. While 
not judging ill of men, because of our ill-desert before God 
(w. 1, 2), and because of our incapacity (w. 4, 5), we are 
nevertheless to discriminate among them. — Veb. 7: 
(Vv. 7-11, present the mercies of God. As v. 6 has bidden 
us withhold in some degree our pearls from men, the an- 
tithesis follows of God's bounty to men.) Ask, seek, knock : 
referring to prayer, and constituting a climax both of 
urgency and of nearness of approach. — Veb. 8: The Goa- 
pels present this promise, and that of v. 7, in several forms. 

— VEBri. 9-11: The limit to the promise of w. 7 and 8, is 
implied in these verses where bread (not a stone), fish (not 
a serpent), and good things, aie represented as what the 
Father will give (Jas. 4:3); nothing else. —Veb. 11: 206. 
£vU : in general, as compared with God. How much more: 
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See a like argument in Luke 18: 6, 7. Oood things: nota- 
bly the Holy Spirit (Duke 11: 13). — Ver. 12: 228e. Then^ 
fore: i.e., in view of the mercies of God (w. 7-11). Do 
ye even so: not the same things (which might not suit 
them), but things pleasing to them, as we would that they 
should do to us things pleasing to us. For this is, etc. : i. e., 
in respect to requirements between man and man (ch. 22: 
39). — Veb. 13: 213. Enter , etc., for (* because') the other 
way is broad. — Veb. 14: 213. The other way is. broad 
(v. 13), because few find the way of life. For (v. 13) and 
because (v. 14) are the same word, and their force is as in- 
dicated; i.e., * Enter because the other way is broad — 
broad because few find the way of life'. Many might find; 
then the straitness would broaden: hence the responsibili- 
ty for the straitness, rests with men. 

Questions. — What is forbidden in vv. 1-6 ? What rea- 
son for the prohibition, is given in w. 1, 2 ? What habit 
of this sort is pointed out in w. 3-5 ? What points are 
involved in those verses (see notes, w. 3-5) ? What duty, 
of a different nature, is taught in v. 6 ? How does the 
Bible speak of dogs ? How did the Jews regard swine ? 
What are the promises about prayer in w. 7, 8 ? What 
ground of encouragement to prayer is presented in w. 9- 
11? How is the Golden Rule the law and the prophets? 
What is commanded in v. 13 ? Why ? Why is the evil 
way broad ? 

Truths. — 1. That duties to others (Part V. of Sermon, 
w. 1-12) immediately follow duties to God (Part IV., cli. 
6: 19-34). 2. That a proper estimation (in not judging, 
w. 1-5, and in discriminating, v. 6) and treatment (v. 12) 
of others, constitute the two directions in which tliose 
duties lie. 3. That God's mercies (w. 7-11), and our o-wn 
needs (whatsoever ye would, etc., v. 12) are the grounds of 
the performance of those duties. 4. That God is pledged 

o answer prayer in respect to really good things (yv. 9-11). 
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5. That the straitness of the way of life is the fanlt of men 

(notes, vv. 13, 14). Lessons. — 1. The inconsistency of 

our judging others (w. 3, 4). 2. Our incapacity to judge 
others (v. 5). 3. The duties: (1.) Not to judge; 
(2.) To discriminate ; (3.) To pray; (4.) To 
obey the Golden Rule ; (5.) To enter the 

strait gate. Catechism. ~ Q. 42 : What is the sum of 

the ten commandments ? A. : The sum of the ten com- 
mandments is to love the Lord our God with all our 
heart, with all our soul, with all our strength, and with 
all our mind, and our neighbor as ourselves. 

points for Inquiry. — 1. K. T. senses of the word brother* 2. 
N. T. use of the word hypocrite. 3. Jewish divisions of the O. T.; 
what books respectively were included under the law and the proph- 
etaf 4. On what ground is it supposablo that the Bible impels to 
urgency in prayer (w. 7, 8) ? 6. What is the real nature and weight 
of the argument in vv. 9-11 ? 



LESSON XL : MARCH 14. 



THE FALSE AND THE TBUB. 

I>aily Beadini:8.— MoK. : Matt. 7 : 15-29.— Tu. : 1 Ki. 22 : 1-28. 
— Wed. : Jer. oh. 28. — Th, : 1 Sam. 15 : 1-29.— Fw. : Acts 6 : 1-11. 
— Sat. : 2 Tim. 4 : 1-8.— SuK. : Matt. 25 : 31-46. 

The I<oflSon. 



Matt. 7: 15-29.] 

15. If Beware of f^e proph- 
ets, which come to you in sheep's 
clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening wolves. 

16. Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather 
grB,p&B of thorns, or figs of this- 
tles? 



[Ck>mmit VT. 24-27. 

17. Even so every good tree 
bringcth forth good fruit; font a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit. 

18. A good tree cannot bring 
forth evil fruit, neither can a 
corrupt tree bring forth good 
ttxdt. 
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19. Byerj tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

20. Wherefore by their IhiilB 
ye shall know them. 

21. IT Not every one that saith 
nnto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

22. Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied tti thy 
name? and in thy name have 
cast out devils? and in thy 
name done many wonderful 
works? 

23. And then will I profess 
nnto them, I never knew you : 
depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity. 

24. ir Therefore whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him 



unto a wise man, whidi bnilt 
his house upon a rock : 

25. And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and tlie 
winds blew, and beat upon that 
house ; and it fell not : for it waa 
founded upon a rock. 

26. And every one that hear- 
eth these sayings of mine, and 
doeth them not, shall be likened 
unto a foolish man, which built 
his house upon the sand : 

27. And the rain descended, 
and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that 
house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 

23* And it came to pass, when 
Jesus had ended these sayings, 
the people were astonished at 
his doctrine : 

29. For he taught them as one 
having authority, and not aa the 
scribes. 



Golden Text. — Bur bs tb dobbs ov thb word, and not 

HBABBB8 ONLT. (Jas. 1 .* 22.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Solemn Conclusion of the Discourse. — 1. 
Warning against False Teachers (w. 16-20). 2. Warning against a 
Bpurious Religious Life (w. 21-23). 3. The Respective Results of 
an Effectual and an Ineffectual Hearing of Christ's Words (w. 24-27). 
4. The Impression Made by the Sermon on the Mount (w. 28, 
29). 

Notes«— Time: A. D. 28. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b. — 
Connecjtion: Immediately follows preceding lesson. Con- 
cludes the Sermon on the Mount, and presents the greater 
portion of its Part VI., viz.: Solemn Conclusion of the 
Discourse (w. 13-27). Vv. 13, 14 (Les. X.) — viz. : Warning 
against the Broad Boad— constitute Point 1, under Part 
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VI. ; and Pointa 1, 2 and 3, in the above analynis, are 2, 3 
and 4, nnder it. 198a* Parallel passages (in part): Luke 

6: 43-49; 13: 25-27.— Place and Circumstaitces: 198. 

Veb. 15: 90, 94. False prophets: ch. 24: 24. The first 
Christian centuries, while Christian doctrine was formulat- 
ing itself, and when the Bible was accessible to few, were 
especially prolific in such; but the warning is appropriate 
to all ages. In sJieep*s clothing : outwardly not distinguish- 
able from the sheep. — Ver. 16: 97, 96. Fruits : opinions 
and practices (ch. 12: 33-35; Jas. 3: 12, 13; Mark 9: 39, 
40). — Vers. 16-20 indicate the criteria by which to dis- 
cern false teachers (w. 16-18, 20), and their fate (v. 19). 
In considering fruits, the elements of time and of tendency 
should not be neglected: some trees are long in coming to 
fruit; and some develop fruit rapidly, but at great cost to 
the soil. — Ver. 19: ch. 3: 10; John 15: 2, 6.— Ver. 21: 20T, 
211, 206. Lord, Lord: with the lips (ch. 6: 7), and not as 
true confessors (1 Cor. 12: 3). — Ver. 22: 2278:, 217. In 
that day : John had vividly taught a day of reckoning 
(ch. 3: 12); in this discourse, Christ had implied it (ch. 5: 
29, 30); the prophets had familiarized the people with this 
expression for it (Isa. 2: 20, 21; Mai. 3: 2; 4: 5); 211a.— 
Ver. 23: Then wUl I: Christ the Judge; his Father's will 
the standard (v. 21). Pro/ess: a full word; ' tell the plain 
truth ', in contrast with their hy^KX^risy. Never knew : in 
the vital sense (John 10: 14). — Vers. 24-27: These sayings : 
Christ thus binds the entire discourse together; but, in a 
wider sense, all his sayings may be included (ch. 28 : 20). 
The, with rock, sand, rain, floods and winds, indicates 
their frequency, and the commonness of such occurrences, 
in that country; the same might be inferred from its 
physical geography. Rock: Dent. 32: 4; 2 Sam. 22: 2, 47; 
23: 3; Ps. 18: 2; 31: 2; 61: 2; Is^ 32: 2; 1 Cor. 10: 4. 
Oreat was the fall : because it was a house ; a hut or a bird's 
nest would not have had such a fall. He who has heard, 
and hoped in, Christ's words, but has done so ineffectOi 
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ally, trill be the greatest of human wrecks. — YfiBS. 28, 29: 
907, 213c. Mark 6: 2; John 7: 45, 4G; G: 68; 18: 37. 

Qaestions« — Against what does Christ warn his disci- 
ples in V. 15 ? What are they ? "What garb do they wear ? 
How are they to be known ? What will become of them 
(v. 19) ? What is meant by those saying Loi'd, Lord (v. 
21) ? When is there, and when is there not, a value in 
saying those words 7 Who only will enter the Kingdom 
of Heaven (v. 21)? What will some of those who are 
excluded say (v. 22)? Why will Christ disown them 
(v. 23 L c.) ? To what does Christ liken the hearers and 
doors of his words ? Why ? To what those who hear and 
obey not his words ? Why ? What effect did the Sermon 
on the Mount produce ? Why ? 

Truths.— 1. That the teaching function among sinful 
men will inevitably be abused (v. 15). 2. That fruits are 
a safe practical test by which to detect false teachers (w. 
16-18, 20). 3. That destruction awaits the ungodly (v. 19). 
4. That professions and activity, without a corresponding 
life, amount to nothing (w. 21, 22). 5. That the will ol 
God the Father is the law of the universe (v. 21 1. c). 6. 
That God the Son is the Judge (v. 23; John 5: 22, 23). 7. 

That a lost soul is a colossal wreck (v. 27). Lessons. — 

1. That it is not safe to judge by externals 
(v. 15). 2. That many who expect to be 
saved will be lost (v. 22). 3. That the abid- 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
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ing test of wisdom is obedience to Christ (w. 24, 26). 
4. That Christ has an unequaled teaching power ( w. 28, 

29). Catechism. » Q. 85: What doth God require of 

us, that we may escape his wrath and curse due to us 
for sin? A.: To escape the wrath and curse of God due 
to us for sin, God req^reth of us faith in Jesus Christ, 
repentance unto life, with a diligent use of all the outward 
means whereby Christ communicateth to us the benefits 
of redemption. 
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Points for Inquiry. — 1. Give some acoonnt of the ftlse proplk 
ets of the O. T. 2. Show the especial pertinence of the wamlB^ 
against false teachers out of the first ages of the charch. 8. Show, 
on groiinds of reason, the transcendent importance of correct reli- 
gious Instruction. 4. The physical geography of Palestine in its 
l>caring3 on the force of the (dosing illustrations of the Sermon* 5. 
Point out, so far as may he, the elements which must have conduced 
to the impression whicli Christ's teachings left, and to the contrast 
which was drawn between his teachings and those of the Horibes* 
0. N. T. use of tbe yerb propheay. 



LESSON Xn. : MARCH 21. 

QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

Daily Readingrs. —Hon. : Matt. ch. 1. — Tn. : Matt. eh. 2. — 
Wed. : Matt. ch. 3. — Th. : Matt. ch. 4. — Fki. : Matt. ch. 5. — Sat. : 
Matt. ch. 6. — Sun. : Matt. ch. 7. 

[Note. — In case superintendents or teachers desire a special topic 
for Review Sunday, The Geography of the N. T. Lessons for the 
Tear (see p. 8, and dictionary articles 53 to 81), would prove 
interesting, instructive, a preparation in part for the next quarter's 
work, and fruitful apiritually if the topic were handled with that 

end in view.; In preparation for Review, the dictionary ulicles 

on N. T. geography (53 to 81), and the articles 220, 180 to 193, 
198, 198a, and 218, may be profitably read.] 

General Questions. — 1. Give some account of Matthew 
and his Gospel? 2. State the leading events which he 
records until the Sermon on the Mount ? 3. Describe the 
circumstances of the deliyery of that Sermon and the 
effect which it produced? 4. Give the titles and extent of 
its six parts ? 

Questions on Lesson I* (ch. 2: 1-12). — 1. Tell some- 
thing about the Wise Men? 2. What effect did thelc 
airiy^ lukve iQ ^TernsAl^aini? 3b How did Herod try t- 
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make them serviceable to him? 4. How did they feel and 
act on reaching Bethlehem ? 

On liesson II. (ch. 2: 13-23). — 1. What was Joseph 
warned to do ? 2. What course did Herod take ? 3. De- 
scribe him so as to make this action easier to understand f 
4. By what steps did Nazareth become Christ*s home ? 

On Lesson III. (ch. 3: 1-17). — 1. Give some account 'A 
John the Baptist? 2. State the main points of his preach- 
ing and what effect that preaching produced? 3. Why 
was Jesus baptized by him ? 4. What great events im- 
mediately followed ? 

On Lesson IV. (ch. 4: 1-11). —1. How came Christ's 
Temptation to occur ? 2. What were its three points ? 3. 
What was Christ's method of resistance ? 4. What hap- 
pened at the close of the Temptation ? 

On Lesson V..(ch. 6: 1-16). — 1. Recite the eight Beati- 
tudes. 2. By what two illustrations did Christ show his 
disciples their relations to the world ? 3. What did he bid 
them do before men? 4. By what assurance did he en- 
courage them to endure persecutions ? 

On Lesson VI. (ch. 5: 17-26). — 1. How did Christ de- 
scribe his attitude toward the law ? 2. What did he say 
of its permanence ? 3. What sort of righteousness did he 
say was insufficient? 4. Give (in your own words) hia 
first illustration of true righteousness (w. 21-26) ? 

On Lesson VII. (ch. 5: 33-48). — 1. Give (in your own 
words) his fourth illustration (w. 33-37) ? 2. His fifth (vv. 
38-42)? 3. His sixth (w. 43-48)? 4. What did -he give as 
the Christian standard of character (v. 48) ? 

On Lesson VIII. (ch. 6: 1-13).— 1. What is the main 
warning in this lesson ? 2. How are Christians to give ? 
3. How are they to pray ? 4. Give (in your own words) 
the points in the Lord's Prayer? 

On Le^on IX. (ch. 6: 24-34).— 1. What service does 
Christ say is impossible (v. 24) ? 2. What does he forbid 
(w. 25, 31, 34) ? 3. Give the reasons which he presents for 
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so forbidding? 4. What does he say is to be sought first 
(V. 33) ? 

On Lesson X. (ch. 7: 1-14). ~1. This lesson being on 
the iTeatment of others, give (in your own words) its first 
rule (yy. 1-5) ? 2. Its second, and explain it (v. 6) ? .3. Its 
third (v. 12)7 4. On account of what mercies of God 
(w. 7-11) is this last rule given ? 

On Lesson XI. (ch. 7: 15-29). — 1. Against what two 
dangers does Christ warn his disciples in this lesson (w. 
15, 21) ? 2. What test of false teachers does he prescribe ? 
3. What does he say of the fate of some who expect to be 
saved?* 4. To what does he Uken those who hear and 
obey, and those who hear and disobey, his words ? 

Calechism. — Q. 2: What rule hath God given to direct 
ns how we may glorify and enjoy him ? A. : The word of 
Gk>d, which is contained in the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments, is the only rule to direct us how we may 
glorily and enjoy him. 



LESSON A: MARCH 28.* 

MAN'S SINFULNESS. 

I>aily Beadingr**— MoN.: Isa. 1:2-6; Rom. 7: 18-24.— Tu.: 
Gen. 6 : &-12 ; 11 : 1-0. — Wbd. : Ex. 82 : 1-28. — Th. : Deat. 82 : 1-29. 
—FBI.: 2 El. 17: 6-23.— Sat.: 1 Ck>r. 1: 10-13; 11: 17-22; Bev. 
8 : 1-3, 14-18. — Suit. : Pb. 63. 

iBa. 1:2-6; Bom. 7 : 18-24.] The Itesson. [Oommit Rom. 7 : 21-24. 



% Hear, O heavens, and give 
ear, O earth : for the Lord hath 
spoken, I have nourished and 



brought np children, and they 
have rebelled against me. 
3. The ox knoweth his owner. 



* The last Sunday of eacdi quarter of 1880, has been left by the 
International Committee for a " lesson selected by the school ". This 
lesson is offered merely as an optionI^. See Preface (lY.), snd the 
titles of the Leaaona B, and D, in Index. 
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^d theaaa blB master's crib : but 
Israel doth not know, my people 
doth not consider. 

4. Ah sinful nation, a people 
laden with iniquity, a seed of 
evildoers, children that are cor- 
rupters : they have forsaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the 
Holy One of Israel anto anger, 
they are gone away backward. 

6. IT Why should ye be stricken 
any more? ye will revolt more 
and more: the whole head is 
sick, and the whole heart faint. 

6. From the sole of the foot 
even unto the head there is no 
soundness in it; but wounds, 
and bruises, and putrifying 
■ores : tbey have not been closed, 
neither bound up, neither molli- 
fied with ointment 



18. For I know that in me 
(that is, in my fle«b,) dweUeth 



no gpod thing: for to will ia 
present with me; but how to 
perform that which is good I 
find not. 

19. For the good that I would 
I do not: but the evil which 1 
would not, that I do. 

20. Now if I do that I would 
not, it is no more I that do It, 
but sin that dwelleth in me. 

21. I find then -a law, that, 
when I would do goodf evil ia 
present with me. 

22. For I delight in the law of 
God after the inward man : 

23. But I see another law in 
my members, warring against 
the law of my mind, and bring- 
ing me into captivity to the law 
of sin which is in my mem- 
bers. 

24. O wretched man that I am 1 
who shall deliver me ttom. the 
body of this death? 



Golden Text.— Fob all havb sinked, akd comb shobt or 
THB OLOBT OT GoD. (Bom. 3: 23.) 

Analyaia.— Topio: Man's Sinfblnesi.— 1. His Unreason (laa. 1 : 
8, 3). a. HU Wickedness (v. 4). 3. His Diseased Moral Conditioii 
(w. 5, 6). 4. His Powerlessndsa to Do Bight (Bom. 7 : 18-23). &. 
His Cry of Despair (v. 24). ^ 

Notes* — IsA., GH. 1: An expostulatory discourse afibex 
some calamity to the Kingdom, of Judah, probably Senxui- 
cherlVs invasion (B. C. 711; 2 Ki. 18: la-ch. 19), ten yeazs 
aftei the fall of Samaria. Placed first in the book as 
general and incisive. — Veb. 2: JJear, fieavens, etc.: Q-od 
about to plead against his people ; the prophet summoning, 
as it were, the court ; it to include all celestial and 
terrestrial beings Pent. 31: 21, 30; 32: 1; Pa. BO: 1-7; Jer^ 
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2: 12; Mic. 6: 1, 2). — Vbb. 3: The ox, etc.: They children 
(v. 2), the ox and the ass the dullest brutes; they nourished 
'and brought up (v. 2), tl^e ox and ass owned and having but 
a crib ; the ox and ass^ nevertheless, less insensible and 
ungrateful (Jer. 8: 7). — Veb. 4: That are corrupters: 
rather, ' degenerate *. Provoked^ unto anger: rather, 're- 
jected with disdain '. Gone away : rather, * alienated *. 
Backward : rather (expanding it), ' they have turned their 
back upon him ' (Jer. 2: 27; 7: 24). — Vebs. 6, 6: Why, to 
colon: God's chastening instruments are addressed; 
rather, * On what part will ye smite again, will ye add 
correction ? * No place was left sound from being chas- 
tised. Inner deterioration and outward trouble are God's 
punishing instruments. The work of each is vividly de- 
scribed (w. 6 1. c, 6). RoM. 7: 18-24: Paul here uses 

himself, as he would be without Christ, as an illustration 
of the power of sin. — Vers. 18, 19: For I know, etc.: a 
statement to prove that sin dwells in him (v. 17 1. c). For 
to will, etc., and v. 19, state why he so knows, viz. : 1. Be- 
cause he cannot per/orm his good wishes (v. 18). 2. Because 
the good he wishes to do he does not do, but the coQtrary 
(v. 19). —Veb. 20: Restatement (from v. 17) of what he ha3 
now proved, viz., that sin dwells in him. — Veb. 21: In 
view of what has been said, he describes this indwelling 
gin as a law ; it is a perpetually observed fact, like the 
facts in nature which are called laws. — Vers. 22, 23: 
Description of the tragic workings of this law. Though 
he has attained to a real delight in God's law, this other 
law of sin wars upon the delighting state of his soul, 
and takes it captive. — Veb. 24: Hence (if there were no 
Helper — to which matter he will come in v. 26), he would 
be (and for the moment supposes himself to be) as misera- 
ble as if chained forever to a corpse (an ancient mode of 
punishment). WTio shoM deliver, etc.: Men cannot; they 
are in the same plight. He, in his holiest mood (v. 22), 
cannot. God's holy law cannot. Christ alone can. 
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Qaestions. — Under what circumstances was Isa. ch. 1, 
spoken? Point out the contrasts between the people and 
brutes (w. 2, 3) ? Explain v. 5 f . c. ? Show how v. 6 1. c. 
and V. 6, are true of sinners ? Give the steps of the argu- 
ment in Bom. 7: 18-24 ? How are w. 22, 23, true to human 
experience? Give leading examples of sin before the 
Flood? Before Moses? Before the Captivity? Among 
the Jews in Christ's time ? Among the N. T. Christians ? 
How does God save the sinner ? Is he saving yom ? 

Troths. — 1. That sin is ingratitude (Isa. 1 : 2). 2. That it 
is insensibility (v. 3). 3. That it is vileness (v. 4). 4. That 
it is a dreadful disease (w. 5, 6). 6. That it amoimts to a 
law which men cannot overcome (Rom. 7: 21-23). — 



sons. — 1. That God plainly describes sin (Isa. 1: 2-6). 2. 

That sin is incurable by man's medicine (w. 5, 6). 3. 

That the better a man becomes, the keener is his realiza- 
tion of sin's power (compare Rom. 7: 22, 
with w. 23, 24). 4. That the resulting de- 
spair leads to a truer appreciation of Christ 
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(compare v. 24, with v. 25 f. c). Catechism. — Q. 18: 

Wherein consists the sinfulness of that estate where- 
into man fell ? A. : The sinfulness of that estate where- 
into man fell, consists in the guilt of Adam's first sin, 
the want of original righteousness, and the- corruption 
of his whole nature, which is commonly called original 
sin, together with all actual transgressions which proceed 
from it. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Show fh>m various parts of the Bible, 
upon whom it charges the main responsibility for the existence of 
Bin in the world (Mt^. 13: 28). 2. Upon whom the remaining 
responsibility. 8. Compare the relative force of these two charges. 
4. Distinguish between O. T. and N. T. representations of sin. 6. 
What is Paul's view of the fiinctlon of God's law ? 6. What is Paur* 
view of the steps by which a man is saved firom sin? 
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SECOND QUARTER: 
APETL, MAT, JUNE. 



LESSON I. : APRIL 4. 



rn 



THE POWER OP CHRIST. 

Bally BeadlnflTS. — MoN.: Matt. 8: 18-34.— Tu.: Hatt. 10* 
16-22; Luke 14: 2&-88.— Wsd.: Matt. 14: 1&-S8.— Th.: Matt. 15: 
21-28; 17: 14r>21.— Fbi.: MatL 12: 22-32.— Sat.: John 11: 14r45.-« 
Bun.: Matt. 11: 1-4; John 14: S-U; 21: 25; 20: 80, 31. 

Hatt. 8 : 18-34.] The I^esson. [Commit w. 2&-27. 

18. If Now when Jesus saw 
great mnltitndes about him, he 
gave commandment to depart 
imto the other side. 

19. And a certain scribe came, 
and said nnto him, Master, I 
-will follow thee whithersoever 
thou goest. 

20. And Jesus saith unto him, 
The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air hatie nests ;^ut 
the Bon of man hath not where 
to lay hU head. 

21. And another of his disci- 
ples said unto him, Lord, suffer 
me first to go and bury my 
Either. 

22. But Jesus said unto him, 
iToiiuw me; and let the dead 
bury their dead. 

23. IT And when he was entered 



into a ship, his disciples fol- 
lowed him. 

24. And, behold, there arose a 
great tempest in the sea, inso- 
much that the ship was covered 
with the waves: but he was 
asleep. 

25. And his disciples came to 
Aim, and awoke him, saying, 
Lord, save us : we perish. 

26. And he saith unto them, 
Why are ye fearful, O ye of lit- 
tle £adth? Then he arose and 
rebuked the winds and the sea; 
and there was a great calm. 

27. But the men marvelled, 
saying, What manner of man is 
this, that even the winds and 
the sea obey him I 

28. If And when he was come 
to the other side into the country 
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of the Gergesenes, there met 
him two posseBsed with devilB, 
coming out of the tombs, ex- 
ceeding fierce, so that no man 
might pass by that way. 

29. And, behold, they cried 
out, saying. What have we to 
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son 
of €k>d? art thou come hither 
to torment us before the time ? 

30. And there was a good way 
off from them an herd of many 
twine feeding. 

81. So the devils besought 
him, saying. If thou cast us out, 
suffer us to go away into the 
herd of swine. 



82. And be said unto them, Go. 
And when they were come out, 
they went into the herd of , 
swine: and, behold, the whole 
herd of swine ran violently 
down a steep place into the 
sea, and perished in the waters. 

33. And they that kept them 
fled, and went their ways ioto- 
the city, and told every thing, 
and what was befallen to the 
possessed of the devils. 

31. And, he]»old, the whole 
city came out to meet Jesus: 
and when they saw him, they 
besought him that he would de- 
part out of their coasts. 



Golden Text.— What hanneb op man is this, that BTny 

THE WINDS AND THB SEA OBEY HIM I (Matt. 8 : 27.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Christ's Withdrawal into the Country of the 
Gergesenes.r-1. The Command to Depart (v. 18). 2. Incident* 
before Starting (w. 19>22). Z. The Tempest Stilled (w. 23^). 
4. Two Demoniacs Healed (rv. 28-32). 6. Christ Bejected by 
the Gergesenes (w. 83, 34). 

Notes. — Time: A. D. 28.— Contemp. Hist.: 216b. — 
Connection: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt.» 
Christ has healed: 1. A leper (ch. 8: 1-4); 2. A centuri* 
en's servant (ch. 8: 6-13); 3. Feler's wife's mother and 
others (ch. 8: 14:-17). Chs. 8, 9, describe ten great mira- 
cles, probably grouped according to their character, rather 
than altogether ^chronologically. Hence," probably tills 
lesson belongs, chronologically, after Lessons II., HI.; 
viz., after the teaching by parables (ch. 13: 1-62), where 
Mark (after his ch. 4: 1-34) puts it. If so, several weeks 
and important events have intervened since the last lesson 
(Quar.I.,Les.XI.). 195. Parallel with w. 18, 23-34, Mark 
4: 36-41; 6: X-17; Luke 8: 22-37. Pa^aljel with w. 19-2^ 
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Lnke 9: 57-^ (Lnke places this passim^ Istte In Ghifst^s 
ministry; as such a group of incidents can hardly have 
occurred twice, either Evangelist may have disregarded 
the chronological order). — Place: Sea-side near Caper- 
naum (5C), Sea of Galilee (61), Country of the Gergesenes 
((53). • - CiBCUMSTANCES I Great weariness (shown by " they 
took him as he was'% Mark 4: 36; and hy his slumber in 
the storm); storm and doubt on the sea; devils and rejec- 
tion on the land; autumn. 196^ 197* Vbb. 18: 2H37* 

Exhausted, Christ would cross the sea for rest. — Veb. 19: 
aiSc, 30T.— Ver. 20: 85, 207. He is plain with those 
who will follow him (Luke 14: 25-33). — Ver. 21: 2276, 
207. Bury : done on the day of the death (Matt. 9: 23; 
Acts 6: 6, 7, 10); a bounden duty of sons (Gen. 25: 9). — 
Vbb. 22 : Let the dead (spiritually) bunj their dead (literally) : 
there were enough such to do it ; delay for the purpose 
would be perilous; foregoing the privilege would teach a 
salutary lesson. — ^Veb. 24 : 61. Tempest : same Greek word 
as that for ' earthquakes\ ch. 24: 7, and implying great 
violence. Was covered: rather, *was becoming covered'. 
Asleep: through weariness and trust. — Veb. 26: LitUe 
/aith : they had some, in crying to him. Rebuked, etc. : be- 
cause of their extraordinary vehemence, he personifying 
them (Ps. 89: 9; 107: 29).— Veb. 27: Men: others than dis* 
ciples. —Veb. 28 : 62, 63, 210, 217. Two : Mark and Luke 
mention only one. They could not be bound or quieted 
(Mark), and were naked (Luke), and homicidal (no man 
migJitpass), — Veb. 29: 207. WTmt have, etc.: They recog- 
nize Christ's divinity (Jas. 2: 19 1. c), and use a phrase 
meaning that they wish to be let alone (Judges 11: 12; 
1 Ki. 17: 18; 2 Ki.3: 13). Torment: as in hell. Tlie time: 
the Judgment (l^latt. 25 : 41). — Vers. 30-32 : 91. Job 1 : 12 ; 
2: 6.. Respecting this destruction: 1. From the jwint of 
view of the swine: (1.) Death by drowning was as merci- 
ful as the death which awaited them; (2.) If it helped cure 
t^e demoniacs, or did moral good, it was more serviceable 
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than slaying them lor food would have been. 2. From 
the point of view of the owners: (1.) If they were Jews, 
they were in unlawful business (Lev. 11: 7); (2.) In any 
case, the Owner of all things, had a right to take this 
amount of property for his use. 3. From the point of 
view of the miracle: (1.) So violent cases of demoniacal 
possession, may have needed for their cure some such re- 
assurance as the visible departure of the devils into the 
swine; (2.) In any case, the physical effect dl the devls 
on the swine, conveyed, for all generations, a great moral 
truth. — Veb. 34: Besought, etc.: lest they might suffer 
more pecuniary loss (Job 21: 13, 14; Acts 16: 39). Coasts: 
rather, * borders *. 

Questions. — What, in Matt., has occurred between the 
last lesson and this ? At what point in Matt., chrono- 
logically, does this lesson belong ? What sort of day had 
preceded the night of the storm? Why would Christ 
withdraw across the sea ? Describe the incidents preced- 
ing the voyage ? What does v. 20 teach jnen not to expect 
in following Christ ? What does v. 22 require in follow- 
ing him? Describe the Sea of Galilee? Tell what oc- 
curred on the voyage? Contrast Christ's conduct in 
danger, with the disciples' ? Tell what you can about 
possesion by devils? About the case of these demoni- 
acs? How were they cured? Give some possible rea- 
sons why the devils were let go into the swine? The 
effect ? Conduct of the Gergesenes, and why ? 

Truths. — 1. That Christ was perfectly human in bis 
work (shown by his exhaustion). 2. That his faith made 
him superior to instinctive terrors (w. 24, 26). 3. That he 
had power over the natural world (v. 26). 4. That Satan's 
influence over men, at Christ's advent, was peculiarly 
strong and malignant (v. 28). 6. That Christ confronted 
and repelled that influence (v. 32). 6. That his dealings 
with men were absolutely candid (w. 20, 22). 7. That 
his claims transcend those of the nearest human relation- 
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ships (t. 22). ^^Lessons. — 1. The attractiveness of Christ 

(w. 18, 19). 2. That faith insures perpetual peace (w. 24, 
26; Tsa. 26: 3). 3. The morbidness (v. 28), grossness (v. 
31), and cruelty (v. 32), of Satan and his 
subjects. 4. That covetousness is likely to 
drive away Christ (v. 34). Catechism. — 
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Q. 26: How doth Christ execute the office of a Bang? 
A. : Christ execnteth the office of a King in subduing us 
to himself, in ruling and defending us, and in restraining 
and conquering all his and our enemies. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Belation of the physical geography 
of the Sea of Galilee, to its storms. 2. Shipping and navigation of 
Christ's time. 3. Demoniacal possession. 4. Christ's plan in treat- 
ing it (ch. 12: 24-29). 5. Significance of the frequent confession of 
Christ's divinity by devils. 6. Christ's miracles: classify them; 
their value as accrediting his mission; their significance in other 
ways. 7. Inferences proper to be drawn from t]^e verbal differences 
of this lesson in Matt., Mark and Luke. 



LESSON n. : APRIL 11. 

THE INVITATION OF CHRIST. 

I>aily Beadingrs. — MoN.: Matt. 11: 20-30. — Tu.: Gen. 19: 
12-28. — Wed. : Isa. 23 : 1-14. — Th. : 1 Cor. 1 : 18-31. — Fri. : 1 Cor. 
ch. 2. — Sat. : John 5 : 17-29. — SuK. : Isa. 55; John 4 : 1-15. 

Matt. 11 : 20-30.] The Lesson. [Commit w. 27-30. 



20. V Then began he to upbraid 
th^ cities wherein most of his 
mighty works were done, be-' 
cause they repented not : 

21. Woe unto thee, Chorazln ! 
woe unto thee, Bethsaldal for if 
the mighty works, which were 
done In you, had been done in 



Tyre and Sldon, they would 
have repented long ago in sack- 
cloth and ashes. 

22. But I say unto you, It shall 
be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sldon at the day of Juagment, 
than for you. 

28. And fhou, Cspemaum, 
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which art exalted unto heaven, 
ehalt be brought down to hell: 
for if the mighty works, which 
have been done in thee, had 
been done In Sodom, it would 
have remained until this day. 

24. But I say onto yon. That 
it shall be more tolerable for 
the land of Sodom, in the 
day of Judgment, than for 
thee. 

25. IT At that time Jesus an- 
swered and said, I thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes. 



26. Even io, Father : for so ii 
seemed good in thy sight. 

27. All things are delivered 
unto me of my Father : and no 
man knoweth the Son, but the 
Father; neither knoweth any 
man the Father, save the Son, 
and he to whomsoever the Boa. 
will reveal Aim. 

28. IT Come onto me, all ye iliat 
labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest. 

29. Take my yoke npon you, 
and learn of me ; for I am meek 
and lowly in heart : and ye shaU 
shall find rest unto your soula. 

30. For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light. 



Golden Text.— Come unto me, all ye that labour and abm 

HEAVY LADEN, AND I WILL GIVE YOU BEST. (Matt. 11 : 28.) 

Analysis, — Topic: Christ's Relation to God and Invitation to 
Men. — 1. The (Proud) Unbelief of the Time Condemned (w. 20-24). 

2. The Divine "Wisdom, in Revealing itself to the Lowly, Confessed 
(w. 25, 26). 3. Christ Omnipotent and the only Revelator of Qod 
(v. 27). 4. Hit Invitation to those Laboring and Heavy Laden 
(w. 28-30). 

Notes.— Time.: A. D. 28. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b. — 
Connectiott: Chronologically (see "Connection ", Les. I., 
p. 60), this lesson soon follows the Sermon on the Mount 
(Quar. I., Lessons V.-XI.). Between the last lesson and 
this, in Matt., Christ has: 1. Returning to Capernaum,, 
healed a paralytic (ch. 9: 1-8); 2. Called Matthew, 
attended his feast, and discoursed on fasting (ch. 9: 9-17); 

3. Healed a woman long diseased, and raised Jairus* 
daughter (ch. 9: 18-26); 4. Healed two blind men (ch. 9: 
27-31); -5. Healed a dumb demoniac (ch. 9: 32-34); 6. 
Evinced compassion for the multitude (ch. 9: 35-58); 7. 
Son* the apostlea on a trial mission in Galilee (ch. 10; ch. 
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11: 1); 8. Received and answered a message from John 
the Baptist, and begun a discourse suggested by it (oh. 11: 
2-30). Of this discourse, w. 7-19, are upon the character 
and mutual relations of John and of Christ; and w. 20-30 
(the lesson), as in the above " Analysis ". 195. Parallel 
with w. 21-23, and 26-27, are Luke 10: 13-16, and 21, 22 
(Luke connects these passages with the mission of the 
Seventy, late In Christ's ministry; from the context in 
each case, it is believed they were used on both occasions). 
— Place: Galilee (60). — Cibcumstances: John's impris- 
onment and wistful message, stir deep feelings in Christ; 
he eulogizes John, pronounces woes upon the unbeliev- 
ing, recognizes God's hand in the kind of people who 

believe, and sunmions the heavy laden ; summer. 19T. 

Vb». 20: 2^0. Most of, etc. : mostly unrecorded (John 21: 
26); Luke 4: 23 refers to some at Capernaum. Repented 
not: as Christ had enjoined (ch. 4: 17). — Yebs. 21, 23: 57$ 
54, 81, 79, 56, 212, 213, 80. Woe (and the evil in v. 23): 
foretold, not wished. Chorazin, Bethsaida : mentioned as 
representatives of the small Galilean towns (Mark 1: 38) 
where Christ h^ labored. In sackcloth, etc.: as Nineveh 
had done (Jonah 3: 6-9). Capernaum: the chief town, in 
distinction from small towns like Chorazin and Bethsaida. 
Exalted, etc. : because Christ had resided there. He com- 
I>are3 the town most favored, with that most miserable 
(Sodom), the towns less favored with those less miserable 
{Tyre, Sidon, which still existed. Acts 12: 20). — Vers. 22, 
24: 211a* More tolerable: Those enjoying gospel oppor- 
tunities are more blessed (v. 11 1. c), or more miserable 
(as here), than others (Luke 12: 47, 48).— Veb. 26: 207, 
206« Answered : The prayer answered, or explained, the 
mystery of God's dealings, (w. 20-24). Thank: rather, 
* confess to ' ; i.e., * thankfully recognize '. Because : 
rather, 'that'. Hast hid, etc.: from those who think to 
fathom them by their own wisdom (1 Cor. 1: 26-29; Jas. 4: 
6 1. c); e.g., the scribes and Pharisees. Hast reveaied, etc.: 
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to those trastfnl and teachable like children (ch. 18: 1-4; 
1 Pet. 2: 1, 2; 1 Cor. 1: 30, 31); e.g., the disciples. —Vbsr. 
27: 207. AU things, etc.: only exc-epting God himself (1 
Cor. 15: 27); ch. 28: 18; John 3: 35; 17: 2. Knoweth: i.e., 
adequately; John 3: 13; 1: 18. Thus omnipotent and the 
only Bevelator of God, he extends the invitation of w. 
28-30. — Veb. 28: Come unto me: Only a divine being 
could so speak (Isa. 45: 22). Labor and are heavy laden: 
those (over-) working (actively), and those burdened 
(passively), in temporal, but chiefly in spiritual respects 
(Isa. 55: 1-4). — Veb. 29: My yoke: i.e., *the line of con- 
duct which following me will require *; which shows that 
those laboring, etc., were chiefly so in trying to do right 
under other systems. Learn of me : Phil. 2: 5-8; 1 Pet. 2: 
21. Te 8haU, etc. : Jer. 6: 16. — Veb. 30: Amidxhis world's 
evil, following Christ will be a yoke, a burden ; but it will 
be easy, and light (1 John 5: 3). 

Qaestions. — What circumstances led to this discourse 
(w. 2-19) ? How came John to be in prison (ch. 14: 3-5) ? 
What does v. 20, show about the unrecorded works of 
Christ? Tell something alx>ut Chorazin,? About Beth- 
saida ? About Capernaum ? As representatives of what, 
did Christ mention the first two ? Tell something about 
Tyre ? About Sidon ? About Sodom ? Why was Caper- 
naum compared with Sodom, and the others only with 
Tyre and Sidon ? What first made it especially guilty ? 
For what did Christ thank the Father (w. 25, 26) ? Can 
you think of any reasons why? What two facts does 
Christ declare about himself in v. 27 ? Explain the invi- 
tation in w. 28-30? What does it show about Christ's 
nature ? Have you heeded the invitation ? 

Truths. — 1. That God exercises the right of giving to 
some, better opportunities than to others (w. 21-24). 2« 
That men have the power to change their destiny (v. 20 
implies that the cities might have repented, and altered 
their fate). 3. That God hides the truth from the uii« 
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teachable, and reveals it to the teachable (y. 25). 4. That 
Christ is omnipotent (v. 27). 5. That Christ is the only 
Revelator of God (v. 27). 6. That he can satisfy all needs 
(w. 28, 29). 7. That he invites all needs to satisfy them« 

selves in him (v. 28). Lessons. — 1. That neglected 

opportunities do but increase condemnation (vv. 21-24). 
'2. That times of strong emotion are times to 
lift the heart to Gotl (w. 25, 2G). 3. The 
tenderness of Christ's appeals to men (w. 



To bo facton- 
ed ai nail! in 
a lure plaea. 



28-30). Catechism. — Q. 31: What is effectual call- 
ing? A.: Effectual calling is a work of God's Spirit, 
whereby convincing us of our sin and misery, enlight- 
ening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and renew- 
ing our wills, he doth persuade and enable us to embrace 
Jesus Christ freely offered to us in the gospel. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. John's state of mind in sending to 
Christ (vv. 2, 3). 2. Significance of Christ's answer (w. 4-6). 8. 
Substance of the address, w. 7-19. 4. Reasons for the principle 
recognized In w. 25, 26; illustrate from the history of Christianity. 
6. Define, support from other Scripture, and explain, the two doc- 
trines respecting Christ in v. 27. 6. Bearing of w. 2&-d0, on the 
divinity of Christ. 7. In what ways does Christ fulfill the promise 
of w. 28, 29. 

LESSON in. : APRIL 18. 

THE WHEAT AND THE TARES. 

I>ally Beadinsrs.— MoN.: Matt. 13: 24-30, 37-43. — Tu.: Acts 
13 : 1-12. — WED. : 1 Ki. 2 : 1-11. — Th. : 1 Ki. 2 : 28-46. — Fri. : Gen. 
9 : 8-17 ; Luke 9 : 51-56. — Sat. : Ps. 73.— SuN. : 2 Pet. 3 : 1-14. 

Matt. 13 : 24-30, 37-43.] Tlie Lesson. [Commit w. 40-43. 



24. If Another parable put he 
forth unto them, saying, The 
kingdom of heaven is likened 
unto a man which sowed good 
seed in his field : 



25. But while men slept, his 
enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his 
way. 

26. But when the blade was 



\ 
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gpmng up, and brought forth 
fruit, then appeared the tares 
also. 

27. So the servants of the 
bouBcholdcr came and said unto 
him, Sir, didst not thou sow good 
0ee4 in thy field? from whence 
then Iiath it tares ? 

28. He said unto them, An 
enemy hath done this. The ser- 
vants said unto him, 'WUt thou 
then that wo go and gather them 
up? 

29. But he said, Nay; lest 
while ye gather up the tares, ye 
root up also the wheat with 
them. 

30. Let both grow together 
until the harvest: and in the 
time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first 
the tares, and bind them in 
bimdlcs to burn them : but gather 
the wheat Into my bam. 

87. He answered and said unto 



them. He that soweth the goo4 
seed is the Sol of man ; 

88. The field Is the world; the 
good seed are the children of the 
kingdom ; but the tares are the 
children of the wicked one; 

89. The enemy that sowed 
them is the devil ; the harvest Is 
the end of the world; and the 
reapers are the angels. 

40. As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire ; 
so shall it be in the end of this 
world. 

41. The Son of man shall send 
forth his angels, and they shall 
gather out of his kingdom all 
things that offend, uid them 
which do iniquity ; 

42., And shall cast them into a 
twmace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43. Then shall the righteons 
shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father. Who 
hath ears to hear, let him hear. 



Golden Text. -~ The habyest is thb end oi* the world. 
(Matt. 13 : 89.) 

Analysis,— Topic : The Parable of The Tares. — 1. The Parable 
(w. 24-80). 2. Its Interpretation (w. 87-43). 

Notes.-- Time: A. D. 28. — Contbmp. Hist.: 216b.— 
Connection: Chronologically (see " Connoctioxi **, Les. 
I., p. 60), several weeks and important events have inter- 
vened between the last lesson and this. In Matt., Christ 
has: 1. Defended the disciples' plucking corn on the 
Sabbath (oh. 12: 1^); 2. Healed a withered hand (ch. 12: 
9-14); 3. Evaded the conspiring Pharisees, and healed 
multitudes (ch. 12: 15-21); 4. Answered a charge (on hia 

r 
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healing a blind and damb demoniac) of casting out devilt 
by Beelzebub, and a request for a sign (ch. 12: 22-45); 
5. Likened his followers to his brother, sister, mother 
(ch. 12: 46>50); 6. Inaugurated teaching by parables (ch. 
i2: 1-52; Mark 4: 1-34). Of seven parables assigned by 
Matt, to this occasion, that of this lesson is the second, 
and is peculiar to Matt. It is after this day of parable 
teaching, that Lesson I. belongs (see ** Connection *\ p. 60). 
195* — Place: Sea-side near Capernaum (50). — Cibcum- 
STANCEs: Christ repairs to the sea-side; multitudes assem- 
ble; he enters a boat and speaks to them on the shore 

(ch. 13: 1, 2; Mark 4: 1); autumn. Vbb. 24: 22C, 211. 

Is likened : rather, ' has become like ' (long ago). Unto a 
man : i.e., * the case of a man [about to be described] *, — 
Veb. 25: 101, 102. While men (in general) slept: i.e., * by 
night * (with no blame to the servants). — Ve». 26 : WT^eOf 
then : Only toward fruiting time, were tares and wheat 
readily distinguishable. -- Veb. 27-30 : 1. Surprise of ser- 
vanta (i.e., good men) at tares, where a powerful hotise' 
holder has sown good seed ; 2. Explanation, that it is an 
enemy's work ; 3. Further explanation, that, by the 
nature of their growth, the wheat and tares cannot be 
separated until they have matured; 4. Time foretold when 
the separation will be absolute and final (hence, extermi- 
nating zeal not blamed, but instructed). The parable of 
The Sower (w. 3-9, 18-23) recognizes and partly explains 
the fact, that, though the Sower is none other than Christ, 
lauch of the seed is wasted. The parable 'of The Tares, 
fixes the responsibility upon an enemy, explains why the 
condition of things is tolerated, and states when the toler- 
ation will cease. The first parable calmly states the situa- 
tion; the second as calmly lays bare its causes. — Veb. 37: 
207. — Veb. 38: 210. The Jidd is the world: not *the 
Church ' (as some have held), because : 1. The Jield is 
represented as the developing place of both the good and 
the bad (which is only slightly true of the Church); 2. 
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The good (as well as the bad) are represented (v. 30) aa 
reaped off from the^^d at the last (which is untrue of the 
Church, Eph. 1: 22, 23). Children of the wicked one : John 
8: 44; Acts 13: 10; 1 John 3: 8, 10. — Ver. 39: 210, 3Ua, 
209. Joel 3: 13; Rev. 14: 15-19; Matt. 16: 27; 24: 31; 2 
Thess. 1: 7. —Ver. 41: His, his: Christ's are even the 
angeh and the kingdom ; much more, men. Things thai 
offend: rather, 'stumbling-blocks'; i.e., 'men tempting 
and hindering others' (Zeph. 1: 3). And them, etc.: i.e., 
those sinning directly.— Ver. 42: 213. Mai. 4: 1; Matt. 
3: 12; 13: 49,50; 25: 41; Luke 3: 17; 16: 23, 24; 2 Thess. 1: 
8, 9; Rev. 19: 20; 20: 10, 16; 21: 8. Gnashing of teeth : a 
suggestion of the remorseful rage (Acts 7: 54) of hell. — 
Yer. 43: 227b, 206* Dan. 12: 13. Who hath, etc.: an 
exhortation used by Christ, when his words convey more 
than they express (ch. 11: 15; 13: 9). 

Questions.— What are parables? Explain why Christ 
used them (vv. 10-17) ? In what season, of what year, 
and under what circumstances, did he deliver this one ? 
Hqw many at this time ? What was the first ? What was 
the second ? Who is the Sower in this parable? What 
fhe/ield f Who the enemy f What did the er^emy do, and 
when ? What kind of plant is the tare ? Who are wheaJt f 
Who, tares? When were they distinguishable? What 
does this fact teach ? Who were the servants f What two 
questions did they ask ? What answers did they receive ? 
What do the answers teach ? What is the Tiarvest f Who 
are the reapers ? What will happen to the tares f What 
to the wheat? Give other Bible teachings on these 
points ? 

Troths. — 1. That the world was originally holy (v. 24). 
2. That sin was introduced into it primarily by Satan (v. 
25). 3. That the nature of its reception was such, that it 
cannot be forcibly separated from that which is good, 
without destroying both (v. 29). 4. That it will one day 
re»\ch a stage when it can and will be forcibly and fore7er 
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separated (v. 30). 5. That all things are in the possession 
Gf Christ (v. 41 » note). 6. That majesty and glory will 
mark the consnmmation of the world's history ( w. 41-43). 
LssHwms. -^ 1. That it is natural to wonder at the bad- 
ness of the world (v. 27). 2. That the Householder, rather 
than zxuinan reason, is to be sought, for a solution of the 
problem (v. 27). 3. That removing badness out of the 
world, is less to be aimed at, than develop- 
ing goodness in it (vv. 28-30). 4. That it 
was the Hoiueholder^a wisdom and strength 



ToIM fMlMk- 

a rant pUe«. 



(to forbear), rather than his mistake and weakness, which 

let the tares have their day (w. 28-30). Catechism. — 

Q. 102: What do we pray for in the second petition? 
A.: In the second petition, which is, "Thy kingdom 
come," we pray that Satan's kingdom may be destroyed, 
and that thekingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves 
and others brought into it, and kept in it, and that the 
kingdom of glory may be hastened. 

Points for Inquiry* — 1. Ck>mpare this parable and that of The 
Sower (notes vr. 27-80). 2. Explain w. 10-17. 8. Indicate any 
eonnection which may exist between this epoch of parable teaching, 
and a new stage in Christ's ministry. 4. Compare Christ's parables 
with those of human literature, and with those of the O. T. 6. In- 
dicate some elements of their power. 6. What light do they throw 
on Christ's early life, and on his human tastes? 7. Present instances 
oi an act like that of y. 25, between man and man. 



LESSON IV.: APRIL 25. 

CONFESSION AND CROSS-BEARINa. 

Daily Headings. — MoNl: Matt. 16: 13-28.— Tit.: 1 John 4: 
1-15; 6: 1-12. — "Wbd.: Acto 2: 14^-36. — Th.; Acts 10: 25-43.— 
FBI.: Acts 5: 27-42.— Sat.: 2 Cor. 11: 18-33; 12: 1-8.— Suw.; S 
Oor. ch. 4. 



72 



International Lessons. [Les. 4. 



H«tt.l6: 13-28.] 



The Iiesspn. 



[Commit w. 24-26. 



lA. IT When Jeana came into 
fhe coasts of Caaarea Fhilippi, 
he aaked his diBciplee, eaying, 
Whom do men say that I the 
Son of man am? 

14. And they eaid, Some $ajf 
tJMt thou art John the Baptist; 
some, Ellas; and others, Jere- 
mlas, or one of the prophets^ 

16. He salth unto them, Bat 
whom say ye that I am? 

16. And Simon Peter answer- 
ed and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 

17. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him. Blessed art thou, 
Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto 
thee, but my Father which fk in 
heaven. 

18. And I say also unto thee, 
That thou art Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church ; 
and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. 

19. And I will s^ve unto thee 
the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou 
Shalt bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven; and whatso- 
ever thou shalt loose on earth 
»jall be loosed In heaven. 

20. Then charged he his disci- 
ples that they should tell no 
man that he was Jesus the 
Christ. 

21. IT From that time forth be- 
gan Jesus to show unto his dls- 
eiples, how that he must go unto 



Jerusalem, and suffer many 
things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be kiU 
ed, and be raised again the third 
day. 

22. Then Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him, sayings 
Be it far from thee. Lord : this 
shall not be unto thee. 

23. But he turned, and said 
unto Peter, Qe^ thee behind me, 
Satan : thou art an offence onto 
me: for thou savourest not the 
things that be of Ck>d, but those 
that be of men. 

24. IT Then said Jesus unto his 
disciples, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, 
and take up his cross, and follow 
me. 

25. For whosoever will save 
his life shall lose it: and whoao- 
ever will lose his life for my 
sake shall find it. 

26. For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? or what 
shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul? 

27. For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father 
with his angels; and then he 
shall reward every man accord- 
ing to his works. 

2Q. Verily I say unto you. 
There be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, 
till they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom. 
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Ooldea Text.— Iv aht mjjx will com ArntB n, lbt hix 

DBNT mMSSLTt <^>^I> TJUO UP HIS OBOflB, AlTD FOLLOW KB. (Matt. 

16:24.) 

AnalyglB. — Topic: Christ's Divinity Acknowledged, Sufferings 
Foreshown, and Claim on his Followers Stated. — 1. Peter's Inspired 
ConfiBssion of Christ's Divinity (w. 13-20). 2. Christ's Sufferings 
Foreshown (w. 21-23). 3. His Claim on his Followers Stated (vv. 
24-28). 

Notes* — Time: A.D. 29. — CoirrEMP. Hist.; 2161). — 
Conitbotion:* Between the parable teaching (ch. 13: 1-^2), 
to which the last lesson belonged, and this lesson, in Matt., 
Christ has : 1. Taught and been rejected at Nazaretli 
(ch. 13: 53-^); 2. On hearing of John the Baptist's mar- 
tyrdom (ch. 14: 1-12), repaired to a desert place, and there 
fed 5,000 and healed their sick (ch. 14: 13-21); 3. Walked 
on the sea (ch. 14: 22-33) ; 4. Healed multitudes in the 
landof Gennesaret(ch. 14: 34-36); 6. Discoursed on eating 
with unwashen hands (ch. 15: 1-20); 6. Healed a daughter 
of a woman of Canaan (ch. 15: 21-28); 7. Healed multi- 
tudes, and fed 4,000 by the Sea of Galilee (ch. 15 : 29-30) ; 8. 
Answered a request for a sign (ch. 16: 1-4); 9. Warned the 
disciples against the Pharisees and Sadducees (ch. 16: 
5-12). The order of these events is chronological as fol- 
XX,, yh: Ch. 13: 1-^2, belongs to autumn, A.D. 28; Point 1, 
belongs to winter, 28-29; Points 2, 3, 4, belong to spring, 
29; Points 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, belong to summer, 29. 195. Par- 
allel passages: Mark 8: 27-38; 9: 1; Luke 9: 18-27.— 

* The Sermon on the Mount Quar. I., Lessons Y. to XI.) was de- 
livered In the summer of A.D. 28. The words of Les li. (Quar. II.) 
were spoken soon after. Les. III. (which Les. I. follows chronoiogi • 
cally ; see " Connection", p. 60) belongs to the following autumn. This 
lesson belongs to the summer of 29. Only some nine months of 
Christ's life now remain. The " Connection " of the remai)ilng 
lessons, will fiU theso months out quite fully. Let the scholar notice 
that this statement fixes the chronology of all the lessons since th9 
Temptation (Quar. I., Les. lY.) ; and, from this point on, let him giv^ 
the aequence of events close attention. 
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Place: Neighborhood of Gsesarea Philippi (55). — Gntcuu- 
STANCES : The closing stages of Christ's ministry approach; 
his disciples ought by this time to know his true nature; 
he will find if this be true, and follow their confession, by 
assuring them that death rather than earthly triumph, 
awaits him ; summer. - — ^Veb. 13: 2OT9 SS, 227e« Coasts : 
rather, 'parts' (ch. 2: 22 1. c). Asked: while in "the 
way" (Mark 8: 27), and after prayer (Luke 9: 18).— Veb. 
14: 124, 138, 148. Gh. 14: 2; Luke 9 : 7-9.— Veb. 15: But 
whom say ye : As distinguished from vague and mutually 
contradictory notions about himself (v. 14), Christ expects 
in his followers accurate and positive views. — Veb. 16: 
157, 207, 206* (Peter had similarly confessed earlier, 
though under less solemn circumstances; John 6: 66-71.) 
Thou art : not * I say that *, or * We say that * ; which shows 
that the conviction was profound and from Gk)d's Spirit. 
The Christ : i.e., the Messiah expected by the Jews. The 
SoUf etc. : i.e., divine ; whereas the Jews expected a 
human Messiah, who should at length be elevated to that 
office. Thus Peter grasx>ed Christ's twofold nature, which 
loftiness of view explains the blessing of v. 17. Living 
God : This intensifies the confession of Christ's divinity, 
showing that Peter did not mean it figuratively. Ps. 2:7; 
Matt. 14: 33; 26: 63, 64; John 1: 49; 11: 27; 20; 28, 29, 31; 
Acts 9: 20; Phil. 2: 11; Heb. 1: 2,6; 1 John 2: 22. — Veb. 
17: 206. Blessed: a solemn word (same as that used in 
the Beatitudes, ch. 6: 3-11), applied to members of God's 
Kingdom. Notice: 1. That Christ could not have so re- 
plied to Peter's confession, if not divine ; 2. That this con- 
fession (and Christ's implied acceptance of it) would 
greatly help the disciples to bear v. 21, and the coming ter- 
rible events. — Vers. 18, 19: 211, 213, 212. On these w. 
see 157. — Veb. 20: Then charged he, etc.: because: 1. He 
would have men find it out (similarly he had treated the 
disciples until now); 2. He would not kindle those exter- 
nal Messianic hopes to which the people were too prone. — 
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Vbb. 21: 689 ^I5d9 e^ c* First of four definite annoance- 
inents (here; ch. 17: 22, 23; 20: 17-19; 26: 1, 2). Must: 
hy the tli^ine purpose (ch. 26: 54; Luke 24: 26; John 3: 
14). And he raised : The disciples did not expect his res- 
urrection (though foretold here and in ch. 17: 23; 20: 19), 
because not understanding it (Mark 9: 10, 32). — Vbr. 22: 
20T« This slwll not be: spoken conildently as if P^t^r 
would guard him. This putting himself above God's 
plan, caused the sharpness of v. 23. — Yeb. 23: 210, 20G« 
Get thee, etc. : as Christ had said to Satan (ch. 4: 10). Thou 
art, etc.: rather, 'Thou art my stumbling-block % i.e. (as 
in the comparison to Satan), ' Thou temptest me ' (Bom. 
14: 13). Savourest : rather, * favorest *. — Vers. 24-26: 227f, 
As Christ had announced for himself self-denial and suf- 
fering, so he announces these for his followers. Ch. 10: 
38, 39; Acts 14: 22; 1 Thess. 3: 3; Rev. 7: 14. Will mve 
his life (in this world by disloyalty to me) sJuUl lose it (in 
the next). Will lose his life (in this world) for my sake 
shaU find it (in the next). If he shall gain the whole world 
(which no one has done or can do). — Veb. 27 : 209. S?iaU 
reward : Christ will come, not with his angels only (ch. 
13: 41), but as Judge (ch. 24: 30; 25: 31).--Ver. 28: On 
this see 2nb. 

Questions* — How much time between the last lesson 
. and this ? What main events have occurred, and at what 
seasons ? Why did Christ put the question of w. 13, 16, 
at tb^ time (" Connection ") ? Where was he, and under 
what circumstances (v. 13, and notes)? Tell something 
about Caesarea Philippi ? What views of Christ did men 
hold (v. 14) ? What view of him did Peter hold (v. Hi) r 
What two points in this view (v. 16, notes) ? What does 
Christ*s reply show about his nature (v. 17, notes) ? Ex- 
plain w. 18, 19 ? What did Christ charge the disciples (v. 
20)? Why? What did he foretell (v. 21)? What did 
Peter say to Christ (v. 22) ? What did Christ reply (v. 
23) ? Explain w. 24-26 ? Yer. 28 ? What about Christ 
does V. 27 show (notes) ? 
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Tnith§.— 1. That Christ is divine <w. 16, 17). 2. That 
he is Judge of the world (v. 27). 3. That he aimed to have 
his life teach men more than his words (w. 15, 20). 4. That 
men are pillars of his Church (v. IH). 5. That their respon- 
sibility respecting the Church is immense (v. 19; ch. 18: 
18). 6. That the Christian life involves fellowship with 
the sufferings of Christ (w. 24, 25; Col. 1: 24). 7. That 
the soul is the highest human standard 

of value (v. 26). Lessons* — 1. The duty 

and privilege of confessing Christ (w. 15, 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails In 
a sure place. 



17). 2. The importance of studying his life (inference from 
" Truth " 3, above). 3. The peril of self-esteem (v. 22). 
4. The short-sightedness of earthly estimates (v. 25 f . c). 
Catechism. — Q. 46: What is required in the first com- 
mandment ? A. : The first commandment requireth us to 
know and acknowledge God to be the only true God, and 
our God, and to worship and glorify him accordingly. 

Points for Inqairy. — 1. Give an outline of Christ's ministry 
np to this point. 2. Indicate the nature of the new period in his 
ministry now entered upon, and the bearing of this lesson on the 
same. 3. Show, as suggested hy this lesson, Christ's plan for impart- 
ing the knowledge of himself to those about him. 4. Give th« 
leading interpretations of w. 18, 19. 6. Show the bearing of this 
lesson on the doctrines of the humanity and divinity of Christ. 



LESSON v.: MAY 2; 

THE TRANSFIGURATION. 

Daily Readings.— Mon.: Matt. 17: 1-13.— Tn.: Ex. 83: &-2S. 
—Wed.: 1 Ki. 19: 9-18.— Th.: Ex. 34: 27-35; 1 Ki. 19: 1-8; Matk 
4: 1, 2. — F»i. : Deut. 34 : 1-6; 2 Ki. 2 : 1-11. — Sat. : John 6 : 3(Mr« 
— Sun.: Deut. 18: 15-19; 2 Pet 1: 12-21. 

llatt. 17 : 1-13.] Tlie l«88on. [Commit w. 1-S. 

1. And after six days Jesus i his brother, and bringeth thexn 
takeih Peter, James, and John I up into an high mountain apar^. 
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2. And was traDsfigared before 
them : and his fiaoe did shine as 
the sun, and his raiment was 
white as the light. 

3. And, behold, there appeared 
unto them Moses and Ellas talk- 
ing with him. 

4. Then answered Peter, and 
said unto Jesus, Lord, It is good 
for as to be here : if thou wilt, 
let us make here three tabema- 
eles; one for thee, and one for 
Moses, and one for Ellas. 

5. While he yet spake, behold, 
a bright cloud overshadowed 
ibem : and behold a voice out of 
the cloud, which said, This is 
my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleased ; hear ye him. 

6. And when the disciples 
beard iij they fell on their face, 
and were sore afraid. 

7. ASid Jesus came and touched 
them, and said. Arise, and be 
not afraid. 



the 



8. And when they had Uffce^ 
up their eyes, they saw no man« 
save Jesus only. 

9. And as they came down from 
mountain, Jesus charged 

them, saying, Tell the vision to 
no man, until the Son of man be 
risen again from the dead. 

10. And his disciples asked 
him, saying, Why then say the 
scribes that Ellas must first 
come? 

11. And Jesus answered and 
said unto them, Elias truly shall 
first come, and restore all things. 

12. But I say unto you. That 
Elias is come already, and they 
knew him not, but have done 
unto him whatsoever they listed. 
Likewise shall also the Son of 
man suffer of them. 

13. Then the disciples under- 
stood that he spake unto them 
of John the Baptist. 



Golden Text. — Wb beheld his olobt, thb globt as or 

THE ONLY BEOOTTEK OF THB FaTHEB, TULL OV OBACB AKD 

TBUTH. (John 1 : 14.) 

Analysis.— Topic : The Transfiguration. —1. Its Glory (w. 1, 2). 
2. Its Celestial Companionship (v. 3). 3. Its Blessedness (v. 4) . 
4. Its Tw«4uiony to Christ (w. 5-8). 5. The Preciousness of its 
Memory (v 0). 6. Christ's Testimony to John the Baptist (w. 10- 
13). 

Notes* — Time; A. D. 29. — Contemp. Hist.: 216Ii* — 
Connection : Immediately follows preceding lesson. 195* 
Parallel passages: Mark 9: 2-13; Luke 9: 28-^. — FiiACs: 
A mountain in Galilee (60, 199). — Cibcumstances : Christ 
has withdrawn with the three chief disciples into a moun- 
tain to pray (Luke 9: 28); a transfiguration with glory, 
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celestial visitants, and a voice from heaven, prepare him 
for the period of rejection and of suffering in his ministry 
(Luke 9: 31), as his baptism, John^s testimony, etc., pre- 
pared him for its earlier periods; the three disciples are 
witnesses; six days "after Peter's confession, and Christ's 

prediction of his death; sunmier; probably night. ^ViiB. 

1: (On the Transfiguration as a whole, see 199«) SOT, 157, 
140, 149. Six : so Mark (9: 2) ; * about an eight ', Luke (9: 
28, speaking approximately). Into an high mountain ; *' to 
pray. And as he prayed ", etc. (Luke 9: 28, 29). — Veb. 2: 
Transfigured: i.e., 'changed in outward aspect*. A9 thA 
sun: Rev. 1: 16. White as tlie light: "shining, exceeding 
white as snow; so as no fuller on earth can white them " 
(Mark9: 3); *♦ white and glistering "(Luke 9: 29).— Vje».3: 
156, 138. See Luke's (9: 31) important addition. — Ysk. 4: 
^7. See Luke's (0: 32 f. c; compare Matt. 26: 40, 43, 45) 
addition. Good; See above ''Analysis", 3. Let vs make: 
rather, * Let me make * (Peter would like to do it). Moses, 
etc.: This shows that Moses, etc., were recognized without 
any explanation (see " Truths " below, 5). — Ver. 5^ 307. 
Voice ; Ch. 3: 17; John 12: 2&-30. Out of the cloud : which 
bore away Moses, etc. (Luke 9: 34). What Peter has eome 
to believe (ch. 16: 16), he now hears out of the sky; to be- 
lieve is to prepare the way for more light (John 1 : 49-61). 
Hear him : who supersedes lawgiver and prophet (as im- 
plied by their withdrawal); Isa. 42: 1; Deut. 18: 15-19; 
Acts 3: 22, 23; Heb. 1: 1, 2; 2: 1-3.— Vek. 6: 327e. O. T. 
interpretations of divine glory frequently affected men 
thus (e.g., Ezek. 1: 28). — Ver. 7: Dan. 10: 10, 18; Rev. 1: 
17. — Veb. 9: 226, 207, See Mark's (9: 10) addition (im- 
portant as explaining, in part, the surprise of the disciples 
at Christ's resurrection). Until : when the Transflguxation 
cimld be comprehended; Peter (2 Pet. 1: 16-18) and John 
(1: 14) told it thereafter.— Ver. 10: 215c. Why then, etc.: 
with the idea, ' If we may not tell of Elijah's appearance, 
is the scribes' view tJien true ? ' On this view (derived 
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from Mai. 4: 5; compare Matt. 11: 14) see 138a«— Vebs. 
11-13: 134. Restore: or, 'reestablish' (Mai. 4: 6); the 
fatnre tense (shall) is used (though John had come already) 
because the scribes' view is quoted. Is come already: 
Matt. 11: 14. They knew, etc.: They refers to the scribes 
(y, 10) and others who expected Elijah's return; the scribes 
rejected him (ch. 21: 25; Luke 7: 30); Herod AntipaS'(who 
bolieved more or less as did the scribes) slew him (ch. H: 
8-11). 

Questions. — How miich time between the last lesson 
and this? Where did Christ go (v. 1)? With whom? 
Why only those ? Tell any other times when he took only 
those with him ? How was he occupied when transfigured 
(Luke 9-29) ? How did his face appear? How his raiment ? 
Who talked with him ? About what (Luke 9: 31) ? How 
were the disciples first occupied (Luke 9: 32)? What did 
Peter say? What was heard ? Whence? Saying what ? 
How did it affect the disciples ? What did Christ charge 
them ? Why ? What idea had the scribes about Elijah ? 
Why ? Explain w. 11-13 ? What was the design of the 
Transfiguration ? State five aspects of it (" Analysis ' ') ? 

Traths.— 1. That Christ is divine (v. 6). 2. That he is 
to be heard beyond all other teachers (v. 5, notes). 3. 
That the heavenly life is surpassingly blessed (v. 4) and 
glorious (v. 2). 4. That it is social (v. 3). 5. That in it 
men retain their personality and capacity to be recognized 
(v. 4, notes). 6. That this world's spiritual history in- 
tensely Interests them (Luke 9: 31). 7. That 
the world's redemption has an historical pro- 
gress (Moses, Elijah, Christ). Lessons. — 
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1. That God's servants may expect periods of special 
divine illumination, particularly at their life-crises (the 
transfiguration before all that awaited Christ and tho 
three disciples). 2. That prayer is the natural avenue 
to them (Luke 9: 28, 29). 3. That reticence respecting 
them is pradent (v. 9). 4. That their perpetual pre' 
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ence would be inexpedient (v. 4; Luke 9: 33 1. c). & 
The slowness of men to recognize God's hand in piesent 

historical events (v. 12). Catechism (v. 6). — Q. 6: 

How many persons are there in the Godhead ? A. : There 
are three persons in the Godhead — the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost ; and these three are one God, the 
same in substance, equal in power and glory. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Significanoe of the TraDftfigaration as 
a ^hole. 2. Its permanent influence on its three witnessesj Peter's 
and John's later references to it. 8. Its value to the Church and to 
us. 4. Experiences and oflices of Moses and EUjah, which make 
their appearance significant (see "Daily Readings"). 5^ O. T. in- 
stances of terror (v. 6) before divine manifestations. 6. Occasion 
and significance of such terror. 



LESSON VI. : MAY 9. 

JESUS AND THE YOUNG. 

Daily Beadingrs. — 'Mon. : Matt. 19 : ia-26. — Tu. : Matt. 18 : 1- 
10. — Wkd. : Matt. 21 : 1-16. — Th. : Josh. 7 : 10-26. —Fw. : Luke 12 : 
13-21. — Sat. : Jas. 5 : 1-6; 2 : 1-9. — Sun. : Acts 2 : 87-47 ; Bom. 1 : 
16,16; ICor. 2: 1-5. 

Matt. 19 : 13-26.] The liosson. [Commit w. 21-26. 



13. IT Then were there brought 
unto him little children, that he 
should put hia hands on them, 
and pray : and Uie disciples re- 
buked them. 

14. But Jesus said, Suffer little 
children, and forbid them not, 
to come unto me ; for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven. 

15. And he laid his hands on 
fhem, and departed thence. 

15. IT And, behold, one came 
and said unto him, Good Master, 



what good thing shall I do, that 
I may have eternal life? 

17. And he said unto hinit 
Why callest thou me good? ther^ 
ia none good but one, thcU is, 
God : but if thou wilt enter into 
life, keep the commandments. 

18. He saith unto him, Which ? 
Jesus said. Thou shalt do no 
murder. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. Thou shalt not steal. 
Thou shalt not bear falsa wit* 
ness, 
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19. Honor thy father and thy 
mother: and. Thou shalt love 
thy neighhour as thyself. 

20. The young man saith unto 
him, All these things have I 
kept from my youth up: what 
lack I yet? 

- 21. Jesus said unto him, If 
thou wilt he perfect, go and sell 
that thou hast, and. give to the 
poor, and thou shalt have treas- 
ure in heaven: and come and 
follow me. 

22. But when tlie young man 
heard that saying, he went away 
sorrowful : for he had great pos- 
sessions. 



23. IT Then said J^ns unto his 
disciples, Verily I say unto you, 
That a rich man shall hardly 
enter into the kingdom of heaven. 

24. And again I say unto you. 
It is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into 
the kingdom of God. 

25. When his disciples heard 
itt they were exceedingly 
amazed, saying, Who then can 
he saved? 

26. But Jesus heheld <A«m, and 
said unto them. With men this 
is impossible; hut with God all 
things are possible. 



Golden Text. — Bur Jesus said, Supfeb little children, 

AND FORBID THEM KOT, TO COME UNTO ME ; FOR OF SUCH IS THE 
KINGDOM OF^EAVEN. (Matt. 19 : 14.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Intimations respecting Being Saved. — 1. 
Christ Receives Little Children (vv. 13-15). 2. Lays Oonditions on 
s Rich Young Man (w. 1&-22). 8. Points out the Danger of Riches 
(w. 23, 24). 4. Affirms the Omnipotence of God's Saving Grace 
(vv. 25, 26). 

Notes. — Time : A.D. 30. — Contbmp. ^ist. : 216b. — 
Coitnection: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt., 
Christ has: 1. Healed a demoniac boy (eh. 17: 14-^21); 2. 
Beannounced his death and resurrection (ch. 17: 22, 23; 
earlier, in ch. 16: 21); 3. Commuted on, and paid the 
temple tax (ch. 17: 24-27); 4. Delivered a discourse sug- 
gested by the question, " Who is the greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven ?"(ch. 18); 6. Departed from Galilee to 
Jndsea beyond Jordan, and healed multitudes (ch. 19: 1, 
^); 6. Answered the Pharisees respecting divorce (ch. 19: 
3-12). The order of these events is nearly or quite chron- 
ological, as follows : Point 1, belongs to summer, A.D. 29; 
Points 2, 3, 4> 6, belong to autumn, 29; Point 6, belongp 
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winter or sfMing, 80. (John ohs. 7, 8, 9, 10, and Luke 9: 
U. to 18: 14 indosive— possibly excepting Luke 9: 57-82; 
13: 18-21 — belong between the end of Matt. ch. 18 and Matt. 
19: 3.) 195. Parallel passages: Mark 10: 13-27; Lnke 18: 
15-27. — Place: Judsea beyond Jordan (ch. 19: 1; T3) — 
"Bethabara" (Bethany; John 10: 40; 1: 28; 52). — Cib- 
cuMSTAKCBs: As Christ is about to leave the place above 
named, children are brought to him, whom (to the dis- 
pleasure of the disciples) he accepts; starting <v. 15 1. c; 
Mark 10: 17), a rich young man runs to him, upon whom 
Christ lays conditions which repd him; this leads to a 
discourse (vv. 23-30; ch. 20: 1-16), part of which this lesson 

includes; winter or early spring. Veb. 13: 2l27e^ 197 

(I.). Then : after Christ had defended the sanctity of mar- 
riage (w. 3-12). Little children : also " infants " (Luke 18: 
15). Put his hands, etc.: an ancient rite (e.g., Gen. 48: 14; 
Acts 6: 6). Pray: Prayers of holy men were especially 
valued (John 9: 31). Rebuked them: ie.,^' those that 
brought them " (Mark 10: 13). The disciples would shield 
Christ from supposed, and themselves from real, annojranoe 
Xch. 17: 23). — ViBB. 14: 207, 211. But JeeuB said : ** he was 
much displeased [with the disciples], and said ** (Mark 10: 
14). Suffer f etc.: The Kingdom, i.e., is accessible to the 
entire circle oPhuman life; -especially to children, whose 
humility, trust and teachableness, must mark all the 
saved (ch. 18: 1-6, 10; and the additions, Mark 10: 15; 
Luke 18: 17).— Vkb. 15: See Mark's (10: 16) fuller ac- 
count, where * * Messed " , is ' fervently blessed ' . Departedt 
etc.: See ch. 20: 17. — Vbes. 16, 17: 207, 212, 206. One 
came and said: a young man (w. 20, 22); rich (v. 22); a 
"ruler'' (perhaps of a synagogue, Luke 18: 18); in ** the 
way ", " running ", " kneeled " (Mark 10: 17). Good MaB^ 
ter, etc.: The common Greek text has been altered to 
agree with Mark and Luke; the better text, translated, is: 
• Master, what *, etc. ; and : * Why askest thou me about 
the good £l.e., * good tiling ', of the question] ? One [i.e., a 
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Person] is the Gk>od.' Good thing, and " inherit eternal 
life ** (]Vfark 10: 17; Luke 18: 18), show how deeply the man 
was sunk in the Jewish idea of earning heaven. — Vers. 
17 L c, 18, 19: Z^Sg* But if thou wUt, etc.: i.e., 'From 
your point of view [what good thing, etc., v. 16], there ia 
nothing to he said' hut keep ', etc. Some commands of the 
second tahle only, are instanced, together with that key 
to the same, Thou shcUt love, etc. {Lev. 19: 18; Matt. 22 
39; Rom. 13: 9), hy which Christ will presently (v. 21) test 
him. — Y£BS. 20-22 : 213. The young man shows : 1. 
That he is dissatisfied with himself (v. 16); 2. That he has, 
nevertheless, only thought of righteousness as outward 
conduct; that the houndless spirit of the law of love, has 
never dawned upon him. His honest solicitude and his 
limitation of view, awaken in Christ the fond sympathy 
of Mark 10: 21. Christ proposes for him, therefore, a 
special test (not put to Nicodemus, Zacchsdus, etc.), hy 
which his supposed love to man and loyalty to God will 
be certainly proved, after which, if he stand the test, he is 
to foUow Christ. It is heroic surgery for a most^romising 
but difficult case. The young man does not endure it; 
much though he loves God and men, he loves his property 
and himself more (1 Tim. 6: 9, 10). — Vebs. 23, 24: 83, 
211« This fatal choice hy one so upright and solicitous, 
. occasioned this emphatic statement; if he would so choose, 
how much more those without his virtues. Camel (put for 
any very large thing in ch. 23: 24) and needle, cannot be 
explained as meaning something else. Nor need they he. 
One is a physical, the other a spiritual, unpossihility (what 
man will say which of two impossibilities is easier?); if 
the latter occurs, it will be only by a miracle of grace. — 
Vers. 26, 26: Who then: i.e., *If not the rich, with their 
opportunities, who ? ' Beheld them : with special solem- 
nity, they having touched upon a central mystery of re- 
demption. With men: not, *in the judgment of men*; 
bat, ' so far as men are concerned '. ThU U impotsihle : i.e 
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being saved (in the case of any man). Over against man's 
impotence, Christ places God's omnipotence. 

Questions. — How much time between the last lesson 
and this ? What main events have occurred, and at what 
season ? Where was Christ at this time ? Where about 
to go (v. 15, note) ? What were brought to him ? Why? 
What did the disciples do ? Why ? How did Christ feel 
about their conduct ? What did he say and do ? Give 
other instances of his kindness to children? What is 
meant by of Siich is the kingdom^ etc. (v. 14, note) ? Tell 
what you can about the young man f Explain v. 17 ? How 
did Christ feel' toward him ? Why ? What did he com- 
mend him to do ? Why ? Mention some men whom Christ 
allowed to keep their property? What did Christ say 
about the danger of riches? What about God's power to 
convert men (v. 26) ? 

Truths* — 1. That Christ greatly moved men (JyTOVLifM. 
unto him little children). 2. That he enkindled their best 
impulses (pray, v. 13). 3. That he made a special case ol 
each sou? (his peculiar treatment of the young man). 4. 
That certain traits of children are preeminent Christian 
virtues (of such is, etc., v. 14). 6. That the entire circle of 
human life is invited into the Kingdom (even " infants", 
Luke 18: 15). 6. That no excellence of conduct will be 
accepted by Christ, which is not attended 
by entire self-surrender and submission to 
him (vv. 20-, 21; Mark 10: 21). 7. That the 
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sa^ang of any soul is an act of omnipotence (v. 26). 
Lessons. — 1. That Christ^ is displeased with whatever 
debars religion from children (Mark 10: 14). 2. That the 
natural heart desires to buy heaven (v. 16). 3. That it ab- 
surdly overestimates what it can offer (v. 20; Luke 17: 10). 

4. The danger of riches (w. 23, 24). Catechism. — Q. 

100: What doth the preface of the Lord's Prayer teach 
us ? A. : The prefacj of the Lord's Prayer, which is, " Our 
Father, which art in heaven," teacheth us to draw near 
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to God with all holy reverence and confidence, as children 
to a father, able and ready to help us, and that we should 
pray wJtn and for others. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Christ's movements froni the Trans- 
figuration until the raising of Lazarus. 2. Influences which led to 
these muvcments. 3. Characteristics and special teachings of the 
Peraean ministry. 4. The mission of the Sc"^«nty; its design and 
results. 5. Christ and children in the Gospels. 6. Whai traits of 
children does he so. highly esteem ? 7. Explain Christ's treatment 
of the young ruler; lessons deducible therefrom. 



LESSON VII.: MAY 16. 



TETE MARRIAGE FEAST. 

I>aily Beadlngrs. — MoN. : Matt. 22: 1>14. — Tu. : Hatt. 28: 29- 
8&. — Wkd. : Luke 21 : 5-22. — Th. : Rom. eh. 11. — Fm. : Matt. 26 : 
1-13; Luke 12 : 35-38. — Sat. : Ps. 45 ; Isa. ch. 62. — Sun. : Rev. 19 : 
1-9; 21: 1-4,9-12,21-27. 

Matt. 22 : 1-14.] The Lesson. [Commit w. 11-14. 



1. And Jesus answered and 
spake unto them again by para- 
bles, and said, 

2. The kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a certain king, which 
made a marriage for his son, 

8. And sent forth his servants 
to call them that were bidden to 
the "wedding: and they would 
not come. 

4. Again, he sent forth other 
servants, saying. Tell them which 
are hidden. Behold, I have pre- 
pared my dinner : my oxen and 
my fia.tling8 are killed, and all 
thln^ are ready : come unto the 



5. But they made light of it, 
and went their ways, one to his 
farm, another to bis merchan- 
dise : 

6. And the remnant took his 
servants, and entreated them 
Bpitefally, and slew them. 

7. But when the king heard 
thereof, he was wroth: and he 
sent forth his armies, and de- 
stroyed those murderers, and 
burned up their city. 

8. Then saith he to his ser- 
vants. The wedding is ready, but 
they which were bidden were 
not worthy. 

9. Go ye therefore into t^ 
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hlgfawayt, and as many as ye 
Bhall find, bid to the mar- 
liage. 

10. So those servants went out 
into the highways, and gathered 
together all as many as they 
found, both bad and good : and 
the wedding was furnished with 
grnests. 

11. If And when the king came 
In to see the guests, he saw there 
a man which had not on a wed- 
ding garment : 



12. And he salth unto him. 
Friend, how earnest thou in 
hither not haying a wedding; 
garment? And he was speech- 
less. 

13. Then said the king to the 
servants, Bind him hand and 
foot, and take him away, and 
cast him into outer darkness; 
there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. 

14. For many are called, but 
few are chosen. 



Golden Text. — As many as tx find, bid to the mabbiaos. 
(Matt. 22 : 9.) 

Analysis. — Tone : Parable of The Marriage of the King's Bon. 
— 1. The Specially Invited Guests cruelly Spurn their Invitation 
(TV. 1-*). 2. They are Destroyed and their City is Burned (v. 7). 
8. The Invitation being Made Universal, the Wedding is Furnisbed 
with Guests (w. 8-10). 4. One Appearing without a Wedding Qar- 
ment is Cast Out (w. 11-14). 

Notes. — Time.: A.D. 30. — Contbmp. Hist.: 216b« — 
Oonxection: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt.» 
Christ has : 1 . Made certain promises to the d|p|jples (ch. 19 : 
27-30); 2. Spoken the parable of The Laborers in the Yine- 
yard (ch. 20: 1-16); 3. More minutely (third time; earlier, 
in ch. 16: 21; 17: 22, 23) foretold his death and resurrection 
(ch. 20: 17-19); 4. Beplied to a request of the mother of the 
sons of Zebedee (ch. 20: 20-28); 5. Healed two blind men 
near Jericho (ch. 20: 29-34); 6. Entered Jerusalem in tri- 
umph (ch. 21: 1-11); 7. Cleansed the Temple (ch. 21: 12-16); 
8. Cursed (after the night at Bethany) a barren fiig-tree 
(ch«21: 17-19); 9. Discoursed (when it has withered) on tlie 
power of faith (ch. 21: 20-22); 10. Replied to certain -wbo 
questioned his authority (ch. 21: 23-32); 11. Spoken against 
them the parable of The Wicked Husbandmen (ch. 21 : 33- 
46). The order of Points 1 to 5, is chronologi<Al, and they 
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belong to spring, A.D. 30. Points 6 to 11, follow Points 1 
to 5, in this order: Point 6, belongs to Sunday, April 2, 
A.D. 30; Points 8, 7, belong to Monday, April 3; Points 9, 
10, H, belong to Tuesday, April 4. (Between Points 2 and 
^y perhaps 4)elongs John ch. 11; between Points 5 and 6, 
belongs Matt. 26: 6>13 — see John 12: 1.) 195, 200a, b, c, 
d* This lesson is peenliar to Matt. ; has some resemblance 
to the parable of The Great Supper, spoken earlier (Luke 
14: 16-24). — Place: Temple (225) at Jerusalem (68).— 

CmcuMSTANCEs: 200d. Ver. 1: 20T, 223. — Vbb. 2: 

211. Rev. 19: 6-9; 21: 2, 9; Eph. 5: 25-27. — Vbb. 3: Luke 7: 
20, 30. — Ver. 6: Rom. 2: 17, 4. — Ver. 6: Acts 5: 40; 7: 59, 
60; 8: 1-3; 12: 1-3; 23: 12, 13; 1 Thess. 2: 14, 15. — Vbb. 7: 
Sg. Dan. 9: 26; Luke 21: 20. — Vbb. 8: Acts 18: 45-47; 
Rom. 9: 25. — Vbb. 9: Highways : rather, * cross-roads ', 
which, the city being destroyed (v. 7), must be those of 
the country, those of the great world. — Vbb. 10: Bad and 
good : i.e., Irrespeotiye of previous knowledge and charac- 
ter (which had been more regarded in the first invitations, 
viz., those to the Jews). — Vbb. 11: Wedding garment: 
1.6., one suitable for such an occasion. Such may (as is 
often stated) have been given by the one making the wed- 
ding, and, if so, would well represent Christ's righteoua- 
ness. But: 1. Such a custom cannot be proved to have 
zneix ts^lsted; 2. Christ noakes nojpoint of it; 3. The sa- 
lient point is, not how the garment might be obtained, 
bat that ii ought to have been obtained. — Veb. 12: How 
earned f ^^,: expressive of astonishment, like: 'How 
cooldst thou venture ', etc. — Vers. 13, 14: Bind, etc.: i.e., 
in order that he may not escape from the outer darkness 
(eh. 5: 26; 25: 40). Tliere shall be, etc., and v. 14: added 
by Christ, (see ch. 13: 42, note, p. 70), v. 14 intimating that 
ncN; one but many will thus be rejected (ch. 7: 21-23).— 
Vers. 1-14: 1. The marriage (v. 2) is Chri«t*^s complete 
nnion with his Church (Rev. 19: 6-9), which the guests 
•w ^tild ultimately attend. 2. Those first invited (w. d> ^ 
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are the Jews. 3. They are invited, first (v. 3) by John tlie 
Baptist, the Twelve, the Seventy, etc. ; secondly (when 
all things are ready, v. 4), by other servants, viz., the Apos- 
tles and first Christian preachers. 4. In each case, some 
are merely indifferent (v. 5), and others despise and per- 
secute (v. 6). 5. V. 7, indicates the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and The more complete rejection of the Jews which 
followed that evont. fi. Vv. 8-10, indicate the more com- 
plete ingathering of the Oentiles, which followed that 
event and which still continuos. 7. Vv. 11-14, indicate 
the rejection of those not properly array od ; i.e., as taught 
elsewhere (Rom. 13: 14; 2 Cor. 5: 21; Acts 4: 12), in 
Christ's righteousness. 8. Servants, in v. 13, is a different 
Greek word from that used in earlier w., and represents 
the angels (ch. 13: 41, 42). 9. The preceding parable (ch. 
21: 33-46) has had to do with the pasit of Jewish history, 
and with the slaying of Christ; this parable has to do 
with (then) present and coming Jewish history and with 
the ingathering of the Gentiles (hence Christ is here, him 
in whose honor the marriage is made, v. 2; and not he» 
but his servants, w. 3, 4, 6, 8, 10, summon the guests). 

Questions. — On what day of the week was this parable 
spoken ? Where ? What events had occurred on each of 
the three preceding days ? What events between the last 
lesson and those days ? Give (in your own words) this 
parable ? What does the marriage represent ? Give other 
Bible examples of the same figure ? Who were those first 
invited ? In what two ways did they treat the invitation 
(w. 6, 6) ? Illustrate these ways from N. T. history ? What 
was the consequence (v. 7) ? Tell something about the 
destruction of Jerusalem ? Explain w. 8-10 ? Vv. 11-14 ? 
Distinguish between the servants of v. 3, and those of vv. 
4» 6, 8, 10, and those of v. 13 ? What is the wedding gar* 
m£nt f Do you wear it ? 

Troths. — 1. That the Bible affords an essential delinear- 
tton of God's Kingdom in all ages (compare this and tlie 
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pteceding parable). 2. That the armies of even the 
heathen, are (Jod's ^^ies (v. 7; Isa. 45: 1-4; 2 Ki. 19: 25- 
28; Ps. 76: 10). 3. That the crises of nations are stages in 
the advancement of God's Kingdom (v. 7). 4. That 
Christ's relation to his Church is intimate, tender and 
^••-^.Tious (w. 2-4, 11-13). 5. That his righteousness alone 
can save men (vv. 11-13). 6. That it is offered freely to 
all (v. 9). 7. That many in the company of those clothed 
with it, will be found without it (v. 14, i ^ ^ ^ , — i 

^ ' To be fasten- 1 

note). 8. That their fate will be unalterable od as noiis i.. J 

(bind him hand and foot, v. 13). Lessons. |*«^^p^*°*m 

— 1. That the fate of Jerusalem and of the Jews, wit- 
nesses to the truth of Christianity (w. 7, 8). 2. That 
indifference to Christ, is as sure a way to be lost, as 
hostility to him (w. 6-7). 3. The multiplicity of God's 

servants (v. 7; v. 3; w. 4, 6, 8, 10; v. 13). Catechism. — 

Q. 33: What is justification? A.: Justification is an act 
of God's free grace, wherein he pardoneth all our sins, 
and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the 
righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and received by 
faith alone. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Marriage customs of Christ's time. 2. 
Present the arguments for and against the view that wedding gar- 
menta were given to guests. 8. Organization of armies at that 
period. 4. Their arms and methods of warfare. 6. Q-ive some ac- 
count of the destruction of Jerusalem; its results. 6. Highways 
of that period. 7. State and sustain from Scripture, the dotttine of 
josUflcation by ISaiih (v. 12). 



LESSON Vni. : MAY 23. 

THE JUDGMENT. 

Daily Keadings. — Mon. : Matt. 25 : 31-46. —Tn. : Dan. ch. 12. 
— WXD. : Matt. 24 : 20-33. — Th. : 2 Thess. ch. 1. — Fbi. : 2 These, 
ttb. a.— Sat. : Rev: ch. 20. -^ Sun. : Rev. ch. 22. 
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liatt. 2&: 31-^.] 



Th« I^esMon. 



[Commit ▼▼. 34^10. 



81. If When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all 
the holy angels with him, then 
fifaall he Bit upon the throne of 
bis glory: 

32. And before him shall be 
gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divideth 
hi8 sheep from the goats : 

83. And he shall set the sheep 
on his right hand, but the goats 
on the left. 

34. Then shall the King say 
unto them on his ri^t hand, 
Gome, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of 
the world: 

85. For I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirsty, and ye gave me drink : I 

' vas a stranger, and ye took me 
in: 

86. Naked, and ye elotfaed me : 
I was siek, and ye visited me : 1 
vaa In prison, and ye came xmto 
me. 

87. Then shall the righteous 
answer him, saying. Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungered, and 
fed theef or thirsty, and gave 
thee drink? 

88. When saw we thee a 
stranger, and took thee In? or 
naked, and clothed thee t 



89. Qr'When saw we thee sick, 
or in prison, and came unto 
thee? 

40. And the King shall answer 
and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you. Inasmuch as ye have 
done U unto one of Uie least of 
these my brethren, ye have dona 
U unto me. 

41. Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Beport 
from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared fbr the devil' 
and his angels : 

42. For I was an hungered, 
and ye gave me no meat : I wm 
thirsty, and ye gave me no 
drink: 

43. I was a stranger, and ye 
took me not in: naked, and ye 
clothed me not: sick, and in 
prison, and ye visited me not. 

44. Then shall they also an- 
swer him, saying. Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungered, or 
athlrst, or a stranger, or nalctd, 
or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? 

45. Then shall he answer them* 
saying. Verily I say unto you, 
Liasmuch as ye did U not to one 
of the least of these, ye did it 
not to me. 

46. And these shall go away 
into everlasting punishment : but 
the righteous into life eternal. 



Golden Text. —And thbse shall go away iwto svebla8TIK€I 

PUNIBHMBNT : BUT THE RieHTBOUS IMTO LWK BTBBNAL. (Matt. 
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Anal jsis.— Topic: The Final Judgment.— 1. The Coming of 
Christ (v. 81). 2. The Qatherlng and Separating of All Katlona 
(▼V. 32, 33). 3. Sentence of the Righteous, with Reasons (w. 34* 
40). 4. Sentence, of the Wicked, with Reasons (w. 41-45). 5. The 
Sentences Ezecnted (v. 46). 

Notes. — Time: A.D. 30. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b.-- 
CJomfFCTiON: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt., 
Christ has: 1. Answered a question respecting tribute to 
Caesar (ch. 22: 15-22); 2. Answered a question respecting 
the resurrection (ch. 22: 23-^); 3. Answered a question 
respecting the great commandment (ch. 22: d4r40); 4. 
Baffled his inquisitors by a question respecting Christ and 
David (ch. 22: 41-46); 5. Denounced the scribes and 
Pharisees (ch. 23); 6. Made predictions respecting his 
coming and the end of the world (ch. 24); 7. Spoken the 
parable of The Ten Virgins (ch. 26: 1-13); 8. Spoken the 
parable of The Talents (ch. 25: 14-30). The order of these 
events is chronological, and they belong to Tuesday, April 
4, A.D. 30. SOOd. This lesson is peculiar to Matt. — 
Place: Mount of Olives (ch. 24 : 1-3; 68a). — Circum- 
stances: 200d. Veb. 31: 20T, 209, 211a. Ch. 13: 41; 

16: 27; 19: 28; Acts 1: 11; 1 Thess. 4: 16' 17; 2 Thess. 1: 
7-lOj Jude 14, 15; Rev. 1: 7. — Ve^,32, 33: 90, 86. Ch. 
13: &; Rom. 14: 10; 2 Cor. 6: l8; ReV.'20: 12. The wicked 
arc -uwJled . goats, because the latter were only slightly 
valued (Luke 15: 29); in v. 33, the Greek word is diminu- 
tive, thus further expressing slight valuation. Rights 
left: as more and less honorable (Eccl. 10: 2; Acts 7: 56; 
Heb. 1: 3). — Vebs. 34-^: 207, 206, 2U. Ths King: 
Christ applies this title to himself here only (Bev. 19* 16; 
Bom. 14: 9). Blessed of my Father: Bom. 8: 17; 1 Pet. 
1: 4. Kingdom: 1 Thess. 2: 12; Bev. 6: 10. Pre^rp^^ : 
Ch. 20: 23; John 14: 2; 1 Cor. 2: 9; Heb. 11: 16. T^ 
in : with the idea of making him one of the fami)* 
Naked: Jas. 2: 15, 16. Visited: Jas. 1: 27. Ir 
Tim. 1: 16. Only bodily ministrations are jxy 
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they are thcN»e occasioning the most. expense and trouble, 
and hence are the snrest tests of character. — Vers. 37-39: 
207. It is hard for the blessed to realize that their minis- 
trations to men have been ministrations to Christ (ch. 10: 
40; 18: 6). — Ver. 40: 228b. Christ shows them that this 
has been the case. Brethren: Ch. 12: 49, 50. Unto one of 
the least : Notice: 1. The exactitude (ch. 10: 29, 30, 42); no 
slightest true act, or the contrary (v. 45), is unmarked ty 
Christ; 2. The condescension (one of the least). — Vers. 41- 
43: 213, 210, 210a. Cursed : not of rrnj Fathei^ (v. 34), but 
of themselves. Prepared : not /or you (v. 34), but, properly, 
for far different beings {for the devily etc.); Isa. 30: 33; Jude 
6. And ye gave me no meaty etc. : They had been deficient 
just where the blessed had not been. — Ver. 44: Self-justi- 
fication, as distinguished from the self-depreciation of the 
blessed (w. 37-39): the assumption is: * Had we seen thee ', 
etc., * we would have % etc. — Ver. 45: The counterpart of 
V. 40; Zech. 2: 8; Acts 9: 5.— Ver. 46: 213, 22Tb, 212. 
Dan . 12 : 2, 3 ; John 5 : 28, 29 ; Rev. 21:3,4,7,8. Everlasting, 
eternal: the same Greek word; punishment and ?(fe have, 
hence, the samejength (ch. 3: 12; 18: 8). —Vers. 31-46: 
Notice: 1. That this is the last public discourse of Christ's 
ministry. 2. Its simplicity, clearness and sublimity. 3. 
That the grounds on which judgment is pronounced (viz., 
good deeds to Christ's followers), though so apparently 
limited, suit, in that respect, the simplicity of the narra- 
tive, and, at the same time, as involving what is a test of 
the principle of love to Christ (John 13: 35; see also w. 
34-36, notes), cover really the whole range of fitness fop 
heaven (a part of the examination being put for the 
whole). 

Questions. — What has occurred between the last lesson 
and this ? "Where and under what circumstances were the 
words of this lesson spoken ? When will its events occur ? 
How will Christ come (v. 31) ? With whom ? On what 
will he sit ? Who will be gathered before him ? What 
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^will he do to them (v. 32) ? Where will he place them (v. 
33) ? What will he say to those on his right hand (v. 34) 1 
On what ground (w. 35, 26) ? Give Bible passages which 
teach or illustrate these duties ? What answer will the 
blessed make (w. 37-39) ? What will Christ reply (v. 40) ? 
Explain this ? What will he say to* those on his left hand 
(v. 41) ? On what ground (w. 42, 43) ? What answer will 
they make (v. 44)? What will he reply (v. 45)? Why 
may we suppose that good deeds to Christ's disciples are 
the only grounds mentioned on which judgment is pro- 
nounced ? What will be the destiny of the blessed (v. 46) ? 
What the fate of the cursed (v. 46) ? What the duration ot 
each (v. 46)? 

Tmths. — 1. The majesty and power of Christ's final 
coming (w. 31-34). 2. That he will judge the world (w. 
32-34, 41). 3. That he will do so with unerring justice (w. 
35, etc., 42, etc.). 4. That the spirit of love to him will be 
the practical criterion of his judgment (w. 40, 45). 6. The 
blessedness of the saved (v. 34). 6. The misery of the 
lost (v. 41). 7. Their terrible companionship (v. 41 1. c). 
8. The equal and endless duration of the blessedness and 
of the misery (v. 46). 9. The completeness with which 
Christ identifies himself with his followers 
<w. 40, 45). lisssons. — 1. That it is nat- 
ural to make small account of little things 



To be fasten- 
e i as nails in 
a sure place. 



\vv. 87-39, 44). 2. That they determine, nevertheless, 
charauBer and destiny (w. 35, 36, 40, 42, 43, 45). 3. The 
modesty of worth (vv. 37-39). 4. The badness of a self« 

justifjnng spirit (v. 44). Catechlstii^ — Q. 38: What 

benefits do believers receive from Christ at tri« r*>«ur- 
re«',tion? A.: At the resurrection, believers, being raised 
up in glory, shall be openly acknowledged and acquitted 
in the day of judgment, and made perfectly blessed in 
the full enjoyment ot God to all eternity. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. How many comings of Christ does the 
Bible teach? 2. Which coming Ls this? Other Scripture referring 
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to It? 8. BsaentialB of the Bible repreflentattons of the blessedneai 
•of the saved. 4. The same of the misery of the lost. 6. Bible teach- 
ings respecting the duration of the misery. 6. How is it that the 
criteria of this lesson include all righteousness? 7. light thrown 
by this passage on the relation of faith and works. 



LESSON IX.; MAY 30. 



GETHSEMANE. 

Daily Beadingrs. — MoK. : Matt. 26 : d6-60. — Ttr. : John 12 : 87- 
CO. — WXD. : John ch. 13. — Th. : John ch. 14. — Fbi. : John ch. 15. 

~ Bat. : John ch. 16. — Sxtk. : John ch. 17. 

ICatt. 26 : 36-60.] The I<e8Soii. [Commit TV. 88-41. 

86. If Then cometh Jesns with 
them unto a place called Geth- 
semane, and saith unto the dis- 
ciples, Sit ye here, while I go 
and pray yonder. 

87. And he took with him 
Peter and the two sons of Zebe- 
dee, and began to be sorrowful 
and very heavy. 

38. Then saith he unto them, 
My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death : tarry ye here, 
and watch with me. 

89. And he went a little fur- 
ther, and fell on his face, and 
prayed, saying, O my Father, if 
it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me : nevertheless, not as I [ 
will, but as thou toilt. 

40. And he cometh unto the 



disciples, and flndeth them 
asleep, and saith imto Peter, 
What, could ye not watch with 
tjne one hour? 

25 : 40... 



41. Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation: the 
spirit indeed is willing, but tlie 
flesh is week. 

42. He went away again the 
second time, and prayed, saying, 
O my Father, if this cup may not 
pass away ftom me, except I 
drink it, thy will be done. 

43. And he came and found 
them asleep i^^ : for their eyes 
were heavy. 

44. And he left them, and went 
away again, and prayed the third 
time, saying the same words. 

45. Then cometh he to his dis- 
ciples, and saith unto them, Sleep 
on now, and take your rest ; be- 
hold, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of sinners. 

46. l3se, let ns be going: be- 
hold, he is at hand that doth 
betray me. 



X 
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47. IT And -vrUle he y«t spAke, 
lo, -Judas, one of tiie twelve, 
came« and with him a great mnl- 
titade with swordB and stavee, 
from the ctiet priests and elders 
of the people. 

48. Now he that hetrayed him 
gave them a sign, saying, Whom- 
soever I shall kiss, that same is 
he : hold hhn &st. 



40. And forthwith he came to 
Jesus, and said, Hail, Master* 
and kissed him. 

00. And Jeans said unto him. 
Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
Then came they, and laid hands 
on JesuR, and took hlu- 



Golden Tvzt.— Not as I will, but as thov wilt. ^Vatt. 
98: 88.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Christ's Agony and Betrayal. — 1. Chrtst^k 
Agony in Qethsemane (w. 36-46). 2. His Betrayal by Judas (w. 
47-50). 

Notes. — Time : A.D. .30. — Contemp. Hist. : 21db. — 
Ck^jRiTEOTiON: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt., 
Christ has: 1. Finally (fourth time; earlier, in ch. 16: 21; 
17: 22, 23; 20: 17-19) foretold his death (ch. 26: 1, 2); 2. 
Been conspired against by the Jewish authorities (ch. 26: 
SS); 3. Been anointed at Bethany (ch. 26: 6>13); 4. Been 
conspired against by Judas (ch. 26: 14-16); 5. Arranged for 
celebrating the Passover (ch. 26: 17-19); 6. Celebrated it 
(ch. 26: 20-25); 7. Instituted the Lord's Sui^)er (ch. 26: 26- 
29); 8. Foretold the recreancy of his disciples, especially 
of Peter (ch. 26: 30-35). The order of these events (ex- 
cepting Point 3) is nearly or quite chronological, as follows: 
Points 1, 2, 4, belong to Tuesday evening, April 4, A.D. 30; 
Point 5, belongs to Thursday, April 6; Points 6, 7, 8, belong 
to Thursday evening, April 6. (Point 3, belongs between 
chs. 20 and 21 — see John 12: 1; with Point 6, belongs 
John 13: 1-30; with Point 7, belongs John chs. 14, 15, 16, 
17.) 200d, e, f. Parallel passages: Mark 14: 32^; Luke 
22: 39-48, 64 f. c; John 18: 1-9, 12. — Place: Gethsemane 

(84). — CiBCUMSTAWCKs: SOOf^^Ol. Vkb. 36: (On w. 

96-46, see 201.) 207, 64, 227e. Gethsemane : " the mount 
«i Olives " (Luke 22: 39; 68a); ''a garden'' (John 18: 1). 
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Pray: Christ's word (to those not to behold it) for his 
agony; so Abraham (Gen. 22: 6); the struggles of devout 
souls before God, are of a prayerful nature. See the cau- 
tion at this point, recorded by Luke (22: 40). — Vee. 37: 
157) 167 (146, 149)« Began: as never before. SoiTowful, 
etc.: "sore amazed" (Mark 14; 33). Heavy: i.e., deject- 
ed. — Ver. 38: **My soul: i.e. (as shown by the Greek 
word), not his high ^iritual nature, but the sbat of his 
feelings and emotions; Christ only uses this expression 
elsewhere about himself in John 12: 27. Unto death: i.e., 
so that he would have died but for strength imparted to 
him (Luke 22: 43); Ps. 116: 3; Isa. 53: 3, 10. — Ver. 39: 
206. A Utile further: "about a stone's cast" (Luke 22: 
41). If it be possible: i.e, * consistently with thy wise 
plans'; " all things are x>ossible .unto thee" (Mark 14: 36). 
Cup: Ch. 20: 22. As thou wilt: John 5: 30; 6: 38; Rom. 
15 : 3. See Luke's (22 ; 43, 44) important additions ; Christ's 
prayer brought an, if not the, answer (Heb. 5: 7). — Ver. 
40: Unto Peter, etc.: "Simon, sleepest thou? couldest", 
etc. (Mark 14: 37). —Ver. 41: Watch and pray: Mark 13: 
33; Eph. 6: 18. The spirit, etc.: Bom. 7: 18-25; GaL 6: 17. 
— Ver. 42: The stress of the second and third (v. 44) 
prayers, is on the accomplishment of God's will; he is 
strengthened and the tone of his spirit is elevated by com- 
munion with God. — Ver. 43: Were heavy: i.e., with drow- 
siness. Mark (14: 40) adds: "Neither wist they what to 
answer him". — Ver. 44: Third time: 2 Cor. 12: 8. Same 
words: i.e., as in v. 42; Mark (14: 41 f. c.) only implies a 
third prayer; Luke (since he is but summarizing) omits 
the second and third. — Ver. 45: 207. The hour: i.e., the 
supreme hour, in respect to his sufferings, and to the 
world's redemption (John 17: 1). Hands of sinners: i.e., 
of the Sanhedrim (the Komans were hardly more than in- 
struments; John 19:11). — Ver. 46: Rise, etc.: Hewoald 
join the other disciples, and meet the enemy (voluntarily, 
rather than as if surprised; John 10: 18 f. c; 18: 4). — 
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Ybb. 47: 125, 215e, 4. (On ty. 47-^, see 12&) Witk 
noordSj etc.: "with laatttms and torches and weapons" 
(John IS: 3). BtaveB (plural of staff): any wooden weap- 
ons; 'cudgels'. — Vbr. 49: 207. Hail: rather, *joy to 
thee'. Kissed: with the idea, ' embraced and kissed '; in 
the excitement, he overdid the pre-arranged sign (v. 48); 
3 Sam. 3: 27; fXi: 9, 10; Ps. 41: 9. — Vie. 50: Friend, etc.: 
'^ Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with a kiss?" 
liuke (22: 48); see John's (18: 4-^, 12) additions. 

Qaestions* — What has occurred between the last lesson 
and this ? To what day of Passion Week do the events of 
this lesson belong ? To what part of the day ? Describe 
Gethsemane ? Whom did Christ take with him when he 
went to pray? How did he feel? What did he say? 
How far did he withdraw from them ? Wbat evidence of 
his' sufferings does Luke record? What was his first 
prayer? What divine assistance does Luke record? 
What was his prayer the second and third times ? What 
does the change in his prayer show ? How did the disci- 
ples occupy themselves ? What di^ he first say to them ? 
What afterwards? Who came with Judas? Bearing 
what? How did Judas betray Christ? What became of 
Judas ? Give the facts about' the betrayal recorded by 
John ? 

Truths. — 1. That Christ's sufferings were such that 
even their prospect caused him unspeakable anguish (v. 
•38; Luke 22: 44). 2. That he submitted himself, neverthe- 
less, entirely to God (w. 39, 42, 44). 3. That prayer was 
his chief comfort and the source of his 
strength (v. 36; Luke 22: 43). 4. That he 
prayed for what he knew (v. 31) to be im- 



To be fMttn- 
6d as BAlIs In 
a sure plaes. 



possible, if it were possible (v. 39). 6. That he valued 

human nearness and sympathy (w. 38, 40). Lessons. — 

1. That the most that his followers can do for Christ is 
hardly more than keeping a vigil with him (v. 38). 2. That 
they are prone to neglect even that (w. 40, 43, 45). a Th^* 
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this foct adds to his sorrows (v. 40 1. c). 4. The depth of 
dishonor to which an evil heart may sink (v. 49). 5. The 

duties (v. 41): (1.) Of watchfolness; (2.) Of prayer. 

Catechism* — Q. 103: What do we pray for in the third 
petition ? A. : In the third petition [of the Lord's Prayer], 
which is, *' Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven," 
we pray that God, by his grace, would make us able and 
willing to know, obey, and submit to, his will in all things, 
as the angels do in heaven. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Order (with reasons) of the events 
recorded in the four Gospels between the end of Matt. 25, and 
this lesson. 2. Occasion of the agony hi Gethsemane. 8. Ught 
thrown by it upon the doctrines of the humanity and diviidty of 
Ohrlst. 4. Light thrown by it upon prayer. 6. Judas : his dharae- 
ter; motives to the betrayal; explanation of his subsequent conduct. 



LESSON X.: JUNE 6. 

THE CRUCIFIXION. 

Daily Readings. — Hon. : Matt. 27 : 35-60. — Tn. : Matt. 26 : bl- 
76. — Wkd. : Matt. 27 : 1-34. — Th. : John 18 : 10-40. — Fbi. : John 
19 : 1-17. — Sat. : Ps. 22. — Sxtk. : Isa. ch. 63. 

Matt. 27: 86-50.] The I^esson. [Commit w. 45-60. 



85. And they emcified him, 
and parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled 
which was spoken by the proph- 
et, They parted my garments 
among them, and upon my ves- 
ture did they cast lots. 

80. And sitting down they 
watched him there ; 

87. And set up over his head 
his aocusaUon written, T^IB IS 



JESUS THE KINO OF THB 
JEWS. 

38. Then were there two 
thieves crucified with him; one 
on the right hand, and another 
on the left. 

89. IT And they that passed by 
reviled him, wagging their beads, 

40. And saying. Thou tbat de- 
stroyest the temple, and build- 
est it in throe days, save thyself. 
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If thoQ be the Son of Qod> c<»ie 
down from the cross. 

41. Likewise also the chief 
oriests mocking Aim, with the 
4cribes and elders, said, 

42. He saved others; himself 
he cannot save. If he he the 
King of Israel, let him now come 
down from the cross, and we 
will believe him. 

43. He trusted In God; let 
him deliver him now, if he will 
have him : for he said, I am the 
Son of God. 

44. The thieves also, which 
were crucified with them, cast 
the same in his teeth. 

45. Now from the sixth honr 
there was darkness over all the 
land unto the ninth hour. 



46. And about tlw ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
saying, Eli, £11, lama sahach 
thani? that is to say, My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me? 

47. Some of them that stood 
there, when they heard thatt 
said. This man calleth for Elias. 

48. And straightway one of 
them ■ ran, and took a sponge, 
and filled U with vinegar, and 
put U on a reed, and gave him to 
drink. 

49. The rest said. Let he, let 
us see whether Elias will come 
to save him. 

50. IT Jesus, when he had cried 
again with a loud voice, yielded 
up the ghost. 



Golden Text. — Who his own self babe oxtb sins in his 

OWN BODY ON THE TBEE. (1 Pet. 2 .' 24.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Crucifixion. ~ 1. Christ is Crucified 
(rv. 35-^). 2. He is Mocked on the Cross (w. 39-44). 3. In Spir- 
itual Darkness, Forsaken of God, after a Loud Cry, he Dies (w. 45- 
60). 

Notes. — Time : A.D. 30. — Contemp. Hist.: 216b. — 
Connection: Between the last lesson and this, in Matt., 
Christ has : 1. Kemonstrated with a disciple who resisted 
his arrest, and with the multitude, and been forsaken by 
the disciples (ch. 26: 51-66); 2. Been examined by Caiphas 
(ch. 26: 57-68); 3. Been denied by Peter (ch. 26: 69-75); 4. 
Been examined by Pilate (ch. 27: 1-14; 126 — Judas mean- 
time committing suicide, w. 3-10); 5. Been delivered to 
be crucified, the multitude clamoring for the release of 
Barabbas rather than of him (ch. 27: 16-26); 6. Be 
mocked by the soldiers (ch. 27: 27-30); 7. Been led to 
gotha (ch. 27: 31-34). The order of these events is 
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or qnite chronological, as follows : Points 1, 2, 3, belong 
to the night between Thursday, April 6, and Friday, April 
7, A.D. 30; Points 4, 5, 6, 7, belong to Friday morning 
and forenoon, April 7. 200f, g) 202. Parallel passages: 
Mark 15: 24-37; Luke 23: 32-46; John 19: 18-30. — Place: 

Golgotha(v. 33; 65). — CmcuMSTANCEs: 200g9 203. 

Vbb. 35: (On this lesson as a whole, see 203.) Ps. 22: 16. 
** And it was the third hour" (Mark 15: 25). During, or 
at once after, the setting up of the cross, belongs Christ's 
prayer for his murderers (Luke 23: 34). Cfasting lots: See 
John's (19: 23, 24) fuller account. Tliat it might, to end 
of v., is an Interpolation from John 19: 24 (Ps. 22: 18). — 
Yeb. 36: They: i.e., four soldie^ (John 19: 23), one of 
them a centurion (v. 54). Watched, etc.: i.e., to prevent 
the victims from being rescued. — Veb. 37: 207* "In 
letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew" (Luke 23: 38; 
compare John 19: 20); "Jesus of Nazareth", etc. (John 
19: 19); see John's (19: 19-22) additions.— Yeb. 38: See 
Mark 15: 28, quoting from Isa. 53: 12. — Vbs. 39: Ps. 22: 
7; 109: 25. — Veb. 40: 225, 207. Thou that, etc.: Ch. 
26: 61 (John 2: 19-21). 1/ thou be, etc.: Ch. 26: 63, 64. — 
Ybbs. 41-43: 215e, c, d; 207, 206. Mocking: Luke 18: 
32. Come down, etc.: Christ's not coming down is why 
he is to be believed. These persons set their own stand- 
ard of credibility (which was false), and spoke as if their 
believing would be some great favor to him. They have 
their imitators now. He trusted, etc.: Ps. 22: 8. He said^ 
etc.: John 5: 17, 18; 10: 30, 36; Luke (23: 36, 37) adds 
mockery by the soldiers. — Yeb. 44: The thieves, etc.: 
"revUed him "(Mark 16: 32). See Luke's (23: 39-43) 
fuller account. Matt, and Mark only 8i>eak generally of 
the thieves; Luke is minute; hence, probably only "one 
of the malefactors" (Luke 23: 39) mocked him. If (as 
gome suppose) the penitent at first mocked, and then re- 
lented, he could hardly have spoken as in Luke 23: 40, 41. 
— Yek. 45; 221c. (Before this v., belongs John 19: 25-27.) 
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Amos 8: "9, 10. — Vebl 46: Pa. 22: 1; Isa. 63: 10.— Veb. 47: 
138* Some: i.e., Jews, who alone would know about 
£lijaih. This: rather (contemptuously), 'that one thero 
[of three who are being erucified]'. Elias: not a misun* 
derstanding of JSli, Eli (v. 46), but a jeering play on the 
words. — ViBB. 48: 111, 112, 100. Ps. 69: 21; compare ch. 
27: 34. One ran, etc.: i.e., out of pity; see John's (19: 28» 
29) fuller account. — Ybb. 49: Let be : i.e., ' that Elijah may 
have full opportunity to aid *; Mark (15: 36; probably less 
accurately) attributes these words to the actor in t. 48. —• 
Veb, 60: John's (19: 30) " It is finished ", followed by 
Luke's (23: 46) " Father, into thy hands I conunend my 
spirit", and by John's (19: 30) ** he bowed his head", pre- 
ceded the death. 

Questions. — ^What has occurred between the last lesson 
and this ? In particular, describe the action of Peter ? 
Of Judas ? Of Pilate ? Give some account of Pilate ? 
Describe Golgotha ? How were men crucified? On what 
day was Christ crucified ? At what hour ? What did he 
do for his murderers (Luke 23: 34)? In what words? 
How was his clothing disposed of ? What was placed 
over his cross? Who were crucified with him? What 
clafises of persons mocked him? How did the several 
classes mock him ? What did the penitent thief say to his 
companion (Luke 23: 40, 41) ? What to Christ (Luke 23: 
42)? What did Christ reply (Luke 23: 43)? What change 
came over the face of nature? What sayings Qf Christ on 
the cross do the several Evangelists record ? How did he 
die ? For what did he die (John 3: 14, 15) ? 

'^mtlis. — 1. The greatness of Christ's sufferings, espe< 
ciaily inviewof: (1.) His meeting them when exhausted 
by previous ill-treatment; (2.) His meeting them without 
the aid of stupefying drink (v. 34); (3.) His so cruel mock« 
erybyso many classes; (4.) The 'supernatural darkness; 
(p,) His despairing cry to God; (6.) The physical phenom- 
ena of his death (viz., his dying long befor^ the thieves. 
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John 19: 31-33; and what is involved in John Ifi: 34). 2. 
The perfection of Christ's character nnder his sufferings, 
especially as evinced by: (1.) His foregoing the stupefying 
drink (v. 34); (2.) His almost complete silence (Isa. 53: 7); 
(3.) His thoughtfulness for others (Luke 23: 43; John 19: 
25-27); (4.) His prayer for his murderers (Luke 23: 34). 
3. The vicarious nature of Christ's sufferings (such a • 
death — not to cite other Scripture — is explicable on no 
other ground). 4. That Gk>d attended Christ's death (as 
his birth, see "Tnith" 1, p. 13) with appropriate super- 
natural events (w. 45, 51-53). 5. That Ood's justice is 

immutable. 6. That God's love is infinite. Lessons. 

— 1. That the acutest -human suffering is slight beside 
Christ's. 2. (Hence:) That God cannot be charged with 
injustice in permitting suffering. 3. (Also:) That Christ 
is able to sympathize from experience with 
the acutest suffering. 4. The danger that 
God will hold men to the standards of 
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credibility in religious things, which they set for them- 
selves (as he did the speakers in v. 42 1. c). 5. The 
heartlessness of sin (as evinced by the torture of the 
Crucifixion, and by the mockery of its spectators). 6. The 
certainty of sin to defeat itself (Acts 3: 17, 18; also the 
abiding truth of Pilate's superscription). 7. That no one 
is too vile, or too old in sin, to be saved (Luke 23: 43). 
8. (From Christ's example:) The Duties : (1.) Of forti- 
tude; (2.) Of thoughtfulness for others; (3.) Of forgiving 

enemies. Catechism. — Q. 27: Wherein did Christ's 

humiliation consist? A.: Christ's humiliation consisted 
in his being bom, and that in a low condition, being made 
under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the 
wrath of God, and the cursed death of the cross, in being 
buried, and continuing under the power of death for a 
time. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Order (with reasoni ) of the events 
recorded ta the (our GospelB between the betrayal and the death of 
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Christ. 2. Peter's denial: its occasion and steps. 8. Taodos and 
positioos of the Jewifih leaders In the prosecution. 4. Pilate: bis 
life ; his course in respect to Christ. 5. Give some account of tha 
practice of crucifixion. 6. Light thrown by the crociflxion on tlM 
▼loaiious nature of Christ's death. 



LESSON XI. : JUNE 13. 



AFTER THE BESUBREOTION. 

DftUy Readings. «-MoH.: ICatt. 28: 8-^. — Tu.: ICatt 38: 1- 
7; Mark 16: l-«; Luke 24: 1-12. — Wbd.: Luke 24: 18-68. — Th.: 
John ch. 20. — Fbi. : John ch. 21. — r Sat. : Acts 1 : 1-14. — Bon. : 
1 Cor. ch. 15. 



Matt. 28 : 8-20.] 



The Liesaonu 



[Commit vy. 16-20. 



8. And they departed quickly 
from the sepulchre with fear and 
great Joy; and did run to bring 
his disciples word. 

9. IT And as they went to tell 
his disciples, behold, Jesus met 
them, saying, AH hail. And 
they came and held him by the 
feet, and worshipped him. 

10. Then said Jesus unto them, 
Be not afraid : go tell my breth- 
ren that they go into Galilee, 
and there shall they see me. 

11. IT Now when they were 
going, behold, some of the watch 
came into the city, and shewed 
unto the chief priests all the 
things that were done. 

12. And when they were as- 
sembled with the elders, and had 
taken counsel, tibey gave large 
Okonoy unto the soldiers, 



18. Saying, Bay ye, His disci- 
ples came by night, and stole 
him away while we slept. 

14. And if this come to the 
governor's ears, we will per- 
suade him, and secure you. 

16. So they took the money, 
and did as they were taught: 
and this saying is commonly re- 
ported among the Jews until 
this day. 

16. IT Then the eleven disciples 
went away into Chtlilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus had ap- 
pointed them. 

17. And when they saw Mm, 
they worshipped him : butson^ 
doubted. 

18. And Jesus came and 
spake unto them, saying. All 
power is given unto me 1m 
heaven and in earth. 
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all things wbataoever I luive 
commanded yon: and, lo, I am 
with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world. Amen. 



10. CN> ye therefore, and teach 
all nationa, haptiztng them in 
the name of the Father, and of 
ttie Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 

20. Teaching them to observe 

Golden Text. — Lo, I ak with tou alwat, eybn unto thb 

SND Ol* THB WORLD. AmEN. (Matt. 28 .* 20.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Three Events Subsequent to the Resnrree- 
tion. — 1. The Risen Christ Appears to Two Women (w. 8-10). 2. 
Thd Jewish Leaders Hire the Sepulchre Guards Falsely to Report 
the Resurrection (w. 11-16). a. Ohrist Appears on a Mountain in 
ChOilee (w. 16-20). 

Notes. — Tdcb : A.D. 30. — Gomtcmp. Hibt.: 216b. — 
Ck>NinsoTiON: This lesson concludes Matt. Between it 
and the last lesson, in Matt.: 1. Signs have followed 
Christ's death (ch. 27: 51-^); 2. Joseph of ArimathaBa has 
begged and bnried Christ's body (ch. 27: 67-61); 3. The 
Jewish authorities have persuaded Pilate to guard the 
sepulchre (ch. 27: 62-66); 4. Two women have found the 
sepulchre open, and have learned from an angel that Christ 
has risen (ch. 28: 1-7). The order of these events is chron- 
ological, as follows: Points 1, 2, belong to Friday, April 7, 
A.D. 30; Point 3, belongs to Saturday, April 8; Point 4» 
belongs to Sunday, April 9. 200g, 204» 205» Parallel 
(in part) with w. 8-10, Mark 16: 8; Luke 24: &-12; John 
20: 2-10. Vv. 11-20, are peculiar to Matt. — Placb: Near 
Golgotha (John 19: 41; 65), Jerusalem (68), a mountain. 

in Galilee (60). — Circumstances : 304, 205. Veb. S : 

(On this lesson as a whole, see 204, 205.) 227e. They .- 
i.e., Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary (" the mother ot 
James"), v. 1; Mark 16: 1. — Vers. 9, 10: 20T, 228b, 60, 
Omitted by the other Evangelists (John 20: 11-18, can hard.-- 
1^ be the same) ; for events identical or coUateral-with thoae 
of w. 8-10, see the above " parallel passages ". All haU .• 
rather, * joy to you'. Held him, etc.: i.e., from fear (like 
suppliants) and joy (v. 8). —Veb. 11: 68, 215e. Watch .- 
ch. 27: 62^. — Veb 12: 215d. Assembled: i.e.. una*. 
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fidally; their agreement was probably unofficial and 
secret. Large money : rather, ' enough pieces of silver [to 
bribe them] ' (same noun as in ch. 26: 15; 27: 3, 5, 9; 222a). 
— Yebs. 13, 14: Stole: according to the theory of ch.'27: 64* 
JQf this come, etc.: i.e., judicially; if the case is investigated. 
€hv€mor*8 ears: i.e., Pilate's (126). Persuade: rather, 
'appease' (probably with money). None should have 
been more interested than these defenders of religion, to 
investigate the Resurrection, in order either to prove its 
^sity, or to ascertain its truth and to accept what its 
truth would involve : but they were more familiar with 
lies (ch. 21: 2&-27; 26: 69, 60) and with money (ch. 26: 16), 
than with honesty and with hunger after truth. — Yeb. 16: 
69* Justin Martyr (died A.D. 164) testifies to the Indus- 
trioos circulation of this falsehood. — Veb. 16: Eleven: 
Judas being now dead. Into Galilee, etc.: ch. 26: 32. 
Where, etc.: i.e., through the women (v. 10), or in some 
onrecorded interview. — Ver. 17: Soms cUnibted: The 
doubts and backwardness of the disciples, render their 
final belief the more valuable as testimony to the truth. — 
Vbb. 18: 212. Ch. 11: 27; Dan. 7: 14; John 3: 35; 17: 2; 
Eph. 1: 20-22; Col. 2: 10; 1 Pet. 3: 22.— Veb. 19: 227d, 
206^ 207, 208. Teach : rather, * make Ofeciples of ' (227e ) 
the teaching comes in v. 20). All nations: ch. 10: 5, is re- 
scinded. In the name, etc. : rather, * into the name ' (as in 
Gal. 3: 27). — Veb. 20: 211a. Teaching, etc.: Having been 
made disciples (v. 19), men are to be built up (not only 
learning, but observing them) in all the teachings of 
Christ (which include the entire Bible, John 5: 39; Luke 
24: 27). And, lo, lam, etc. : i.e., * As your encouragement, 
I, who have all power (v. 18), am*, etc. (Acts 18: 10; 2 
Cor. 12: 9, 10; Phil. 4: 13; Col. 1: 29). Alway : rathor, 
' all the [appointed] days '. Amen (228a) : not found in the 
best Manuscripts. 

Qaestions. — What has occurred between the last lesson 
and this ? At what time did the Resurrection occur (v. 1) 7 
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What events accompanied it (w. 2-4) ? Who went to see 
the sepulchre (v. 1)? Whom did they find there (v. 5) t 
What did he say (vv. 5-7) ? What did the women do (v. 
8) ? How did t^py feel ? Who met them ? What did he 
say ? How did the Jewish leaders procure a false report 
of the Resurrection? Where did Christ meet the disciples 
(v. 16) ? What did they do ? What did Christ say of his 
power ? What two great commands did he give (w. 19, 
20) ? What final promise ? Duty of the Church in view 
of w. 18-20? 

Truths. — 1. (From Christ's Beaurrection:) That man 
is immortal. 2. (Also:) That the dead "^1 be raised 
(1 Cor. 15 : 12, 13). 3. (Also :) That Christ's claims respecting 
himself are altogether trustworthy (Acts 17: 31). 4. That 
he is to be worshiped (v. 17). 5. That he is omnipotent 
(v. 18). 6. That he is always with his followers (v. 20 1. c). 
7. That the Church has only two main duties: (1.) To 
make all men Christians (v. 19); (2.) To build them up in 
Christian knowledge and character (v. 20). 8. That .the 
world's history has an appointed limit (v. 

20 I. c). Ijessons. — 1. That to see, is 

not necessarily to believe (v. 17 1. c). 2. 
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The lengths to which policy in religion, will carry men 
(w. 11-15). 3. The duties: (1.) Of be'coming Christ's 
(v. 19); (2.) Of joining his Church {baptizing ^ v. 19); 
(3.) Of learning and living his truth (v. 20); (4.) Of 
seeing that all nations have the Gospel (v. 19). Cate- 
chism. — Q. 28: Wherein consisteth Christ's exaltation? 
A. : Christ's exaltation consisteth in his rising again from 
the dead on the third day, in ascending up into heaven, in 
sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and in coming 
to judge the world at the last day. 

Points for Inqniry. — 1. Signs which attended and followed 
Christ's death ; their significance. 2. Events between the Besnrreo- 
tlon and Ascension; their order and harmony aa far as may be. 
S. Light thrown by their dlfferencefi on the methods of Inspizatioo. 
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4. IJm made of the Besnireetioii in apostollo preaching. 6. Valne 
of the Resnrrection to the Church. 0. Import of vr. 1&-20, to the 
Chorch and to individual ChrLstians. 



LESSON Xn. : JUNE 20. 

QUABTBBLY BEVIEW. 

Daily Beadlngrs. — MoN.: Matt. 8: 18-34; 17: 1-13.— Tu.: 
Matt. ch. 11. — Wed.; Matt. 16: 13-28; 19: 13-26. — Th.: Matt. 
13: 24-30, 37-43; 22: 1>14. — Fbi.: Matt. ch. 26. — Sat.: Matt. ch. 
27. — BlTN. : Matt. ch. 28 ; 25 : 31-46. 

[Note. — In case superintendents or teachers desire a special 
topic for Review Sunday, The Natural History of the Year's Les- 
sons (see dictionary articles 89 to 113), is suggested. — In prepa. 
ration for Review, the dictionary articles 89 to 113, 916b, 191 to 
196, 104 to 197, 199 to 905, 914, 915, 917, 991, 993 to 995, 
997> 998, (including subdivisions,) may he profitably read.] 

CSeneral Qaestionsk — 1. Between what two approxi- 
mate dates do the lessons of the quarter belong? 2. 
"Which lessons belong respectively to the years A.D. 28, 
29, 30? 3. Explain why Christ taught in parables. 4. 
Give the leading names in the contemporaneous history of 
this period. 

Qnestions on Lesson I. (ch. 8: 18^34). — 1. 'Why did 
Christ wish to cross the sea ? 2. What incidents preceded 
the voyage ? 3. What occurred during and after the voy- 
age ? 4. How were the Gergesenes affected ? 

On Lesson IL (ch. 11: 20^30). — 1. What occasioned this 
discourse ? 2. What did Christ acknowledge to God ? 3. 
What did he say about himself? 4. What invitation did 
he extend ? 

On Lesson III. (ch. 13: 24-30, 37-43). —1. Outline this 
parable. 2. What two questions does it answer (w. 27, 
28) ? 3. What does it teach about the introduction of sin 
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Into the world ? 4. What, about shi's being suffered to 
continne in the world ? 

On JjBMon IV. (ch. 16: 13-28).— 1. What Tiews did 
men take of Christ at this time ? 2. What view did Peter 
take ? 3. Explain Christ's words to him, in w. 17-19. 4. 
What did Christ say of his own fate, and of his followers' 
duty? 

On Lesson V. (ch. 17: 1-13). — 1. Under what circnni!- 
stances did the Transfiguration occnr? 2. Who were 
actors in it, and who witnessed it ? 3. What was its testi- 
mony to Christ ? 4. What was Christ's testimony to John 
the Baptist ? 

On Lesson YI. (ch. 19: 13-26). — 1. How did Christ wel- 
come children to him ? 2. What was his first answer to 
the rich young man? 3. What his second? 4. What 
were his words respecting the rich ? 

On Lesson VIL (ch. 22: 1-14). — 1. Distinguish between 
the invitations in w. 3, 4. 2. What historical event does 
V. 7 foreshow ? 3. What does the highway inyitation in- 
dicate ? 4. What lack does the absence of a wedding gar^ 
merit represent ? 

On Lesson VIII. (ch. 25: 31-46). — 1. Give the main 
features of this scene. 2. What words will be spoken 
respectively to those at the right and left ? 3. How will 
the words be received ? 4. What will be the fate of those 
at each hand ? 

On Lesson IX. (ch. 26: 36-50). — 1. Who witnessed 
Christ's agony in Gethsemane ? 2. What was their con* 
duct, and what Christ's exhortation to them ? 3. Point 
out the difference between Christ's first prayer, and his 
second aud third. 4. Describe his betrayal. 

On Lesson X. (ch. 27: 35^50). — 1. How long was Christ 
on the cross ? 2. To what treatment was he subjected 7 
3. Amid what supernatural events did he die ? 4« After 
what words ? 

On lesson XI. (ch. 28: 8-2(^. — 1. Describe the Eeenr- 
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xection. 2. Wfa«fc were Christ's words to the women ? 3. 
By whom and how was a false report of the Besorrection 
pfooored ? 4. What were Christ's words on the mountain 
in Galilee ? 

Catechism* — Q. 3: What do the Scriptures principally 
teach? A.: The Scriptures principally teach what man 
is to believe concerning God, and what duty God requires 
of man. 



LESSON B : JUNE 27.* 
MAN'S DOOM. 



I>all7 Beadingrs.— MoK.: Deat. 28: 16-20; Ber. 0: 13-17.— 
Tn.: Dent. 28: 21-44.— Wed.: Deut. 28: 4&-68. — Th.: 2 Ei. 0: 
24-33; 7:1, 2.— Fbi.: 2Ei.7: 8-20. — Sat.: Luke 16: UMU..— Buv.: 
2 Thess. ch. 1. 



'] 



Dent. 28: 15-20; 
Bev. 6: 12-17. 

15. V But it shall come to paM» 
If thou wilt not hearken nnto the 
voice of the Lokd thy Qod, to 
observe to do all his command- 
ments and bis statutes which I 
command thee this day ; that all 
these cnrses shall come upon 
thee, and overtake thee : 

16. Cursed shcUt thou be in the 
elty, and cursed 8haU thou be in 
the field. ' 

17. Cursed shall be thy basket 
«nd thy store. 

18. Cursed «Aa// &e the fruit of 
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thy body, and the fruif of thy 
land, the InerMse of thy kine, 
and the flocks of thy sheep. 

10. Cursed aheUt thou be when 
thou comest in, and cursed ehaU 
thou be when thou goest out. 

20. The LoBD shall send upon 
thee cursing, vexation, and re- 
buke, in all that thou settest 
thine hand unto for to do, until 
thou be destroyed, and until 
thou perish quickly ; because of 
the wickedness of thy doings, 
whereby thou hast forsaken me. 



* The last Sunday of each quarter of 1880, has been left by the 
International Committee for a ** lesson selected by the school ". This 
lesson is offered merely as an optional. See PrefiBKse (TV.), and the 
titles of tha I^essons A, C and I>, in Index. 
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13, And I beheld when he had 
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, 
there was a great earthquake; 
and the sun became black as 
sackcloth of hair, and the moon 
became as blood; 

13. And the stars of heaven 
fell unto the earth, even as a fig 
tree casteth her untimely figs, 
when she is shaken of a mighty 



15. And the kings of the earth, 
and the great men, and the rieh 
men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bond- 
man, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens ^nd in the 
rocks of the mountains ; 

16. And said to the mountains 
and rocks, Fall on us, and hide 
us from the faoe of him that sit- 
teth on the throne, and fh>m the 
wrath of the Lamb : 

17. For the great day of his 
wrath is come; and who shall be 
able to stand? 



wind. 

14. And the heaven departed 
as a scroll when it is rolled to- 
gether; and every mountain and 
island were moved out of their 
places. 

Golden Text.— Fob the wsath of God is BBYEALXi) tboh. 

HEAVEN AGAINST ALL UNOODLIKESS AND UKBIOHTEOU8NE88 OF 
MEN, WHO HOLD THE TBUTH IK UNBIdHTEOUSMESS. (Rom. 1 : 18.) 

Analysig. — Topio: Man's Doom.—l. His Misery in this Life 
(Deut. 28 : 1&-20). 2. His Doom in the Life which is to Ck>me (Bev. 
6: 12-17). 

Notes. — Dbut. OH. 28: When the Israelites, now ap- 
proaching Canaan (ch. 1: 5), should enter it, their law was 
to be written upon monumental stones on Mount Ebal; 
after which, blessings were to be pronounced from Mount 
Gerizim upon those who should keep it, and curses from 
Mount Ebal upon those who should break it (ch. 27; Josh. 
8: 30-35). This ch. emphasizes the blessing and curse, hy 
unfolding the good (w. 1-14) or evil (w. 15-68) to be ex- 
pected from obedience or disobedience. — Ver. 15: State- 
ment of the ground of the curses. — Vebs. 16-19 (the 
opposite of Yv, 3-6): Six curses (represented as powers 
pursuing the disobedient) in respect to: 1. Town and field 
life (i.e., all life, v. 16); 2. Fruit of the body, of land, and 
of animals (i.e , all products, v. 18); 3. Basket and store 
(rather, * kneading-trough '; i.e., every thing treasured up, 
V. 17); 4. Comings in and goings out (i.e., ail imdertakings. 
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T. 19),— Vbb. 20: Expansion of Point 4, with its terrible 
eeqnel. ~ The life of the Israelites was so ordered, that 
its events constituted a special education in religious 
things. One educating element was, an especially marked 
connection between uprightness and outward blessedness, 
and vice versa, Ch. 28 ia^a setting forth of such a con- 
nection. While, however, the connection was especially 
marked in the case of the Israelites, the Bible (e.g.. Matt. 
6: 33; Bom. 1: 18) and ezx)erience show that it exists in 

great degree in the case of all men. Rev. 6: 1 to 8: 1, 

describes the opening of the seven seals. The first four 
(cli. 6: 1-8) have to do with the earth. The fifth (ch. 6: 9-11) 
is attended by a cry of martyred saints for God's judg- 
ment on the world. The sixth (ch. 6: 12-17 —the lesson; 
ch. 7) has to do with the coming of Christ (Matt. 24: 29-31). 
The lesson describes the attendant convulsions of nature, 
and terror of men. — Veb. 12: Earthquake : The heavens 
will also be shaken (Hag. 2: 6, 7; Heb. 12: 26, 27). Moon: 
rather, * whole [i.e., full] moon *. — Vebs. 13, 14: Isa. 34: 4. 
Description of the complete break-up of the firmament 
and of the world. — Yebs. 15-17: Kings, glmit men (in 
civil life), chief captains (in military life), rich men (those 
possessing property), mighty men (those possessing physi- 
cal or intellectual strength): i.e., all naturally strong (and 
how much more others I). Every bondmxm, every freeman : 
i.e., all men. Hos. 10: 8. This terror is predicated of all 
men, but obviously it is only those that are at enmity 
with God, who will be deeply disturbed (2 Thess. 1: 6, 7). 
Consider how awful wraih must be, if it comes even from 
the ZMmb. * 

Qaestions. —Where were the Israelites when the first 
part of the lesson was uttered ? What was to be done on 
Mount Ebal?. What on Mount Gerizim? Classify the 
curses of Dent. 28 : 16-19 ? Show from other Bible passages, 
the earthly misfortune of the wicked ? Illustrate it from 
exi)erience ? Describe the connection of the second part 
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of thf) leason ? What time does it point to ? Wliat con- 
vulsions of nature will then occur ? Classify the persons 
who will be terrified? What will they do ? What will 
they say ? 

Tfuths. — 1. That God metes out to sinners greater or 
less punishment in this worldk^ 2. That terrible retribu- 
tion awaits them in the next. lieason* — (From its 

mutability, Rev. 6: 12-14:) The folly of dependence upon 

nature (w. 15, 16). CatechisBu — Q. 19: 

What is the misery of that estate where- 
into man fell? A.: All mankind, by their 
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fall, lost communion with God, are under his wrath and 
curse, and so made liable to all the miseries in this life, to 
death itself, and to the pains of hell forever. 

Points for Inquiry. —1. O. T. eyatem of earthly rewards and 
punishments : explicit O. T. statements abont it. 2. Evidence of it 
from O. T. history. 8. Modifications of It under the Christian dU- 
pensation. 4. Evidence (from the N. T. and from experieaoe) ot 
earthly Judgments on the wicked. 6. Scripture testimony to the 
terror which Christ's coming will inspire. 0. Scripture testimony to 
Christ's capacity for wrath (Rev. 6: 16). 7. How tar may the pun- 
ishment of tl^ wicked be regarded as a sequence, and bow fw as a 
retributive act. 



•■> 
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THIRD QUARTER: 

JULY, AUGUST, SEPTEMBEB. 



LESSON I. : JULY 4. 



THE CBEATION. 

I>aJl7 Readtngs.— Hon.: Gen. ch. 1. — Tu.: Qen.. oh. t.— 
Wkd. : Job ch. 88. — Th. : Job ch. 88. — Fbi. : Job chs. 40» 41. — 
Bat. : Fb. 104. — Sun. : Prov. 8 : 22-81 ; John 1:1-6; Bev. 21 : 1-4. 

Oen. 1 : 1-8; 2 : 4-8.] The I«eflsoii. [Commit vr. 1--8. 



1. In the begiimhig God cre- 
ated the heayen and the earth. 

2. And the earth waa without 
foToi, and void; and darkness 
tDcur upon the &ce of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God moved 
upon the face of the waters. 

8. And God said, Let there be 
light : and there was light. 



4. ^ These are the generatioos 
of the heavens and of the earth 
-when they were created, in the 
day that the Lobd God made the 
earth and the heavens, 

5. An^ every plant of the field 



every herb of the field before it 
grew: for the Lobd €K>d had 
.not caused it to rain ujMn Uie 
earth, and there toos not a man 
to till the ground. 

6. But there went up a mist 
firom the earth, and watered the 
whole face of the ground. 

7. And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man be* 
came a living soul. 

8. IT And the Lord Gk>d planted 
a garden eastward in Eden ; and 
there he put the man whom he 
had formed. 



"before it was in the earth, and 
Golden Tj^xt.— In the bbgxnninq God created the heaveh 

AND THE EARTH. (C^U. 1: 1.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Creation of the Universe and of Man. — 
1. The Universe Brought Into Being (ch. 1: 1). 2. First Condition 
of the World (v. 2). 8. Light Created (v. 8). 4. Su^ect of Diviaioa 



lU Imtemational LessanM. [Led. 1. 

X. [see "Conneotton" below] of Gen. Stated (eh. 2: 4). 6. Fint 
Condition of the Completed World (w. 6, 0). 6. Man Created and 
Flaoed in Eden (w. 7, 8). 

Notes. — TiMB (of second part of lesson): B.C. 4001. — 
CoNifBCTioN: The lessons of the coining half-year will be 
from Genesis (156, 219). Ch. 1: 1-31, and ch. 2: 1-3, con- 
stitute the Introduction to Oten. — viz., The Creation of 
the Uniyerse — as follows: 1. The universe brought into 
being (ch. 1: 1); 2. First condition of tha world (ch. 1: 2); 
3. The creative days (ch. 1: 3-31): (1.) First day: Light 
(ch. 1: 3^); (2.) Second day: Firmament (ch. 1: OS); (3.) 
Third day: Emergence of Land; Vegetation (ch. 1: 9-13); 
(4.) Fourth day: Sun, Moon, Stars (ch. 1: 14-19); (0.) Fifth 
day: Swimming and Flying Creatures (ch. 1: 29-23); (6.) 
Sixth day: Land Creatures (ch. 1: 24-31); 4. The SabbaOi 
of Creation (ch. 2: 1-3). Ch. 3: 4-25; ch. 3; ch. 4, confttitctte 
Division L of Gen. — mz.. Histoid [gtnercUiom, ch. 2: 4] of 
the Heavens and the Barth— as follows: 1. Subject statsd 
(ch. 2: 4); 2. Man's creation and first condition in Eden 
(ch. 2: 0-25); 3. The Fall (ch. 3); 4. Annals of the found- 
ers (Cain, Seth) of two very different families (ch. 4). — 
Place (of w. 7, 8) : Garden of Eden (11). — CiBcnMSTANCBS : 

See ** Analysis '* above. Ch. 1: 1: (On this lesson as a 

whole, see 169.) 206. John 1: 1-3; Col. 1: ia-17; Ps. 102: 
25; Heb. 1: 10; 11: 3. — Veb. 2: 208. Job 26: 13; Ps. 104: 
30. Moved: rather, ' hovered % or ' brooded '. — Yes. 3: 
3 Cor. 4: 6. — Ch. 2: 4: (On the intervening w., see '*Coh- 
uection '' above.) 208. Generations : rather, ' annals % or 
'history'. Such an expression opens each of the ten di- 
visions of Gen. (see " Connection ** above). —Vee. 6: The 
sense is : ' God absolutely made (v. 4) vegetation (every plant, 
every fierb), because : 1. It was [not yet] in the earth; 2. It 
grew [not yet, as it afterward did]; 3. Hain fwhich might 
be supposed to have developed it, was not yet] upon i?ie 
earth ; 4. There was not [yet] a man [who might be mip- 
poMd to havo brought it forth by cultivation].' — VifiB. 6: 
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But : rather, ' and '. The sense is : ' After the Hbsolute 
creation affirmed in w. 4, 5 (not sooner), rain and dew 
(from mist) watered*, etc. — Veb. 7: Man, i.e., has a two- 
fold nature; a body derived from the earth, and a soul 
derived from Qod (the livinf/ part of man). — Vjee. 8: 11. 

Questions. — Tell something about Gen.? About -its 
author? What does ch. 1: 1 teach? What does ch. 1: 2 
describe ? State the work of the first creative day ? Of 
the second? Of the third? Of the fourth? Of the fifth? 
Of the sixth? What occurred on the seventh? What 
does that teach ? Explain ch. 2: 4? Explain ch. 2: 5, 6 ? 
What does that describe? Of What was man made? 
Whence did he derive his life ? Where was he placed ? 

Tmths. — 1. That the universe had a beginning (ch. 1: 
1). 2. That it was brought into being by God (ch. 1 : 1). 
3. That, after it had been brought into being, it was at first 
without form, and void (ch. 1: 2). 4. That God the Spirit 
energized it into what it afterward became (ch. 1: 2). 5. 
That it became what it did, by progressive stages (ch. 1: 3- 
81). 6. That these stages (and, by inference, the first crea- 
tive act, V. 1) resulted from a mere exer- 
tion of God's will (Let there be, w. 3, 6, 
etc.). 7. That the living element in man is 
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immediately from God (ch. 2: 7). Lesson* — (Espe- 
cially as compared with other narratives or theories of 
the origin of things :) The simplicity, sublimity, and 

jHTofound philosophy, of the Bible Oenesis. Catechism. 

-^ Q. 9: What is the work of creation ? A. : The work of 
creation is, God's making all things of nothing, by the 
word of his power, in the space of six days, and all very 
good. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Borne account of Gen. 2. Its author 
ship. 3. Sources fi'om which deri-ved. 4. Essentiak of chs. 1 and 
S. 6i. Compare these essentials witji the cosmogonies of other re- 
ligions. 6. With current soientiflc theories. 7. Reasons for a hear^ 
Ibelief in these essentials. 
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LESSON n.: JULY 11. 



THE FALL AND THE PROMISE. 

Dully Readings.— MoN. : Gen. ch. 8.— Tu. : Bom. oh. 1.— 
Wmi. : Rom. ch. 2. — Th. : Bom. ch. 3.— Fbi. .* Bom. eh. 5.->Sat.: 
Bom. ch. 7. — SiTK. : Bom. ch. 8. 

Gen. 3: 1-15.] The I^esson. [Ooounlt w. 9-13. 



1. Now the serpent was more 
subtile than any beast of the field 
which the Lord God had made. 
And he said unto the woman, 
Tea, hath God said, Ye shall 
not eat of every tree of the 
garden ? 

2. And the woman said unto 
the serpent, We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees of the garden : 

3. But of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the gar- 
den, God hath said. Ye shall not 
eat of it, neither shall ye touch 
it, lest ye die. 

4. And the serpent said unto 
the woman, Ye shall not surely 
die: 

6. For God doth know that in 
the day ye eat thereof, then your 
eyes shall be opened, and ye 
shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil. 

6. And when the woman saw 
that the tree was good for food, 
and that it was pleasant to the 
eyes, and a tree to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and 
gave also unto her husband with 
^t; and he did eat. 



7. And the eyes of them both 
were opened, and they knew 
that they were naked; and they 
sewed fig leaves together, and 
made themiselves aprons. 

8. And they heard the voice 
of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of 
the Lord God amongst the trees 
of the garden. 

9. And the Lord God called 
unto Adam, and said unto him. 
Where art thou? ^ 

10. And he said, I heard thy 
voice in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; 
and I hid myself. 

11. And he said. Who toid 
thee that thou wast naked? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree, 
whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldest not eat? 

12. And the man said, The 
woman whom thou gavest to b^ 
with me, she gave me of the 
tree, and I did eat. 

13. And the Lord God said 
unto the woman. What is this 
that thou hast done? Aad tlM 
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Shalt thoQ eat all the days of thy 
life: 

15. And I will put enmity be- 
tween thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; 
it shall braise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel. • 



woman said. The serpent be- 
guiled me, and I did eat. 

14. And the Lord God said 
unto the serpent, Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed 
above all cattle, and above every 
beast of the field ; upon thy 
belly shalt thou go, and dust 

Oolden Text. — BToms xak bik ektbbed ikto the woBLDt 
▲HI> DEATH BT SIN. (Bom. 6 : 12.) 

Analysis. — Topic : The Fall and the Promise. -^ 1. The Serpent 
Tempts Eve (w. 1-5). 2. She, with Adam, Yields (v. 6). 8. A 
Sense of Guilt Overtakes them (w. 7, 8). 4. They Try to Palliate 
their Sin (w. 9-13) . 5. The Serpent is Cursed, and his Overthrow 
by the Seed of the Woman is Predicted (vv. 14, 15). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 4004. — Connection: (For the place 
of this lesson in Division I. of Gen., see "Connection", 
Les. I., p. 114.) Between the last lesson and this: 1. Eden 
has been more particularly described (including an ac- 
count of the prohibition resi)ecting the Tree of Knowl- 
edge; (ch. 2: 9-17); 2. Woman (Eve, ch. 3: 20) has been 
created and marriage instituted (ch. 2: 18-<25). — Place: 
Garden of Eden (11). — Cibcumstances: See "Analysis'* 

above. Vhb. 1: (On this lesson as a whole, see 170.) 

210, 206, 143, 11. SuhtUe : 1. In approaching Eve rather 
than Adam; 2. In the surprised and doubt-raising form 
of his question (as if he had said: * Is it indeed a fact, that 
God hath% etc.). — Vebs. 2, 3: 7^'ee which w, etc.: See un- 
der 170. Eve encouraged the doubt-raising tempter by 
replying. Her reply shows: 1. (By the exaggeration from 
ch. 2: 17, neither, touch it:) That she was restive under 
the prohibition; 2. That she had distinct knowledge of the 
penalty {lest ye die). — Vers. 4, 5: Subtilty (v. 1) again, in 
90 mixing truth and untruth, that the whole would seem 
true, while the whole (as mixed) was false. 1. It was true: 
(1.) That they would not die, immediately, in a physical 
1; (2.) That God knew that they would know good 
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and evil; 2. But: (1.) In a far larger sense (of which Satan 
said nothing) they would die (unless by God's mercy 
spared); (2.) And God had no such envy of their knowing 
good and evil as it is the design of v. 5 to insinuate. — Ver. 
6; 129.— Veb. 7; 96.— Veb. 8: 178, 1T9. — Vers. 9-13: 

1. WJiere art thou f (v. 9) was asked not because God had 
need to find, but in order to elicit a confession from, Adam. 

2. Adam's reply (v. 10) shows that he was more ashamed 
of himself than of his sin (a frequent state of mind). 3. 
God's caUing his attention to his sin (v. 11) led, not to full 
acknowledgment, but to palliation by shifting the respon- 
sibility (v. 12). 4. Eve, in the same spirit, does the same 
thing (v. 13). — Ver. 14 : The weight of this curse is on 
Satan (as V. 15 shows); the creature which Ke employed, 
receives a portion of it, but apparently only as a moral 
lesson to men (see notes on Matt. 8: 80^2, p. 61). — Vbb. 
16: 20T, 172. 

Questions.— Tell something about Eden? What is to 
be understood by the serpent's tempting Eve ? What did 
he ask her ? Elements of his subtilty up to this point <v. 
1, notes) ? What did she reply ? Evil elements in her re- 
ply (vv.. 2, 3, notes) ? What did Satan answer 7 How 
much truth, and how much falsehood in his words (w. 
4, 5, notes) ? What did Adam and Eve do ? What hap- 
pened in consequencp? Give the dialogue of w. &-13? 
Show the evil elements in Adam's and Eve's part of it 
( w. 9-13, notes) ? What curse was pronounced upon the 
serpent ? What promise was made ? 

Truths. — 1. That the world was once sinless. 2. That 
sin was introduced primarily by Satan (v. 1). 3. That it 
was introduced, secondarily, by a voluntary and altogether 
inexcusable yielding to his solicitations on Ihe part of man. 
(v. 6). 4. That its root lies in a will not at one with God'a 
win. 6. That it necessarily demeans men in their own 
eyes, and separates them from God (vv. 7, 8). 6. That it 
^ails a sure curse (w. 14-19). 7. That it will one day be 
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completely TKnqnMhed <v. 15). — — Leeeoas. --1. The eraft- 
iness of Satan (tt. 1, 4, 6). 2. The danger of yielding to 
him in the slight-est degree (Eve's answering his question, 
w. 2, 3). 3. The insidious nature of doubt (w. 1-3). 4. 
The power of an evil example (v. 6). 6. The meanness 

and cowardice of sin (w. 12, 131. c); Cateohism* — 

Q. 12: What special act of providence did God exercUa 
toward man in the estate wherein he was created 7 A.: 
When God had created man, he entered 
into a covenant of life with him, upon con- 
dition of perfect obedience, forbidding him 
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to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
upon the pain of death. — Q. 13: Did our first parents 
continue in the estate wherein they were created? A.: 
Our first parents, being left to the freedom of their 
own will, fell fiosn. the estate wherein they were created* 
by sinning against God. ~Q. 17: Into what estate .did the 
fall bring mankind ? A.: The fftll brought mankind into 
an estate of sin and misery. 

Points for Inquiry.— 1. Eden: the place. 2. Eden: the state 
of innocence. 8. The nature of the one prohibition. 4. The nature 
of the temptation. 5. Effect of the Fall on men. 0. On anlmala (v. 
14) and on nature (Bom. 8 : 22). 



LESSON III.: JULY 18. 

CAIN AND ABEL. 

Dafly Headings. —Hon. : Q«n. di. 4. — Tu. : GtoD. : S» 6 ; Lev. 
M : 17-23; Deut. 21 : 1-4. —WsD. : Num. 86 : (MM. — Th. : Joeh. clu 
DD.— FBI. : Matt. 6: 21-26; John 13: 84, 85; 8: 44.— aiT.: 1 John 
fb. 3. — SUH. : 1 John «h. 4. 

Ckn. 4 : 1^16.] The I^esson. [CommK ▼▼. t-it. 

8. And in prooesB of time it i of the fruit of the ground aa 
•eme to pass, that Cain brought I offering unto the Lord. 
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4. And AImI, he Also brought 
pf the firstlings of his flock and 
of the fat thereof. And the Lord 
had respect onto Abel uid to 
his offering: 

6. But unto Cain and to his 
offering he had not respect. 
And Cain was very wroth, and 
his countenance fell. 

6. And the Lobd said unto 
Cahi, Why art thou wroth? and 
why is thy countenance fallen? 

7. D thou doest wellf shalt 
thov not be accepted? and if 
thou doest not well, sin lieth at 
the door. And unto thee shall be 
his desire, and thou shalt rule 
oyer him. 

5. And Cain talked with Abel 
his brother : and it came to pass, 
when they were in the field, that 
Cain rose up against Abel his 
brother, and slew him. 

0. IT And the Lokd said unto 
Gain, Where in Abel thy broth- 
er? And he said, I know not: 
Am I my brother's keeper? 

10. And he said. What hast 
thou done? the voice of thy 



brother's blood erieth nnto bm 
from the ground. 

11. And now art thou cursed 
from the earth, which hath 
opened her mouth to receive thy 
brother's blood from thy hand ; 

12. When thou tillest the 
ground, it shall not henceforth 
yield unto thee her strength ; » 
fugitive and a vagabond shalt 
thou be in the earth. 

13. And Cain said unto the 
Lord, Hy punishment U greater 
than I can bear. 

14. Behold, thou hast driven 
me out this day f^om the face of 
the earth; and from thy face 
shall I be hid; and I shall be a 
fugitive and a vagabond In the 
earth; and it shall come to pass. 
that every one that findeth me 
shall slay me. 

15. And the Lord said unto 
him. Therefore whosoever slay- 
eth Cain, vengeance shall be 
taken on him sevenfold. And 
the Lord set a mark uxK>n Cain, 
lest any finding him should kill 
him. 



Golden Text.— Whoboevbr hateth his brother is a mus- 
DBRBR. (1 John 3 : 15.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Murder of the Second-bom Man by the First. 
—1. Oain is Jealous of Abel (w. 3~5). 2. Is Remonstrated with by 
Ood (w. 6, 7). 8. Slays Abel (v. 8). 4. Is Punished (w. 0-16). 

Notes.— Time: Later than B.C. 3980 (at which tim« 
Cain, the elder of the two, was under 24; whereas botli 
Cain and Abel, in the narrative, have fully attained mail's 
estate). — Connection : (For the place of this lesson in 
Division I. of Gen., see " Connection ", Les. I., p. 114.) 
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Between the last lesson and this : 1. Panishments hare 
been pronounced upon Eve and npon Adam (ch. 3: 16-19); 
2. Eve has received her name (ch. 3: 20); 3. Clothing has 
been provided for Adam and Eve (ch. 3: 21); 4. They have 
been expelled from Eden (ch. 3: 22-24); 6. Cain and Abel 
have been bom (ch. 4: 1,2). — Place: Neighborhood of 
Eden (11 f Cain, even later, occupied its vicinity, ch. 4: 16). 
— CiBCUMSTANCEs I The excellence of Abel's character, 
and God's approval of it, occasion (see "Analysis " above). 

Vbbs. 3-5: 136, aOd, 127. Arid of the fat thereof: 

rather, * and indeed of their fat'; i.e., the fattest of them. 
Abel thus brought of the first and best; Cain only, in 
general, something. Sacrifice was not yet commanded 
(yearning for reconciliation with God led to it); hence 
Abel was not accepted because he brought a lamb, nor 
Cain rejected because he brought fruit (each thus bringing 
of what he had). Abel, rather, had faith (Heb. 11: 4; 
partly proved by his bringing of the first and best); 
whereas Cain lacked it (partly proved by his bringing 
only, in general, something; completely proved by his 
feeling toward, and treatment of, Abel; 1 John 4: 20). 
And the Lord had, etc: how shown, does not appear;. but 
in some unmistakable way (not until much later is the 
descent or non-descent of fire recorded as such a sign). 
And Cain was, etc.: rather, *And it burned Cain', etc.; 
i.e., it "cut" him, as we might say. — Vers. 6,7: ITS. 
Bather : * Is there not, if thou art good, a lifting up [of the 
countenance ; which lifting up not being present (v. 6), 
God in effect intimates that Cain's face shows bad 
thoughts] ? but if thou art not good, sin lieth before the 
door, and its desire is to thee [Luke 22: 31]; but thou 
shouldst rule over it.' — Veb. 8: Talked with: rather, 
'said to'; what he said, is not stated; perhaps it was, 
* Liet us go into the field ' (1 Sam. 20: 11). —Veb. 9: Where: 
as God asked Adam (ch. 3: 9, notes, p. 118). The kind 
fluid solicitous probing-question, Adam evaded, and Cai" 
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lied In reply to. ^Yers. 13, 14: Gain'B morose aad spitefBl 
spirit, rather than any sign of penitence, is here again dis- 
played. Every one that Jindeth, etc. : ^ther of those then 
living (if enough time had elapsed for a considerable mul- 
tiplication of men), or of those to be bom (if otherwise). 
Slay me: i.e., to avenge Abel's blood. — Vhb. 16: Mark: 
some physical or other indication (what, does not appear). 
This would identify Cain, and the prediction about who- 
ever should slay him, would deter the avenger. God tliua 
granted Cain continuance of life. — Vsks. 3>15: Notice: 1. 
How willfulness about a slight self-indulgence in the 
parents (ch. 3: 6), has developed into moroseness, jealousy 
and fratricide in the first son; 2. How Abel's very striv- 
ing after holiness evokes the murderous spirit in Cain; 
3. The great tenderness of God's dealings as evinced by 
the dialogues of chs. 3 and 4 (as if a fond father dealt with 
an erring child). 

Qaestions. — What has occurred between the last lesson 
and this ? What was Cain's occupation ? What Abel's f 
What led them to bring an offering (w. 3-6, notes)? 
What did Cain bring? How did God regard it? What 
did Abel bring ? How did God regard it ? Why did God 
regard the two offerings so differently (w. 3-6, notes)? 
How did Cain feel? Explain God's remonstrance with 
him (v. 7, notes) ? What did Cain do ? What did God ask 
him (v. 9) ? What did Cain reply (v. 9)? What did God 
answer (w. 10-12)? What did Cain reply (vv. 13, 14)? 
What mercy did (jod show him (v. 15) ? 

Truths* — 1. The yearning of men (good and bad) for 
reconciliation with God (the two offerings, w. 3, 4). 2. 
The uuavailing nature of all efforts thereto, which arc aot 
made in faith (w. 3-5, notes). 3. The 
murderous and anarchical spirit <^ sin 
'(V. 8). 4. The rapidity of its development 



'jl'o bo fatten- 
ed a.3 nails in 
a sTtre place. 



(from ch. 3: 6 to ch. 4: 8). 5. The suddenness of its 
outbreaks (w. 6, 8). 6. The tender firmness of God'a 
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dealings with it (dialogaes of chs. 3 and 4). Ijessons. — 

1. The peril of anger. 2. The danger, under God's chas* 
tenings for sin, of recognizing nothing but our own mis- 
ery. Catechism* — Q. 69 : What is forbidden in the 

sixth commandment ? A. : The sixth commandment f or- 
biddeth the taking away of our own life, or the life ol 
our neighbor unjustly, or whatsoever tendeth thereunto. 

Pdlnts for Inqtiiry. — 1. The nature of the pimishmentB pro- 
nounced on Adam and Eve (ch. 3: 16-19). 2. Explanation of eh. 
3: 21. 3. Nature of the excinsion from Eden (ch. S: 22-24). 4. 
Orighi of the idea of sacrifice. 5. Extent and operations of the 
idea in antiquity. 6. Function of the idea in preparing the world to 
receive Christ. 7. Give some aoeount of O. T. legislation respecting 
murder. 8. Light on the nature of sin, deducihle from chs. 3 and 4. 
9. Light on God's dealings with it, from the same. 10. Nature and 
method of the antediluvian manifestations of God to men. 



LESSON IV.: JULY 25. 

THE COVENANT WITH NOAH. 

Daily Readings. — Mon. : Gen. ch. 5. — Tu. : Gen. ch. C. — 
WiD. : Gen. ch. 7. — Th.: Q^i. ch. 8.— Fri. : Gen. ch. 9: 1-19.— 
Sat. : Isa. 64 ; 7-10 ; Heb. 11 : 7 ; Matt. 24 : 36-61. — Sun. : 1 Pet. 3 : 
18-22; 2 Pet. ch. 2. 

Gen. 9:8-19.] The l^esson. [Commit w. 12-16. 



8. TT And God spake onto 
Noah, and to his sons with him, 
saying, 

9. And I, behold, I establish 
my covenant with you, and with 
your seed after you ; 

10. And with every living 
creature that is with you, of the 
fowl, of the cattle, and of every 
beast of the earth with you; 



from all that go out of the ark, 
to every beast of the earth : 

11. And I will establish ray 
covenant with you ; neither shall 
all flesh be cut ofif any more by 
the waters of a flood; neither 
shall there any more be a flood 
to destroy the earth. 

12. And God said, This is the 
token of the covenant which I 
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make between me and yon, and. 
every living creature that is with 
you, for perpetual generations : 

13. I do Bet my bow in the 
cloud, and it shall be for a token 
of a covenant between me and 
the earth. * 

14. And It shall come to pass, 
when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen 
in the cloud : 

15. And I will remember my 
covenant, which i8 between me 
and you, and every living crea- 
ture of all flesh ; and the waters 
shall no more become a flood to 
destroy all flesh. 

16. And the bow shall be in 



the cloud; and I will look upon 

it, that I may remember the 
everlasting covenant between 
God and every living creature of 
all flesh that is upon the earth. 

17. And God said unto Noah, 
This is the token of the covenant, 
which I have established between 
me and all flesh that is upon the 
earth. 

18. IT And the sons of Noah, 
that went forth of the ark, were 
Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham ih the father of Canaan. 

19. These are the three sons 
of Noah : and of them was the 
whole earth overspread. 



Golden Text. — I do set mt bow in the cloud, and it 

SHALL BE tOJL A TOEXN OF A COVENANT BETWEEN KE AND THE 

EARTH. (Gen. a: 13.) 

Analysis. — Topic: The Re-assurance and Repeopling of the 
"World. — 1. God's Covenant no more to Deluge the World (w. 8-11). 
2. The Rainbow its Token (w. 11^-17). 3. The Repeopling of the 
World (w. 18, 19). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 2347 (the year following the Flood; 
compare eh. 7: 11; 8: 13, 14). — Connection: Ch. 4: lG-24, 
marks the ungodliness of Cain's descendants; ch. 4: 25, 20, 
the origin of a godlier family. With this indication of 
two lines from Adam, which turned, the one toward evil, 
the other toward good, Division I. of Gen. closes (see 
"Connection", Les. I., p. 114). Ch. 5; ch. 6: 1-8, consti- 
tute Division II. of Gen. — viz.. History [generations y ch. 
5: 1] of Adam [i.e., of his race (until the Flood)] — as fol- 
lows: 1. Genealogy of the most upright line from Adam 
through Seth to Noah (ch. 5; see 176); 2. The outrageoofl 
wickedness of the race, prior to, and in, Noah's time (ch. 
6: 1-8). Ch. 6: 9-22; ch. 7; ch. 8; ch, 9, constitute D'h 
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vision m. of Gen, — yiz., History [ffenerations, ch. 6: 9] of 
Noah— aa follows: 1. Preparation for the Flood (ch. 6: 
9-22); 2. Account of it (ch. 7; ch. 8: 1-19); 3. Noah's sac- 
rifice, and God's commands and promises (ch. 8: 20-22; 
9: 1-17); 4. The curse and blessing upon his sons (ch. 9: 
18-29; the race thus again, after the Flood, setting out in 
diverging lines in respect to character). — Place : Moun- 
tains of Ararat (ch. 8: 4; 2). — Circumstances: Upon the 
occasion of leaving the ark, Noah builds an altar, and sac- 
rifices, to God, upon which the joyous events indicated 

in the lesson and context, follow. Ver. 8: (As bearing 

on this lesson as a whole, see 114, 171, 172.) 206, 178, 
114* — Vers. 9, 10: 172. Enumeration of those covenanted 
with, viz., all creatures which went out of the ark (i.e., all 
which a Flootl could injure). — Ver. 11: 171. Statement 
of the covenant, viz. , that the Flood shall not be repeated. 
— Ver. 13: 171a. — Vers. 14-16: V. 14 represents the 
rainbow as man's guarantee (shall be seen); w. 15, 16, 
represent it as God's reminder (/ will remember ^ I will 
hok). — Ver. 18 : 164, 144, 147, 144a. 

Qaestions. — How much time between the last lesson 
and this ? Give the main intervening events recorded in 
Gen.? Tell something about Noah? About the Flood? 
About the ark ? About the persons and creatures saved 
alive by it ? How long were they in the ark ? What did 
Noah do on leaving the ark ? What promises and com- 
mands did God make (ch. 8: 21, 22; ch. 9: 1-7)? What 
covenant did he make ? What was its sign ? From what 
three persons did the new race of men descend ? 

Truths. — 1. God's tender consideration for men (in so 
particularly re-assuring the world after the Flood). 2. 
The unity of the buman race (v. 19). Les- 
sons. — 1. The deep significance of the rain- 
bow (w. 12, 13). 2. That, not our eyes only. 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
a sure place. 



but Grod's, rest upon it (v. 16). Catechism. — Q. 11: 

What are God's works of providence ? A. : God's works 
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of providenoe are his most holy, wise, and powerful pre* 
serving and governing all his creaturesi and all their 
actions. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Longevity of the antediluvians: th» 
facto and their signiflcanee. - 2. Nature, extent and causes of tbe 
moral deterioration prior to tlie Flood. 8. Dimensions, form and 
practical aspects, of the ark. 4. Prohabla nature of the Flood. 

6. Extra-Bible testimony to it. 6. " The seven precepta of Noah." 

7. How far did the commands to Noah constltate a new era in tha 
ethical education of the world? 



LESSON v.: AUGUST 1. 



THE CALL OF ABRAM. 

Daily KeAdIng:s.-^MoN.: Gen. 11: 1-9, 37-S2.— Tn.: Qen, ch. 
12.— Wkh.: Bx. ch. 3. — Th.: Ex. 4: 1-20.— Fri.: Jer. ch. 1.— 
Sat. : AcU 26 : 1-20. — Sun. : Acts 7:1-8; Heb. 11 : 8-16. 

Gen. 11 : 31, 32 ; 12 : 1-10.] The lieason. [Commit w. 1-3. 

81. And Terah took Abram 
his son, and Lot the son of Ha- 
ran his son's son, and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's 
wife ; and they went forth with 
them fk-om Ur of the Cfaaldeee, 
to go into the land of Canaan; 
and they came unto Haran, and 
dwelt there. 

82. And the days of Terah 
were two hundred and five 
yee *s : and Terah died in Ha- 



1. Now the LoBO had said 
mito Abram, Got thee out of 
tfay country, and from thy kin- 



dred, and fi:om thy father's 
house, unto a land that I will 
show thee: 

2. And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless 
thee, and make thy name great; 
and thou shalt be a blessing : 

8. And I will bless them that 
bless thee, and curse him that 
curseth thee: and in thee shall 
all families of the earth be 
blessed. 

4. So Abram departed, as the 
Lord had spoken unto him; 
and Lot went with him : and 
Abram toas seventy and five 
years old when he departed out 
of Haran. 
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i. And Abram took Bantl hlB 
wtf«) a&d Lot his brother's son, 
sod all their substance that they 
hod gathered, and the souls that 
tLey had gotten in Haran; and 
they went forth to go into the 
land of Canaan ; and into the land 
of Canaan they came. 

6. % And Abram passed 
through the land nnto the place 
of Sichem, unto the plain of Mo- 
reh. And the Caoaanite uxw 
then in the land. 

7. And the Lord appeared 
unto Abram, and said, Unto thy 
seed will I give this land: and 
there bullded he an altar unto 



the liOfiD, who appeared unto 
him. 

8. And he removed from 
thnnce unto a mountain on the 
east of Beth-el, and pitched his 
tent, ?iavlng Beth-el on the west, 
and Hai on the east; and there 
he builded an altar ''mto the 
Lord, and called upon he name 
of the Lord. 

9. And Abram joumeyedi go- 
ing still toward the south. 

10. IT And there was a famine 
in the land: and Abram went 
down into Egypt to sojourn 
there ; for the famine wa$ griev- 
ous in the land. 



Golden Text.— IN theb shall all families oi> the earth 
BE BLESSED. (Gen. 12 : 3.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Abram's Leadings, Call, and Divine Prom- 
ise respecting Canaan. — 1. The Chosen Family Migrates Westward 
(eh. 11: 81, 32). 2. Abram is specially Called and Migrates to Ca- 
naan (ch. 12: 1-6). 8. God Promises Canaan to his Descendants 
(w. 7-0). 4. A Famine Drives him into Egypt (v. 10). 

Notes* — TiHB (of ch. 12: 1-8): B.C. 1921. — Contemp. 
HigT.: 216a«— Connection: (Forch. 9: 20-29, see "Con- 
nection", Les. IV., p. 124.) Ch. 10; ch. 11: 1-9, constitute 
Division IV. of Gen. (see "Connection", Les. I., p. 114, 
and Les. IV., p. 124)— viz.. History [greneraiiorw, ch 10: 1] 
of the Sons of Noah — as follows : 1. Ancestry of the nations 
(ch. 10): (1.) Descendants of Japheth (ch. 10: 1-^); (2.) De- 
scendants of Ham (ch. 10: 6-20); (3.) Descendants of Shem 
(ch. 10: 21-32); 2. The Confusion of Tongues (ch. 11: 1-9). 
Ch. 11: 10-26, constitutes Division V. of Gen., viz., His- 
tory [ffeMfrfxtiom, ch. 11: 10] of Shem [i.e., of his race (until 
Terali, the father of Abram, whose genealogy it is the pur- 
pose of Division V. to trace)]. Ch. 11 : 27-32 ; chs. 12 to 24 in- 
clusive ; ch. 2& : 1-11« conBtitute Division VI. of Gen., via:.. 
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History {generations^ ch. 11: 27] of Terah [i.e., of him and 
of his son Abram ] . This Division of Gren. is analyzed under 
11509 which see (Points 1-6) for the place of this lesson in 
Division VI. — Place: Ur (50), Haran (23), Canaan (5) 

— Place of Sichem (48), "Plain" (Oak) of Moreh (36) 
Mountain between Bethel (4) and Hai (22), " The South " 
(5a) — Egypt (12). — Cibcumstanoes : Previous Divisions 
of Qen. (see "Connection" and page references above) 
have, in an orderly manner, prepared the way for an ac- 
count of the call and life of the progenitor of God's chosen 
people (the history of which people, constitutes the greater 
part of tho O. T., and especially prepares the way for the 
coming of Christ and for the redemption of the world). 
This prof/enitor, Abram, is of the most earnest ancestral 
line whioh has descended from Noah, and his family is 
first moved to separate itself from its unfavorable sur- 
roundir^s; after which the progress of events is as out- 
lined ia the above "Analysis". Ch. 11: 31: 166,115, 

116, 145, 163, 50, 7, 5, 23. And they (i.e., Lot and Sarai) 
went forth with them (i.e. , Terah and Abram) ; hence Abram 
as woU as his father must have been active in this mi- 
gration. And dwelt there : The plan to go to Canaan, was 
not carried out (which agrees with there being as yet no 
specific call from God). — Veb. 32 : 1T6. — Ch. 12 : 1-3 : 206, 
178. Had said: i.e., by a (probably inward) voice, and 
without the appearance of v. 7. The voice gives a com- 
mand (get thee out), and the promises: 1. Of a great pos- 
terity; 2. Of a blessing; 3. Of a great name; 4. Of being a 
blessing to others (even to all families of the earth); 5. Of 
protection (v. 3 f. c. ; a promise peculiarly significant in 
those semi-barbarous times). — Vbb. 4: This v. states the 
central fact, viz., that Abram obeyed. This pregpnant act 
(Heb. 11: 8) marks an epoch in the spiritual history of the 
world; hence Abram's age (which, with other ages stated 
In the previous genealogies, fix^ the chronology) is given. 

— Vers. 6, 6 : 48, 36, 6. These w. describe the migra- 
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tioB in detail. The first divine communication (yy. 1-3) 
probably indicated only the direction which Abram was 
to take (for he went in the right direction, y. 5, but knew 
not " whither ", Heb. 11: 8 1. c); the second (y. 7), that he 
had reached his destination. AH the souls, etc.: i.e., their 
slaves. Plain: rather, 'oak'. And the Canaanite, etc.: a 
statement indicating that the land at this time had pos- 
sessors, and that Abram, though promised it (y. 7), must 
wait for it in faith (Heb. 11: 9). — Vebs. 7, 8: 4, 22. The 
Lord appeared : in y. 1, he had only spoken (said). This is 
the most familiar approach of Qod to man since the ap- 
pearance in Eden (ch. 3: 8), and marks both the land 
which is to witness the greatest divine manifestations, and 
the new era (v. 4/ notes) in the world's spiritual history. 
BiiUded he an altar : in v. 7, to consecrate the spot where 
God appeared; in v. 8, because he would carry the sanc- 
tity of his first residence to his second. Removed, moun" 
tain : probably to find pasturage, and for greater security. 
— Veb. 9: 5a.— Veb. 10: 1T7, 12« 

Qoestions* — What main events and records between 
the last lesson and this ? How much time ? Describe the 
first migration (ch. 11: 31)? What maybe supposed to 
Lave occasioned it? Tell something about Ur? About 
Haran (the place) ? What did God command Abram (ch. 
12: 1)? What promises did God make him (w. 2, 3, 
notes)? What did Abram do (v. 4)? At what age? 
Where did he go (v. 6) ? Where did he first stop (v. 6) ? 
What there occurred (v. 7) ? Whither did he remove (v. 
8)? Why? What did he do there? Whither did he 
next journey (v. 9) ? Whither next (v. 10) ? Why ? Tell 
something about Canaan ? About the pUtce of Sichem ? 
About the plain of Moreh 9 About Bethel ? About Hai ? 

Truths. — 1. That God especUlly directs the lives of 
earnest men (Terah's migration). 2. That he develops the 
lives of his servants by gradual and unforeseen stages 
(Haran, the call to go where God should show, Egypt^ 
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3. That the development of his Kingdom is concrete Imd 
historical (this associating it with a man, and with a man's 
history, places of residence, and religious education). 4. 
That, from the first, the universality of the Kingdom was 

affirmed (ch. 12: 3 1. c). Lessons. — 1. The precious- 

ness, in God's sight, of implicit trust in his 
guidance (I will show thee; Heb. 11: 8). 2. 
The propriety and value of associating re- 
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ligious experiences with places (v. 7 1. c). Catechism. 

— Q. 34.: What is adoption? A.: Adoption is an act of 
God's free grace, whereby we are received into the num- 
ber, and have a right to all the privileges, of the sons 
of God. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Divisions I. to V. (incltisive) of Gen. : 
their limits, mutual relations, and relation to the later Divisions. 
3. The Tower of Babel : its design and significance. 3. The Confti- 
sion of Tongues : its significance and historical credibility. 4. Reli* 
gion of Abram*B flsunily. 5. Nature of the migration to Haran. 6. 
Design of Abram's call and wanderings. 7. Q«ography of the 
lesson. 



LESSON VI.: AUGUST 8. 

ABRAM A2jn) LOT. 

Dally Beadlngps.— ^ON.r Gen. ch. 13. ~Tu.: Gen; 19: 12-29. 
—Wed.: (Jen. 26: 27-34; Heh. 12: 14-17. — Th.: Num. 11: 4-6, 
11-23, 31-84; Ps. 106: 14, 15.— Fbi.: Josh. ch. 7.— 8at.: Luke 12: 
13-31. — Sun. : Phil. 2 : 1-11. 

Gen. 13 : 1-18.] The I^egson. . [Commit w. 14-18. 



1. And Abrai)! went up out of 
Egypt, he, and his wife, and^l 
that he had, and Lot with him 
into the south. 

2. And Abram was very rich 
in cattle, in silver, and In gold. 



3. And he went, on his jour- 
neys from the south even to 
Beth-el, unto the place where his 
tent had been at the bcginningi 
between Beth-el and Hal ; 

4. Unto the place of the altar, 
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which he had made there at the 
flnt: 8Qd there Abram called 
on the name of the Lobd, 

5. IT And Lot also, which went 
with Abram, had flocks, and 
herds, and tents. 

0. And the land was not able 
to bear them^ that they might 
dwell together: for their sub- 
stance was great, so that they 
could not dwell together. 

7. And there was a strife be- 
tween the herdmen of Abram's 
cattle and the herdmen of Lot's 
cattle: and the Canaanite and 
the Perizzite dwelt then Jn the 
land. 

8. And Abram 'said unto Lot, 
Let there be no strife, I pray 
thee, between me and thee, and 
between my herdmen and thy 
herdmen; for we be brethren. 

9. /« not the whole land before 
thee? separate thyself, I pray 
thee, iVom me: if thou toilt 
take the left hand, then I will 
go to the right; or if thou de- 
pari to the right hand, then 1 
will go to the left 

10. And Lot lifted up his eyes, 
and beheld all the plain of Jor- 
dan, that it UDCU well watered 
every where, before the Lord 
destroyed Sodom and GK)morrah, 
even as the garden of the Lobd,. 
like the land of Egypt, as thou 



IL Then Lot chose him all the 
plain of Jordan; and Lot jonr. 
neyed east: and they separated 
themselves the one from the 
other. 

12. Abram dwelt in the land 
of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in 
the cities of the plain, and 
pitched hU tent toward Sodom. 

13. But the men of Sodom 
were wicked and sinners before 
the Lobd exceedingly. 

14. U And the Lord said imto 
Abram, after that Lot was sep- 
arated from him. Lift np now 
thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art northward, 
and southward, and eastward, 
and westward: 

15. For all the land which thou 
secst, to thee will I give it, and 
to thy seed for ever. 

16. And I will make thy seed 
as the dust of the earth : so that 
if a man can number the dust of 
the earth, then shall thy seed 
also be numbered. 

17. Aidse, walk through the 
land in the length of it and in 
the breadth of it; for I will give 
it imto thee. 

18. Then Abram removed his 
tent, and came and dwelt in the 
plain of Mamre, which U in 
Hebron, and built there an altar 
unto the Lord. 



comest unto Zoar. 

Golden Text.— IjET thbbb bb no stbitb, I prat thbb, bb- 
rwBXB iCB AND TBBB. (Gen. 18: 8.) 

Analjais. — Topic: Abram's Generous Treatment of Lot and 
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Renewed ProoilBe from God. —1. Abi|un Returns from Egypt (▼. 1). 

2. Gives Lot the Choice of Dwelling-places (w. 2-9). 3. Is Con- 
signed, by Lot's Choice, the Rugged Portions of Canaan (-w. 10-13). 
4. Receives a New and Enlarged Promise from Qod (w. 14-18). 

Notes. — Time: B.C. 1918. — Contemp. Hist: 216a.— 
Connection (and place in Division VL of Gen.): 115a 
(Points 6, 6, 7). — Pi.ace : " The South " (5a), neighborhood 
of Bethel (4) and Hai (22), Cities of the Plain (44), '* Plain " 
(Oaks) of Mamre (34), Hebron (25). — Cibcumstances : See 

"Analysis" above. Veb. 1: 115, 12, 11©, 5a. — Vers. 

2, 5, 6: Wealth, owing partly to gifts from Pharaoh (ch. 12: 
16), bat more to : 1. Thrift (which marked the patriarchs 
generally); 2. The simplicity and seclusion (ch. 12: l)of 
their lives; 3. God's special blessiug(ch. 12: 2). — Vers. 

3, 4: 4, 22, 206* Place where: i.e., that described in ch. 
12: 8. — Veb. 7: G, 42* And the Canaanite, etc.: men- 
tioned as augmenting the difficulty of finding grazing 
room. — Vers. 8, 9: Abram, as older, as mover in the 
migration, and as richer and more powerful, had the right 
of choice; but surrendered it, both from magnanimity and 
from the belief that God would order the choice aright. — 
Veb. 10: 32, 49, 20, 11, 51. Like the land of Egypt : refer- 
ence to the extreme fertility caused by the Nile overflows. 
— Veb. ]2: 5, 44* In the land of Canaan: i.e., the rugged 
ridge of Palestine, while Lot took the fertile Jordan val 
ley. — Veb. 13 : St-atement preliminary to the narrative 
in ch. 19. — Vebs. 14-17: 178. This was not an outward 
appearance as in (ch. 12: 7), but a (probably inward) voice 
(as in ch. 12: 1). The promise of ch. 12: 7, respecting the 
possession of Canaan, is made more graphic (w. 14, 15, 17), 
as also the promise of ch. 12: 2, "I will make of thee a 
great nation" (v. 16). — Veb. 18: 34, 25. Plain: rather, 
• oaks *. In his walking through the land (v. 17), he came 
upon and chose this place of settlement. 

Questions. — How much time between the last lesson 
and this? Where has Abram resided? Tell something 
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about that country ? Whither did he return (v. 1) 7 
Whither did he next journey (vv. 3, 4) ? In what condi- 
tion were his and Lot's worldly affairs (w. 2, 5, 6)? 
Why? What embarrassments resulted in consequence 
(w. 6, 7) ? What proposal did Abram make ? Why was it 
especially generous (w. 8, 9, notes) ? What choice did Lot 
make ? What kind of land did this leave Abram ? Point 
oat any respects in which Lot's choice was mean ? Any 
respect in which it was wicked (v. 12 1. c.)? Give the 
promises in w. 14-17 ? How were they an advance upon 
those in ch. 12: 1-3, 7? Where did Abram take up his 
residence ? Tell something about the plain of Mamre f 
About Hebron ? 

Truths. — 1. That godliness has "promise of the life 
that now is" (vv. 2, 5, 6; 1 Tim. 4: 8). 2. That love to 
God tends naturally to love and goodness toward men 
(w. 8, 9). 3. God's sure recognition of good actions (vv. 

14-17, after w. 8, 9). Lessons* ->1. The meanness of 

selfishness (w. 10, 11). 2. Its i)eril (sequel 
ot tenting toward Sodom). 3. (From Abram's 
example:) The duties : (1.) Of living peace- 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
a rare place. 



ably with others (v. 8); (2.) Of generosity toward others 

(v. 9). Catechism. — Q. 75: What is forbidden in the 

eighth commandment ? A. : The eighth commandment 
forbiddeth whatsoever doth, or may, unjustly hinder our 
own or our neighbor's wealth or outward estate. 

Points for Inqalry. — 1. State of civilization in Abram's time. 
2. Appearance and manner of the nomad life of his age. 8. Ck>ndi- 
tion of Egypt at this time. 4. Geography (prior to ch. 19) of thft 
section chosen by Lot. 6. Of the section left to Abram. 



LESSON Vn.: AUGUST 16. 

ABRAM AND MELCHIZEDEK. 
Dally Headings. —ICoK.: Oen. ch. 14.— Tu.: Judg. e: 1-iOj 
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25-85. -> Wbd. : Judg. ch. 7. — Th. : Jndg. 8 : 1-23. — Fbl : 1 Sam. 
ch. 80. — Sat. : Pb. 110; Heb. ch. 5. — Sim. : Hob. cb. 7. 

G«n. 14 : 12-24.] The Lesson. [Commit Tf. t»>20. 



12. And they took Lot» 
Abram's brother's son, who 
dwelt in Sodom, and bis 
goods, and departed. 

13. IT And there came one that 
bad escaped, and told Abram the 
Hebrew; for be dwelt in the 
plain of Mamro the Amoritc, 
brother of Eshcol, and brother 
of Aner: and these toert con- 
federate with Abram. 

141 And when Abram heard 
that bis brother was taken cap* 
tive, he armed bis trained ser- 
vanti, bom in his own house, 
three hundred and eighteen, and 
pursued them unto Dan. 

15. And he divided hhnself 
against them, he and his ser- 
vants, by night, and smote them, 
and pursued them unto Hobah, 
which is on the left liand of 
Damascus. 

10. And he brought back all 
the goods, and also brought 
again his brother Lot, and his 
goods, and the women also, and 
the people. 

17. If And the king of Sodom 
went out to meet him after his 
return from the slaughter of 
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings 
(hat were with him, at. the val- 



ley of Shaveh, which is the king's 
dale. 

18. And Melchizedek ktog of 
Salem brought forth bread and 
wine : and be was the priest of 
the most high God. 

19. And ho blessed him, and 
said. Blessed be Abram of the 
most high God, possessor of 
heaven and earth: 

20. And blessed be the most 
high God, which hath ddivered 
thine enemies into thy band. 
And he gave him tithes of alL 

21. And the king of Sodom 
said unto Abram, Give me the 
persons, and take the goods to 
thyself. 

22. And Abram said to the 
king of Sodom, I have lifted up 
mine hand unto the Lord, the 
most high God, the possessor of 
heaven and earth, 

23. That I will not take fiioms 
thread even to a shoelatcbet, 
and that I will not take any thing 
that ta thine, lest thou shouldest 
say, I have made Abram rich : 

24. Save only that whicZi the 
young men have eaten, and the 
portion of the men which went 
with me, Aner, Eshcol, and 
Mamrb; let them take their 
portion. 



Golden Text.— Jbsxjs, made a high pbiest tobxtsb, attsb 
TBR OBDBB OF Mklchizeoek. (Heb. d : 20.) 
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Analysis. — Topic: Abram's Defeat of the Allied Kings and 
Contact with Melchizedek. ~ 1. Lot, Having Reached Sodom, Be- 
comes a Prisoner of War (▼. 12). 2. Abram Rescnes him uid De. 
feats the Allied Kings (w. 1^-16). 3. Pays Tithes to Melchlxedek, 
' Receives his Blessing, and Declines the Goods of Sodom (w. 17-24). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 1913. — Contemp. Hist.: 216a«-~ 
Connection (and place in Division VI. of Gen.): 115a 
(Point 8). — PuLCE : " Plain ** (Oaks) of Mamre (34), Dan 
(9), Hobah (2T), Valley of Shaveh (4T). — Cibcumstances : 
The invasion under the allied kings (173) gives rise to the 

events outlined in the above "Analysis". Veb. 12: 

(On this lesson as a whole, see 173.) 116, 115, 40. — Veb. 13:' 
24^ 34, 152, 1, 142, 130. The9e were confederate, etc.: 
Abram had made a (probably) defensive alliance with 
them. — Veb. 14: 9. The defensive allies (v. 13) joined in 
the enterprise (v. 24). — Veb. 15: 27, 8. Notice the mill-* 
tary efficiency evinced here and in v. 14 {trairied), — Veb. 
17: 134, 137, 47. Kinrf of Sodom went, etc.: i.e., to receive 
back the captives (v. 21). — Veb. 18: 155, 46, 206. Mel- 
chizedek, on the contrary, brought refreshments and a 
blessing (vv. 19, 20). — ^eb. 19: 212. — Veb. 20 : And he 
gave, etc. : as an offering in view of his victory, he thereby 
acknowledging the God of Melchizedek (before whom he 
swears, v. 22). — Vees. 22-24: 206. The vigor of this re- 
fusal and the oath, point to a deeper reason than that 
assigned (lest, etc.), viz., the general bad character of the 
Sodomites, with whom, consequently, Abram would have 
nothing in common. And the portion, etc. : Abram would 
not decide the question respecting recei\'ing the goods of 
Sodom for others than himself. 

Questions. — At what time did the invasion of the allied 
kings occur? Tell something about it? Where had 
Lot's tenting toward Sodom, led him to reside (v. 12)? 
What happened to him there ? How did Abram hear of 
it (v. 13) ? Describe the band with which he went in pur- 
ioit ( VY. 14, 24) ? Describe the attack (v. 15) 7 What was 
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its result (y. 16) ? For what did the king of Sodom go to 
meet him (v. 17, notes) ? What did Ahram say to him 
(w. 22-24)? Why? For what did Melchizedek go to 
meet him (vv. 18-20)? What did Abram do (r. 20 1. c.) ? 
Tell something about Hobah ? About Damascus ? About 
Sodom ? About Melchizedek ? 

Tmths* — 1. (From Abram 's prowess, w. 14-16, the fair 
inference :) That godliness conduces to courage and valor. 
2. That God has witnesses outside the pale of the visible 
church (Melchizedek, outside the chosen family; Heb. 7: 
3; John 10: IC). Lessons* — 1. The downward ten- 
dency of sin (compare v. 12, with ch. 13: 12). 2. The power 
of God's service to put even strangers at one (w. 18-20). 
3. (From Abram's example :) The duties : 
(1.) Of special kindness to kindred (v. 14); 
(2.) Of attention to the arts of defensive war- 



To be fastaiir 
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a sure place. 



fare (w. 14-lC); (3.) Of making thank-offerings to God (v. 
20 1. c); (4.) Of a proper independence of, and separa- 
tion from, the wicked (w. 22-24); (5) Of not deciding 

questions of conscience for others (v. 24). Catechism* 

— Q. 74: What is required in the eighth commandment ? 
A.: The eighth commandment requireth the lawful pro- 
curing and furthering the wealth and outward estate of 
ourselves and others. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Movements of races at this x>eriod. 
2. The nature of this invasion. 3. Annies, arms, imd methods of 
warfare, of this period. 4. Size and nature of Abram's establish- 
ment (to be inferred especially from v. 14). 6. Melchizedek as an 
historical character; as set forth in the N. T. 6. Geography of ch. 
14. 



LESSON Vm. : AUGUST 22. 

THE COVENANT WITH ABRAM. 
DaUy Readings.— Moir.; Gen. ch. 16. — Tu.: Gen. 28: 10-21 
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— WsD. : Qen. ch. 82. ~Th. : Judges 6 : 11-24, 96-40. ~ FBI. : 1 KL 
3 : 3-15. — Sat. : Bom. eh. 4. — Sun. : Qal. cb. 8. 



Gen. 15:1-18.] 

1. After these things the word 
of the Lord came nnto Ahram 
In a vision, saying, Fear not, 
AbnuxL: I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward. 

2. And Abram said. Lord 
God, what wilt thou give me, 
teeing I go childless^ and the 
steward of my house w this £li- 
ezer of Damascus* 

3. And Abram said. Behold, 
to me thou hast given no seed : 
and, lo, one bom in my house 
is mine heir. 

4. And, behold, the word of 
the LoBD came unto him, say- 
ing, This shall not be thine heir; 
but he that shall come forth out 
of thine own bowels shall be 
thine heir. 

5. And he brought him forth 
abroad, and said, Look now to- 
ward heaven, and tell the stars, 
if thou be able to number them : 
sad be said unto him, So shall 
tiiy seed be. 

6. And he believed in the 
LiOBD ; and he eoxmted it to him 
for righteousness. 

7. And he said unto him, I 
jm the LOBD that brought thee 
rat of Ur of the Chaldees, to give 
thee this land to inherit it. 

8. And he said. Lord God, 
whereby shall I know that I shall 
iDherit it ? 



The I>8son. 



[Commit w. 5-7. 



9. And ho said unto him. Take 
me an heifer of three years old, 
and a she-goat of three years 
old, and a ram of three years 
old, and a turtledove, and a 
young pigeoh. 

10. And he took uuto him all 
these, and divided them in the 
midst, and laid each piece one 
against another: but the birds 
divided he not. 

11. And when the fowls came 
down upon the carcases, Abram 
drove them away. 

12. And when the sun was 
gpoing down, a deep sleep fell 
upon Abram; and, lo, an horror 
of great darkness fell upon him. 

13. And he said unto Abram, 
Know of a surety that thy seed 
shall be a stranger in a land that 
i8 not theirs, and shall serve 
them ; and they shall afflict them 
four hundred years ; 

14. And also that nation, 
whom they shall serve, will I 
Judge ; and afterward shall they 
come out with great substance. 

15. And thou shalt go to thy 
fathers in peace; thou shalt bQ 
buried in a good old age. 

16. But in the fourth genera- 
tion they shall come hither 
again: for the iniquity of the 
Amorites ia not yet full. 

17. And it came to pass, that- 
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when the san went down, and 
it was dark, behold, a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp 
that passed between those pieces. 
18. In that same day the Lord 



made a covenant with Abram, 
saying, Unto thy seed have I 
given this land, from the river 
of Egypt unto the great river* 
the river Euphrates. 



Golden Text. — Abraham believed God, and it was 

COUNTED UNTO HIM FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS. (Rom. 4: 3.) 

Analysis.— Topic: The Covenant with Abram. — l. TheJ*rom- 
ises to Abram respecting Descendants and Canaan, are Renewed 
(w. 1-5, 7). 2. lie Believes God and It Is Counted to him for Right- 
eousness (v. 6). 8. The Promises are Ratified by a Solemn Ceremony 
(w. 8-11, 17). 4. The First of the Great Detailed Prophecies of the 
Bible Is Vouchsafed (w. 12-16, 18). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 1912. — CoirrEMP. Hist.: 216a.— 
Connection (and place in Division VI. of Gen.): 115a 
(Point 9).— Place: "Plain" (Oaks) of Mamre (ch. 14: 
13; 34). — Circumstances: After Abram's bravery and 
self-denial of ch. 14, occur the events outlined in " Anal- 
ysis ". Veb. 1 : (On this les., see 172.) 200, 1T8, 115, 

226* Tliese thhigs: i.e., those of ch. 14. Fear not: i.e. (as 
w. 2, 3, show), respecting Abram's childlessness. lam, (as 
thou hast seen) thy shield, and (as thou shalt see) thy 
exceeding t etc. — Vers. 2, 3: 206, 139, 8. Steward : rather, 
* son of possession * ; i.e., possessor-apparent (accord- 
ing to the nomadic custom of inheritance by the chief 
servant, when there was no heir). Born in my house: 
rather, 'son of my house' (i.e., of his estate, rather than 
of himself).— Veb. 5 : Ch. 22 : 17 ; 26 : 4; Ex. 32 : 13.— 
Veb. 6: 227b. Remark of Moses (who, in Gen., rarely 
makes observations). Abram had, at two different periods 
iB.C. 1921, ch. 12: 2, 7; B.C. 1918, ch. 13: 15, 16), been 
promised offspring. Nine years had (B.C. 1912) elapsed 
since the first promises, and six since the second, with no 
fulfillment. The third promise he believed, as his action in 
V 10, etc., showed. This vigor of trust, after two long dis- 
appointments (great trials of faith, especially at his age), 
evinced a confidence in God of the same nature as the 
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N. T. faith (Bom. 4 : 18-25). Moses, appreciating this kind 
of faith, accordingly notes it, in a v. which seems rather to 
"belong to the N. T. than to the O. T. (see PauPs appre- 
ciation of Moses' remark, Bom. 4: 23, 24).— Vers. 7, 8: 
-5O9 T* Be^afiELrmation of, and inquiry resjiecting, the sec- 
ond element in the earlier promises. — Vers. 1>-11, 17: 86, 
90-y 92, 88* 1. This ceremony constituted the ever mem- 
orable ratification of the promises (re-affirmed in earlier 
w.) respecting descendants and their possession. 2. The 
animals used, were those of the later ceremonial law, and 
the non-division of the birds (v. 10), agreed with the later 
legislation of Lev. 1 : 17. 3. Covenants, in those times, 
were ratified by dividing animals, between the parts of 
which the contracting parties passed (as God's burning 
Uanp, V. 17, did). 4. Abram continued his waiting on God 
through the night of w. 1-B, and through the following 
day (w. 11, 17). 6. Various more or less fanciful symbolic 
meanings have been attached to the numbers, etc., of the 
passage.— Vers. 12-16, 18: 1, 172, 14, 10. The first night 
re-affirm^ to Ahram the promises; the action and waiting 
of the day following proved his belief of them; the second 
night, in condition of mind admirably prepared, and in 
profound plumber, the first of the great detailed prophe- 
cies of the Bible was vouchsafed him. Horror of great 
darkness (v. 12): 8upi>osed by some to prefigure the Egyp- 
tian bondage. Great substance (v. 14) : Ex. 12: 35, 36. AfnO" 
rites (v. 16): put for the people of Canaan in general. 2fot 
yet full: part of their allotted probation remained to them. 
This statement explained why Abram must wait for Ca- 
naan. 

Questions. — After what things (v. 1) did Abram have 
this vision ? What is a vision ? In reference to what was 
Abram exhorted not to fear? What would God be to 
him (v. 1) ? How did God illustrate to him the number of 
his descendants (v. 5) ? Explain why Abram's faith was 
BO remarkable (v. 6, notes) ? What animals were used *— 
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the ceremony of the next day and night ? How did Abram 
spend the day ? What happened at night ? What x>roph« 
ecies and promises were made Abram (w. '13-17) ? 

Truths* — 1. That there is a connection between doing 
God's will and receiving light from him ((tfter these things, 
V. 1; John 7: 17). 2. That God grounded the confidence 
of his people on concrete and earth-like transactions (the 
covenant, vv. 9-18). 3. That full faith in him is counted 

for ri(/hteous)iess (v. 6). Lessons. — 1. That, in the 

religious development of men, God makes large use of 
deferred hope (w. 2, 13). 2. That our un- 
satisfied longings and our misgivings niay 
be brought freely to him ( w. 2, 3). 3. That 
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signs of his goodness may be (reverently) sought from him 
(v. 8). 4. That God's past mercies should be made guar- 
antees of his future goodness (v. 7). 5. That, above all 
else, God (himself) is his servants' exceeding great reward 

(v. 1). Catechism.— Q. 4: What is God? A.: God 

is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his 
being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and 
truth. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. How much of this leBson oceorred in 
vision, and how much was acted out ? 2. Gtod's use of ^re in O. T. 
manifestations of himself; reasons for, and sign^ificanoe of, the same. 
8. Current symbolical interpretations of the details of w, 9-17. 4. 
Oeography of later possessions of the Israelites as compared with 
the promise of v. 18. 



LESSON IX.: AUGUST 29. 

ABRAHAM'S INTERCESSION. 

Dally Readings. ~MoN.: Oen. eh. 17.— Tu.: Oen. 18: US^^m 
Wed.: Gen. 18: 16-88.— Th.: Ex. ch. 82.— FBI.: Ex. ch. 83.-* 
Bat.: Rom. 8: 14-27. —SUH. : Heb. 7: 23-28. 
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Gen. 18: 16-33.] 

16. IT And the men roBe up 
from thence, and looked toward 
Bodom : and Abraham went 
with them to bring them on the 
way. 

17. And the Lokd said, Shall 
I bide from Abraham tliat thing 
Which I do ; 

18. Seeing that Abraham shall 
inrely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be blessed 
hi&hn? 

19. For I know him, that he 
will command his children and 
his household after him, and 
they shall keep the way of the 
LoBD, to do Justice and judg- 
ment; that the Lord may bring 
npon Abraham that which he 
hath spoken of him. 

20. And the Lord said. Be- 
cause the cry of Sodom and Go- 
morrah is great, and because 
their sin is very grioTons, . 

21. I will go down now, and 
see whether they have done alto- 
gether according to the cry of it, 
which is come imto me; and if 
not, I will know. 

22. And the men turned their 
feces from thence, and went to- 
ward Sodom: but Abraham 
stood yet before the -Loud. 

23. IT And Abraham drew 
Uear, and said, Wilt thou also 
destroy the righteous with the 
Wicked? 

24. Pcradventure there be fifty 
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righteous within the city: will 
thou also destroy and not spare 
the place for the fifty righteous 
that are therein ? 

25. That be far fi-om thee to 
do after this manner, to slay the 
righteous with the wicked : and 
that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from 
thee : Shall not the Judge of all 
the earth do right? 

26. And the Lord said, If I 
find in Sodom fifty righteous 
within the city, then I will spare 
all the place for their sokes. 

27. And Abraham answered 
and said, Behold now, I have 
taken upon me to speak unto the 
Lord, which am but dust and 
ashes: 

28. Peradventure there shall 
lack five of the fifty righteous: 
wilt thou destroy all the city for 
lack 0/Q.ve? And he said, If I 
find there forty and five, I will 
not destroy it. 

29. And he spake unto him yet 
again, and said, Peradventure 
there shall be forty found there. 
And he said, I will not do it for 
forty's sake. 

SO. And he said unto hinit Oh 
let not the Lord be angry, and 
I will speak : Peradventure there 
shall thirty be found there. And 
he said, I will not do it, if I find 
thirty there. 

81. And he said. Behold now, 
I have taken upon me to speak 
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And he said, I will not destroy 
it for ten*B sake. 

33. And the Lobd vent hifl 
way, as soon as he had left com- 
muning with Abraham : and 
Abraham returned unto his 
plaoe. 



onto the Lord : Peradventnre 
there shall be twenty found 
there. And he said, I will not 
destroy it for twenty's sake. 

82. And he said, Oh let not 
the Lord be angry, and I will 
speak yet but this once : Perad* 
venture ten shaU be found there. 

Golden Text.~HB btxb liysth to xakb intkbcessioit fob 
THEX. (Heb. 7 : 25.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Abraham's Litercession for Sodom. — 1. The 
Doom of Sodom and Gomorrah Foretold (w. 16-22). 2. Abraham's 
Intercession for Sodom (w. 23-33). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 1898. — Contkmp. Hist.: 216a**— 
CoiTNECTioN (and place in Division VI. of Gen.) : 115a 
(Points 9 to 12 inclusive). — Place : "Plains" (Oaks) of 
Mamre (ch. 18: 1; 34). — Cibcumstances: Fourteen years 
later (B.C. 1898) than the Covenant (B.C. 1912) of the last 
lesson, God (ch. 17) indicated his rejection of Ishmael 
(then 13 years old) from being the heir to the Covenant, 
promised a son to Sarah, and instituted the rite of circum* 
cision. Notwithstanding the long delay since the Cove- 
nant (see ch. 15: 6, notes, p. 138), and the fact that Abra* 
ham's affections were now set upon Ishmael (ch. 17: 18), 
he believed that God would fulfill his promise, and con- 
f oimed to the rite (ch. 17 : 23). (His and Sarah's names were 
changed at this time, ch. 17: 6, 15.) At this period of spir- 
itual victory, God (ch. 18: 13), and two angels, in human 
form (ch. 18: 2), approach at midday (ch. 18: 1), to strength- 
en Sarah's faith (ch. 18: 3-15) respecting the promised son; 
Abraham starts on the way with them as they depart; God 
then announces to him the destruction of Sodom and Go- 
morrah; Abraham (the angels having now gone on, y. 22), 
for Lot's sake (whom he again, as in ch. 14: 16, seeks to 
bless), intercedes for Sodom, and, little by little, gains the 
promise that, if ten righteous men can be found in the 
city, it shall be spared. Veb. 16: 1T8, 49, 115. 2b 
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bring them, etc.: A habit of hosts in those times. — Yebs. 
17-19 : 200. The destruction of Sodom was a judgment 
of God designed to instruct the world in all ages (174). 
Hence, as (1.) Abraham is to influence the whole world 
(v. 18), and (2.) is to instruct his posterity (v. 19 ; and, 
through it, the whole world), God states (v. 17) that Abra- 
ham shall be fully apprised of that judgment in advance. 
By knowing that God intended this destruction, and in- 
tended it (as the intercession proved) because hardly a 
righteous man could be found in the doomed cities (v. 32), 
Abraham would be able to understand the awful event in 
its true imx)ort. — Ver. 20: 20. Ciy: i.e., for vengeance. 
— Veb. 21: IwiU go: Accordingly (v. 22) the two angels 
went and (ch. 19) beheld the wickedness of the city (which 
divine witne.ss makes the subsequent judgment the more 
impressive). — Vebs. 22-33: 1. This prayer bases itself upon 
an assumption respecting God's character (^S'AaZ/ not the 
Judge, etc., v. 25 1. c), to which assumption it holds God. 
2. It applies a well-known logical principle, there being 
the same reason for sparing the city for the sake of 45 as 
for the sake of 50; for the sake of 30 as for the sake of 
40; and so on down to the* small number with which the 
intercession closes. 3. With this boldness and logical co- 
gency, reverence and humility are conjoined (w. 27, 30, 
etc.). 4. God was well pleased with the prayer (v. 32; ch. 
19: 29), and is pleased with such prayers still (Luke 11: 8; 
18: 6,7; Jas. 5: 161. c). 

Questions.— How much time since the Jast lesson? 
What leading events ? In what especially favorable spir- 
itual state was Abraham for receiving the divine commu- 
•lications of ch. 18 (" Circumstances " above) ? "What be- 
mgs visited him ? Describe their visit (w. 1-8) ? When 
they rose to depart, what did Abraham do (v. 16) ? What 
did God foretell to Abraham (w. 20, 21) ? Explain why, 
(w. 17-19, notes) ? State the steps in Abraham's interces* 
sion ? What was God's final promise (v. 32 1. c.) ? 
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Troths* — 1. That growth in faith and godliness insures 
God's increasing nearness (ch. 18: 1-8, after ch. 17). 2. 
That " the secret of the Lord is with them that fear him " 
(w. 17-19; Ps.25: 14). 3. That, in prayer: (1.) God'schar- 
acter may be appealed to (v. 25); (2.) Argument may be 
usod (w. 25, 28, etc. ; Job 23: 3, 4); (3.) And importunity 

{w, 28, 30-32). Lessons. — 1. That solitude is especially 

favorable to prayer (v. 22 1. c). 2. The disinterestedness 
of the most elevated prayer (compare tMs 
grand intercession with the miserable, 
though importunate, petitions of Lot, ch. 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
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19: 18-20, notes, p. 147). 3. (From Abraham's example:) 
The duty of humility and reverence in prayer (w. 27, 

30, etc.). Catechism* -^ Q. 101: What do we pray 

for in the first petition? A.: In the first petition [of 
the Lord's Prayer], which is, "Hallowed be thy name," 
we pray that God would enable us and others to glorify 
him in all that whereby he maketh himself known, and 
that he would dispose all things to his own glory. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Abraham's spiritual progress between 
chs. 15 and 18. 2. Nature of the divine manifestation of ch. 18. 8. 
Light as to Abraham's relation to the Church, involved in w. 17-19. 
4. Light upon prayer deducible from the lesson. 5. The several 
kinds of prayer ; their mutual relations and relative importance. 6. 
Grounds (from Scripture) on wWch God hears prayer. 7. Value of 
prayer to the soul. 8. Value of prayer as effecting outward re- 
sults. 0. Ck)nditions (from Scripture) of true prayer. 



LESSOX X.: SEPTEMBER 5. 

LOT'S ESCAPE FROM SODOM. 

I>aily Keadings.— MoK.: Gen. 19: 12-50.— Ttr.: Ex. ch. 11, 
12 : 29, 80. — Wed. : Deut. ch. 29. — Th. : Isa. ch. 18. — Fw. : Jer. 
*" : 18-40. — Sat. : Amos ch. 4. — Sun. : Mark : 1-12. 
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The liCMon. 



Gen. Id: 12-26.] 

12. t And the men said unto 
Lot, Hast thou here any besides ? 
ion In law, and thy sons, and thy 
daughters, and whatsoever thou 
bast in the city, bring them out 
of tiia place : 

13. For we will destroy this 
place, because the cry of them 
1b waxen great before the face of 
the Loed; and the'LoBD hath 
Mnt us to destroy it. 

44. And Lot went out, and 
apake unto his sons in law, 
which marrl')d his daughters, 
and said, Up, get ye out of thiB 
place; for the Lobd will destroy 
this city. But he seemed as one 
ttiat mocked u nto Ids sons in law. 

15. IT And Afhen the morning 
arose, then thi) angels hastened 
Lot, saying, Ai ise, tali:e thy wife, 
and thy two « laughters, which 
are here; lest thou be consumed 
in the iniquity < f the city. 

16. And whllo he lingered, the 
men laid hold upon his hand, 
and upon the Land of his wife, 
and upon the land of his two 
daughters ; the 1 <oitD being mcr- 
eUhl unto him : t nd they brought 
him forth, and Mt him without 
the city. 

17. IT And it. came to pass, 
vhen they had brought them 
forth abroad, that he said. Es- 
cape for thy life; look not be- 
liind thee, neither stay thou in all 
the plain; escape to the moun- 
tain, lest thou be consumed. 



[Commit VT. 23>28. 



18. And Lot said unto them. 
Oh, not so, my Lord : 

19. Behold now, thy servant 
hath found grace in thy sight, 
and thou hast magnified thy 
mercy, which thou hast showed 
unto me in saving my life ; and 
I cannot escape to the mountain, 
lest some evil take me, and I die. 

20. Behold now, this city U 
near to flee unto, and it is a little 
one : Oh, let me escape thither, 
(i« it not a little one?) and my 
soul shall live. 

21. And he said onto him. See, 
I have accepted thee concerning 
this thing also, that I will not 
overthrow this city for the which 
thou hast spoken. 

22. Haste thee, escape thither ; 
for I cannot do any thing till 
thou be come thither. Therefore 
the name of the city was called 
Zoar. 

23. IT The sun was risen upon 
the earth when Lot entered into 
Zoar. 

24. Then the Lord rained 
upon Sodom and u^on Gomor- 
rah brimstone and fire from the 
Lord out of heaven ; 

25. And he overthrew those 
cities, nnd all tho plain, and all 
the inlabitants of the cities, and 
that which grew upon the 
ground. 

26. IT But bis wife looked back 
from behind him, and she be- 
came a pillar of salt. 
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Golden Text.— Rbkshbbb Lot's wrrs. (Luke 17: 82.) 
Analysis.— Topic: Destruction of the Cities of the Plain, and 
Lot's Escape. — L Two Angels Forewarn Lot (w. 12, 13). 2. Lot 
Forewarns his Sons4n-law (v. 14). 3. The Angels Hasten the 
Flight of Lot's Family (w. 15-17). 4. Lot has only One Selfish 
Prayer for the Occasion (w. 18->20). 5. Lot's Wife Looks hack and 
Perishes (v. 26). 6. liOt (with Two Unmarried Daughters, v. 15) 
Escapes to Zoar (tv. 21-23). 7. The CiUes of the Plain are De* 
stroyed (vtr. 24, 25; see w. 27-29). 

Notes. — Time: B.C. 1898. — Contemp. Hist.: 216a.— 
Connection (and place in Division VI. of Gen.) : 115a 
(Point 13). — Place : Sodom (49), Zoar (51), Gomorrah 
(20), Cities of the Plain (44). — Cibcumstanoes : After 
the two angels (oh. 19: 1) who (ch. 18: 22), in company 
with God (ch. 18: 2, 13, 22), appeared to Abraham in ch. 
18, have ascertained, by their own observation (ch. 18: 21; 
ch. 19: 4-11), the wickedness of Sodom; and have ascer- 
tained by good treatment received from Lot only (ch. 19: 
1-3), that he alone in the city lias some excellence of char- 
acter left; the progress of events is as in the above " An- 
alysis ". Veb. 12: (On this lesson as a whole, see 174.) 

116. Men: i.e., two angels (v. 15; see references under 
" Connection " above). Any besides: Le., in addition to 
his wife and two unmarried daughters (v. 15). — Ver. 13: 
206« Cfry : i.e., for vengeance. — Ver. 14: Sons in law, 
etc.: There appear to have been no sons. 1. Lot's tent- 
ing toward Sodom (ch. 13: 12) brought him to Sodom (ch. 
14: 12). 2. His residence there led to two or more of his 
daughters' marrying Sodomites. 3. Not only their hus- 
bands, but they themselves, were destroyed with the city 
(since only the unmarried daughters escaped, w. 15, 16). — 
Veb. 15: 209« Hastened: Notice the, lingering spirit of 
Lot and his family, and the extreme solicitude of the 
angels, throughout the narrative ; thus earnestly and. at { 
great odds did God regard Abraham's prayer (v. 29). 
Iniquity: rather, * punishment *. — Vebs. 18-23: 51* 1. JLtoi 
as well as Abraham, is in some degree a good man; 2. As 
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\rell as Abraham (cli. 18: 23-32), he nses arguments in 
prayerj 3. As well as Abraham, he is importunatej 4. He 
is directly, and Abraham only indirectly, answered. But : 
1. He asks for himself only; 2. He asks for an earthly 
good only; 3. His chief arguments are material (v. 20) 
and cowardly (v. 19); 4. He does not dare enjoy the 
answer to his petition (v. 30). — Veb. 24: 49, 20. — Ver. 25: 
And that which grew, etc.: Observe how nature is in- 
volved in the calamities resulting from sin (ch. 3: 17, 18; 
Bom. 8: 22). ~ Veb. 26: lOOf Looked hack: Luke 9: 62; 
17: 32. 

Qaestions.— Who visited Sodom (ch. 19: 1)? Where 
had they been just before ("Circumstances" above)? 
With whom? Why did they visit Sodom (ch. 18: 21)? 
What did they tell Lot (w. 12, 13) ? What did Lot do 
(v. 14)? With what result (v. 14 1. c.)? What did the 
angels next say (v. 16)? What did they do (v. 16)? What 
warning was uttered (v. 17)? What was Lot's prayer 
(w. 18-20)? What reply was made (w. 21, 22)? With 
what result (v. 23)? What did Lot's wife do (v. 26)? 
What resulted? What befell the Cities of the Plain 
(w. 24, 25) ? 

Traths. — 1. That Gk>d personally observes all sin (ch. 
18: 21, and the observation of the messenger angels, ch. 
19: 1-11). 2. That he brings upon sin fearful earthly judg- 
ments (destruction of the Cities of the Plain). 3. That he 

binds himself to bless the righteous (v. 22). Lessons. — 

1. The power for evil of domestic and social 
relations with the ungodly (v. 14, and the 
destruction of Lot's married daughters). 2. 
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The tendency to linger in forsaking sin (v. 16, etc.). 3. 
The peril of such lingering (v. 26). 4. The groveling na- 
ture of the approaches of a worldly-minded man to God 
(w. 18-23; notes). 5. The blessing which godly and pray- 

ing persons are to their friends (v. 29). Catechism* — 

Q. 84: What doth every sin deserve? A.: Every sin da- 
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serveth God's wrath and cuise, both in this life and that 
which is to come. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Method of the destruction of Uie Cities 
of the Plain. 2. Geographical testimony to the same. 8. Signlfi* 
cance of the event. 4. Compare the prayers of Abraham (eh.* 18. 
23^2) and Lot (vv. 18-20), and their answers. 6. Lig}it about prayer 
deducible from the comparison. 6. History and character of Lot. 
7i Peoples descended from him; some account of their place in later 
history. • 



LESSON XI.: SEPTEMBER 12. 



TRIAL OF ABRAHAM'S FAITH. 

Daily Beadinss.— Hon.: Gen. 21: 8-21. — Tn.: Gen. 21: 2^ 
84.— Wed.: Gen. 22: 1-19. — Th.: Gen. ch. 23.— Fbi.: Gen. 24: 
1-26. — Bat. : Gen. 24 : 27-67. — &xm. : Heb. U : 1-19. 

Gon. 22 : 1-14.] The Iieston. [Commit vr. 11-14. 

unto the place of which God had 
told him. 

4. Then on the third day 
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and 
saw the place afar off. 

6. And Abraham said onto 
his young men, Abide ye here 
with the ass ; and I and the lad 
will go yonder and worship, and 
come again to you. 

6. And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering, and 
laid U ux>on Isaac his son; and 
he took the fire in his hand, and 
a knife ; and they weht both of 
them together. 

7. And Isaac spake unto Abra* 
ham his father, and said. My 



1. And it came to pass, after 
these things, that God did tempt 
Abraham, and said unto him, 
Abraham : and he said. Behold, 
here I am. 

2. And he said, Take now thy 
son, thine only son Isaac, whom 
thou lovest, and get thee into 
the land of Moriah; and offer 
him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which 
I will tell thee of. 

8. IT And Abraham rose up 
eai ly in the morning, and saddled 
hitt ass, and took two of his young 
men wi'.h him, and Isaac his son, 
and clave the wood for the burnt 
offering, and rose up, and went 
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liiktber : aad he aaid, Hiere am I, 
my son. And he said» Behold 
the fire and the wood: hat 
where U the lamb for a hamt 
offering? 

8. And Abraham Baid, My son » 
God will provide himself a lamb 
for a burnt offSering: bo they 
went both of them together. 

0. And they came to the place 
which God had told him of; and 
Abraham built an altar there, 
and laid the wood in order, and 
bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar upon the wood. 

10. And Abraham stretehed 
forth his hand, and took the knife 
to slay his son. 

11. And the angel of the Lobd 
called onto him out of heaven. 



and said, Abraham, Abraham: 
And-he said. Here am I. 

12. And he said. Lay not thine 
hand upon the lad, neither do 
thou any thing unto him: for 
now I know that thou fearesi 
Ood, seeing thou hast not with- 
held thy son, thine only torit 
firom me. 

13. And Abraham lifted up hit 
eyes, and looked, and, behold, 
behind him a ram caught in a 
thicket by his horns : and Abra- 
ham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt offer- 
ing in the stead of his son. 

14. And Abraham called the 
name of that place Jchovuh- 
jirch : as it is said to this day, In 
the mount of the Lobd it shall 
be seen. 



Golden Text. — Now I know that thou vbaiobst God. (Gen. 
22: 12.) 

Analyala. ~ Topic : The Trial of Abraham's Faith by the Com- 
mand to Offer Isaac. — 1. The Commxmd is Given (\^. 1, 2). 2. 
Abraham immediately Journeys forth to Obey (w. 3-0). 3. He 
Answers Isaac's Touching Inquiry (w. 7, 8). 4. He Makes the 
Requisite Preparations (v. 0). 5. In the Act of Obedience, his 
Hand is Stayed by a Re-assuring Voice from the Sky (w.10-12). 6. 
He Sacrifices a Ram, and CaUs the Place by a Memorial Name (w. 
13,14). 

Notes.— Time: B.C. 1872(?).— Contbmp. Hist.: 216a.— 
Connection (and place in Division VI. of Gen.): 115a 
(Points 14, 16,' 16). — Place: Beer-sheba (ch. 21: 33, 34; 3), 
Land (37) and Mountain (38) of Moriah. — Cibcumstances : 
Isaac having been bom, and Ishmael sent forth, Abra- 
ham's faith is put to its supreme test by the command to 
offer Isaac, now a young man (see ** Analysis " above). 
— Yxs. 1: (On this lesson as a whole, see ITS.) 20e« 
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178f 115. Said unto, etc. : by a (probably Inward) voice, US' 
in ch. 12: 1. — Veb. 2: 117, 37. Thine onli/, etc. : The com- 
mand is made as difficult as possible. — Yeb. 3: 82. Roae 
up early: Instant obedience and without telling any one; 
telling would open temptations to disobedience, if, indeed, 
it did not render obedience impossible by causing forcible 
prevention. — Veb. 5: Ahide ye here : for reasons like those 
in V. 2, notes, above, and in Matt. 26: 36, 38. And come 
again (I and the lad) : Abraham's subsequent conduct 
shows that he fully exx>ected to slay his son. Hence, if 
this is more than a general statement to satisjly the ser- 
vants, the explanation of the coming again of Abrahsm 
and the ladf must be found in Heb. 11 : 19. — Veb. 6: These 
and the later details are given somewhat fully, as showing 
the struggle through which Abraham passed. Laid it 
upon: John 19: 17. — Vebs. 7, 8: OO* Meditate upon the 
Buffering and faith caused by these vv. — Vebs. 9, 10: Isaac 
probably at first assisted; and, when it was necessary to 
act, was probably informed of the divine command. 
Abraham perhaps detailed to him God's earlier leadings, 
and expressed the confidence of Heb. 11: 19* Upon these 
suppositions, Isaac's faith also was tried, and he submitted 
like the Lamb whom he prefigured. — Yebs. 11, 12: 200, 
200« A clue to the intent of the command; God did not 
wish Isaac sacrificed, but only sacrificed in Abraham's 
heart, which had now been accomplished (tliou haet not 
withheld, etc.). — Veb. 13: 90. Abraham's saying (v. 8) 
had come true. — Veb. 14: 30,38. In the mount, etc.: 
rather, ' In the mount where Jehovah appears '. 

Qoestions* — How much time since the last lesson? 
What main events ? Where did Abraham now reside ? 
Probable age of Isaac ? What did God command ? Where ? 
How soon did Abraham obey ? Did he tell any one ? 
Why (v. 3, notes) ? How far did he travel ? How long a 
time ? What did he say to his servants ? Where did 
heandlsaacgo? What did each carry ? Whatdidiwao 
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ask ? Wliat did Abraham reply ? Describe wbat ensued 7 
-Tell how you think that Abraham and Isaac must have 
felt at each stage of these events? What took Isaac's 
place as an offering ? What name did Abraham give the 
place ? Its meaning ? Tell something about Beer-sheba ? 
About Mount Moriah ? 

Truths.— 1. That God does not shrink from putting 
the faith of good men to the severest tests. 2. That the 
intent is, not their suffering, but their spiritual growth (v. 

12). liessoDS* — 1. That following Qod is a constant 

walking in ways unknown to us, but which he teUs us of 
(v. 2). 2. That God is to be placed before the dearest affec- 
tions and hopes (v. 12). 3. That God sees (JeJiovah-jireh, 
v. 14) and will provide (v. 8). 4. (From 
Abraham's example:) The duties: (1.) Of 
instant obedience (v. 3); (2.) Of a certain 
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reticence respecting what is between God and us (the 
silence of vv. 3, 5); (3.) Of doing our best to avoid 
temptation (which Abraham's reticence enabled him to 

avoid, V. 3, notes). Catechism* — Q. 35: What is sane- 

tification? A.: Sanctification is a work of God's Spirit, 
whereby we are renewed in the whole man after the image 
of God, and are enabled more and more to die unto sin 
and live unto righteousness. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Import of the dismUnEtal of Ishmael; 
his history and character. 2. HIb descendants and their place in 
liistory. 3. Fill out, so far as may be, the steps of the narrative of 
the lesson. 4. Its import. 6. Abraham's history. 6. His character. 
T. His place in history. 



LESSON Xn.: SEPTEMBER 19. 

QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

Daily Beadings. — Moir. : Gen. chs. 1, 2. — Tv. : Gen. chs. 8, 4. 
-Wbp.: G«n. chs. 6, 7, 8. — Th.: Q«n.9: 1-19; 11: 1-9, 27-^* 
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12 : 1-10. —iTiu. : Gen. chs. 13, 14. — Sat. : Gen. chs. 18 : 1-8, 10-88; 
W: 12-30. — Bun.: Gen. ch. 15; 22: 1-19. 

[Note. — In case superintendents or teachers desire a Bj^dal topio 
for Review Sunday, The Geography of the O. T. Lessons for the 
Tear (see p. 8, and dictionary articles 1 to 61), would prove inter- 
esting, Instructive, a preparation in part for the next quarter's work, 
and fruitful spiritually if the topic were handled with that end in 
view. ~— In preparation for Review, the dictionary articles on O. T« 
Geography (1 to 61), and the articles 114 to 116, 160 to 176, J819, 
222, mid 220> may be profitably readi] 

General Qaestioiis*^!. Give same acoount of Moses 
and of Genesis. 2. Of the six creative days. 3. Of the 
condition of man before the Fall. 4. Of the state of the 
world before the Flood. 

Questions on Liesson I. (ch. 1: 1-3; 2: 4-8). — 1. What 
was the origin of the universe ? 2. What was its first 
condition (ch. 1: 12) ? 3. After its completion, what was 
created? 4. Whence (ch. 2: 7)? how endowed with life 
(v. 7) ? where placed (v. 8) ? 

On licason II. (ch. 3: 1-15). — 1. How was Eve tempted ? 
2. What state of feeling followed her and Adam's sin ? 3. 
In what spirit did they meet God's inquiries ? 4. What 
promise did God make (V. 15) ? 

On Iiesson III. (ch. 4: 3-15). — 1. Why were the offer- 
ings of Cain and Abel so dliferently regarded by God ? 
2. What feelings were aroused in Gain ? 3. What did he 
do ? 4. How did God deal with him in consequence'? 

On Lesson lY. (ch. 9: 8-19). — 1. What covenant was 
made after the Flood ? 2. With whom (w. 9, 10) ? 3. 
What was its sign ? 4. Who were the progenitors of the 
new race ? 

On Iiesson V. (chll: 31, 32; 12: 1-10). — 1. When was 
Abram called ? 2. After what emigration? 3. What points 
in Canaan did he journey to (in the lesson) ? 4. What 
promises were made to him (in the lesson) ? 

On Lesson VI. (ch. 13: 1-18). — 1. Upon Abram's return 
from Egypt, in what condition were his and Lot's worldly 
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affairs? 2. What proposition did he make to Lot? ^ 
What choice did Lot make, and whither did he pitch his 
tent ? 4. What promise did Abram then receive ? 

On Lesson Til. (ch. 14: 12-24). — 1. How soon after Lot 
parted from Abram, did the invasion of the aliied kings 
occur ? 2. Where was Xiot then living, and what befell 
him in consequence? 3. What didAbra^ do? 4. How 
was he treated by, and how did he treat, Melchizedek 
and the king of Sodom ? 

On Lesson YIII. (ch. 15 : 1-18). — 1. About what two 
things did God covenant with Abram in this lesson? 2. 
Through how much time did Abram*s waiting on God in 
this case last ? 3. Describe the ceremony which occurred. 
4. What clear predictions were made? 

On Lesson IX. (ch. 18: 16-33). — 1. Describe the visit 
here made to Abraham. 2. What prediction was made to 
him. ? 3. Describe the- prayw which he offered. 4. How 
was it answered? 

On Lesson X. (ch. 19: 12-26). — 1. By whom was Lot 
here visited? 2. What did they foretell and do ? 3. What 
was Lot's prayer? 4. What members of his family perished 
with the Cities of the Plain ? 

On Lesson XL (ch. 22: 1-14). — 1. What was Abraham 
here commanded to do ? 2. State some points respecting 
the first stages of his obedience. 3. Describe the scene on 
Mount Moriah. 4. What memorial name did Abraham 
give the place ? 

Catechism. —Q. 89: How is the word made effectual to 
salvation? A.: The Spirit of God maketh the reading, 
but especially the preaching of the word, an effectual 
means of convincing and converting sinners, and of build- 
ing them up in holiness and comfort through faith unto 
salvation. 
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LESSON C: SEPTEMBER 26.» 



THE ATONEMENT. 

Daily Beadlnsrs. — MoK. : Heb. eli. 1. — Tu. : Heb. eb. 8. — 
Wbd.: Heb. ch. 8. — Th.: Heb. 9: 1-10.— Fbi.: Heb. 9: 11-28. « 
Bat. : Lev. 1 : 1-^ Heb. ^ : 1-18. >- SuH. : Heb. 10 : 19-30. 

Lev. 1:1-5; Heb. 10 : 1-10.] The Lesson. [Ck>mmit Heb. 10 : 4-7, 10. 



1. And the Lobd called unto 
Hoses, and spake unto him out 
of the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, saying, 

2. Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them, If 
any man of you bring an offer, 
ing unto the Lobd, ye shall 
bring your offering of the cattle, 
even of the herd, and of the 
flock. 

8. If his offering be a burnt 
sacrifice of the herd, let him 
offer a male without blemish: 
he shall offer it of his own vol- 
untary will at the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation 
before the Lord. 

4. And he shall put his hand 
upon the head of the burnt offer- 
ing; and it shall bo accepted for 
him to make atonement for him. 

6. And he shall kill the bul- 
lock before the Lobd: and the 
priests, Aaron's sons, shall bring 



the blood, and sprinkle the blood 
round about upon Uie altar that 
is by the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation. 



1. For the law having a.sbadow 
of good things to come, and not 
the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which 
they offered year by year eon- 
tlnually make the comers there* 
unto perfect. 

2. For then would they not 
have ceased to be offered? be> 
cause that the worshippers once 
purged should have had no more 
conscience of sins. 

3. But in those wicrificee there 
is a remembrance again made of 
sins every year. 

4. For it is not posidble that 
the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sins. 

6. Wherefore when he oometh 
into the world, he saith, Sacri 



• The last Sunday of each quarter of 1880, has been left by the 
International Committee for " a lesson selected by the school *'. This 
lesson is offered merely as an optional. See Prefitoe (IV.), and ths 
titles of the Lessons A, B and D, in Index. 
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floe and offering thoa woaldest 
not, but a body haai thou pre- 
pared me: 

8. In burnt offering! and 9ac- 
rificea for sin thou hast had no 
pleasure. 

7. Then said I, Lo, I come (in 
the Tolume of the book it is 
written of m6,) to do thy will, 
OGod. 

8. Above whoi he said, Sacri- 
fioe and offering and burnt offer- 



ings and offering for sin thoa 
wouldest not, neither hadst 
pleasure therein; which are 
offered by the law; 

0. Then said he, Lo, I come 
to do thy will, O God. He 
taketh away the first, that he 
may establish the second. 

10. By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once 
foruU. 



Golden Text. ~ The Lobd hath laid oir hdc thb iniqtiitt 
or us ALL. (Isa. &3 : 6.) 

AmfctjrsU. — Tone: The Atonement. — 1. Bloody Sacrifices Re- 
quired of the Israelites by Ood (Ler. 1: 1-5). 2. The Sacrifices 
Prefatory, ^g^ of themselves, Inadequate (Heb. 10 : 1>4) . 8. Christ's 
Vicarious Death the True Sacrifice (w. 5-10). 

Notes. — Lev. 1: 1^, opens that section of Lev. which 
describes the sacrificial and other offerings which the 
Israelites were to make to God. The Idea of sacrifice is 
as old as the times of the first-bom men (Gen. 4: 3, 4). 
Something the blood of which might be shed, was ever the 
favorite offering. The reason for this seems to have been, 
that blood (still a mystery, but then far more so), inas- 
much as it was observed to be essential to life, came to 
stand in men's minds as if it were life. When the hea- 
then, then, or the Jew, offered blood, he felt that he 
offered life ; and with that he hoped to make atonement 
for the sins on account of which he knew that he had 
forfeited his own life. God made use of this instinct, in 
the sacrificial ritual of the O. T., thereby preparing men's 
minds to appreciate the real Lamb of God. — Veb. 2: Te 
$haU bring, etc.: God thus ordered that living things ^in 
harmony with the above mentioned instinct) should be 
the offerings of the Israelites.— Veb. 3: Without blemish: 
Kot only because the best was to be offered, but beca*'~^ 
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Innocence (thus typified) was to take the place of gnilt. 
Voluntary f etc.: in order that it might be done in. the cxer* 
cise of faith. — Veb. 4: And he shdU put, etc,: in order, 
thereby, as it were, to pass his sin over upon the animal. 
And it shall be accepted, etc. : i.e, ' It is not the atonement^ 
but it shall be accepted as if it were, in view of the coming 
real atonement '. — Veb. 5: Description of the impressive 

attendant ceremonial. Hsb. 5: 1-10: The writer to the 

Hebrews, shows to his Jewish readers how the ceremonial 
law was only prefatory to the coming and work of Christ. 
Particularly he shows that the sacrificial elements of the 
ceremonial law did but imperfectly prefigure the atone- 
ment through Christ. This is the theme of these w. — 
Ver. 1: Statement of the pfeparatory and ineffective 
nature of the Jewish sacrifices. — Vers. "2, 3: The state- 
ment of v. 1, is proved by the fact of the contii^jal repeti- 
tion of the sacrifices. — Ver. 4: Statement of the reason 
why they were repeated, viz., because, of themselves, they 
could not take away sin (they were only accepted for what 
they indicated and prefigured; Lev. 1: 4, notes, above). — 
Vers. 5-7: Cited from the (Messianic) 40th Ps., w. 6-8. — 
Vers. 8, 0: The citation expounded, as indicating that Tie 
taketh axoay the first [law of types and ceremonies], that lie 
may establish the second [way of salvation through Christ]. 
—Ver. 10: Will: referring to to do thy will, v. 9. Christ, 
having done God's will (being without blemish. Lev. 1: 3, 
notes, above), we are sanctified [i.e., forgiven and made 
holy], through the offeiing of tJie body of Jesus once for all. 

Qnestions. — How long have men had the idea of sacri- 
fice ? Why have they preferred to bring animal offer- 
ings ? What use did God make of this instinct. In the 
ceremonial law? What animals were the Israelites to 
bring (Lev. 1:2)? What degree of excellence must these 
animals have (v. 3) ?. What was the giver to do (v. 4 f . c.) ? 
For what was the gift accepted (v. 4 1. c.) ? What cere- 
mony followed (v. 6) ? What is the main point shown by 
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the writer of Heb. ? What does he say aboat the Jewish 
sacrifices (Heb. 10: 1) ? By what two arguments does he 
prove this (w. 2, 3; v. 4) ? What does he say about the 
true sacrifice ?j What does that sacrifice accomplish for 
men (v. 10) ? 

Traths. — 1. That God int^pMuced and employed sao- 
lifif :ial customs, in order to prepare the world for Christ. 
2. That such customs were, of themselves, valueless. 3. 
That whoever conformed to them in faith was accepted. 
4. That Christ fulfills all that they prefigured. 5. That he 
effected a vicarious atonement (proved by all 

this divinely ordered ritual of blood). 

Lessons. — 1. The terrible nature of sin (since 



To b« faitcn* 
•4 at a*iU In 

% rare plac*. 



it required such an atonement. 2. The blessed freeness 
of salvation). — — Catechism. ~ Q. 25 : How does Christ 
execute the office of a Priest ? A.: Christ executeth the 
of&ce of a Priest in his once offering up of himself a 
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to Grod, 
and in making continual intercession for us. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Antiqnity of tho idea of sacriflce. 2. 
Its univerQality. 8. Some of the chief forms in which it has maiii> 
fested itself. 4. Main features of the ceremonial law in this respect. 
5. State and classify what the Christians of onr time regard as the 
leading elements of Christ's work. 0* State and classify the leading 
elements as set forth in the Scripture. 7. Show on what element the 
Scripture lays most stress. 8. Wherein, then, does 1^ work ohiefly 
•onaist? 
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FOURTH QUARTER: 

OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER. 



LESSON L: OCTOBER 8. 



ISAAC'S PROSPEEITY. 

Daily Beadinss*— Mov.: Gen. 25: 1-20.— Tu.: 0«n. 25: 27- 
84; 26: 1-6.— Wed.: Gen. 26: 12-85. — Th.:' Gen. 24: 1,26-35.— 
Fiu.: Gen. 88: 1-6.— Sat.: Dent. 28: 1-14.— Suir.: Matt. 6: 19-34. 

Gen. 26: 12-25.] The I^esson. [Commit vy. 23-25. 



12. Then Isaac sowed in that 
land, and received in the same 
year an hnndred-fold : and the 
Lord blessed him. 

13. And the man waxed great, 
and went forward, and grew vai- 
til he became very great. 

14. For he had possession of 
flocks, and possession of herds, 
and great store of servants. 
And the Philistines envied him. 

15. For all tlfe wells which his 
father's servants had digged in 
the days of Abraham his father, 
the Pliilistines had stopped 
them, and filled them with earth. 

16. And Abimelech said unto 
Isaac, Gk> from ns; for thou art 
much mightier than we. 

17. IT And Isaac departed 
thence, and pitched his tent in 
the valley of Gerar, and dwelt 
(here. 



18. And Isaac digged again 
the wells of water which they 
had digged In the days of Abra- 
ham his &ther; for the Philia- 
tines had stopped them after 
the death of Abraham : and he 
called their names after the 
names by which hia father had 
called them. 

19. And Isaac's servants dig- 
ged in the valley, and found 
there a well of springing water. 

20. And the herdmen of Gerar 
did strive with Isaac's herdmen, 
saying, The water U ours : and 
he called the name of the well 
Esek; because they strove with 
him. 

21. And they digged another 
well, and strove for that also: 
and he called the name of it Sit* 
nah. 

22. And he remofved tram 
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thence, and djgged another well ; 
aud for that they strove not: 
and he called the name of it Be- 
hoboth;. and he said, For now 
tile LoBD hath made room for 
hb, and we ahall he fruitful in 
the land. 

23. And he went up from 
thence to Beer-sheha. 

24. And the Lobd appeared 
unto him the same night, and 



said, I am the God of Ahiaham 
thy father; fear not, for I am 
with thee, and will hless thee, 
and multiply thy seed, for my 
servant Abraham's sake. 

25. And he builded an altar 
there, and called upon the name 
of the Lobd, and pitched his 
tent there : and there Isaac's 
servants di|^d a well. 



Golden Text.— Ths blmsinci ov ths Lobd, it xakbth 
BiCH. (Prov. 10 : 22.) 

Analysis. — Topic : God's Blessing nx>on and Promise to Isaac. 
—1. Isaac is Greatly Prospered by God (w. 12-17). 2. He Re-opens 
and Digs Wells (w. 18-22) . 3. The Promise to Abraham is Renewed 
to him (w. 23-26). 

Notes.— Time: Within the twenty years prior to B.C. 
1797 (when Esau, bom B.C. 1837, marries, aged 40; ch. 26: 
34, 35). — CoNTEMP. Hist. : 216a« — Coxnection: Between 
the last lesson (Quar. III., Les. XI.) and this. Division 
VI. of Gen. (see " Connection ", Quar. III., Lessons I., p. 
114; rv., p. 124; V., p. 127) has been completed (see llda, 
Points 17, 18, 19). This has been followed by Division 
Vn. of Gen. (25: 12-18), viz.. History [generationSf ch. 25: 
12] of Ishmael. Ch. 25: 19-34, and chs. 26 to 35 inclusive, 
constitute Division VIII., of Gen., viz., History [^rcnera- 
tions, ch. 25: 19] of Isaac [including a considerable account 
of his sons]. This Division of Gen. is analyzed under 
117a, which see (Points 1 to 7 inclusive) for the place of 
this lesson in Division VIII.- Place : Gerar (ch. 26: 6; 
17), Valley of Gerar (18), Beer-sheba (3). — Cibcumstanoes : 
Sarah has died; Abraham has provided (according to an 
ancient custom) a wife for Isaac, and has died; Isaac's 
sons have been born (when he is aged 60, ch. 25: 26); 
after they are grown (ch. 25: 27), and before they are aged 
10 (ch. 26: 34, 35) the incidents of ch. 26: 1-33 (117a, Points 
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3 to 8 inclusive) occur. Veb. 12 : 117, 206. Sowed : 

The famine (r. 1) may have moved Isaac to this course. 
More of the settled and agricultural life appears .in him 
than in Abraham (the extensive well-digging belo^w in- 
dicates the same) ; and it continued in Jacob (ch. 37: 7). 
An hundred-fold: Fertile regions on the Eastern Con- 
tinent rarely yield more than 25 or 50 fold. Blessed him : 
V. 3. — Veb. 14: 43.— Veb. 15: 115.— Veb. 16: 128. 
What the violent acts of his people (v. 15) have mutely 
suggested, Abimelech commands. — Veb. 17 : 18. De- 
parted thence: i.e., from Gerar (v. 6). — Veb. 20: Esek: 
i.e., * strife*. — Veb. 21: Sitnah: i.e., * opposition*. — Veb. 
22: Rehoboth : * wide places '. —Veb. 23: 3. — Veb. 24: 206, 
178. Two divine communications (vv. 2-5, and this) to 
I^aac are recorded, each renewing the promise to Abra- 
ham. — Veb. 25: Digged, etc.: See the sequel in w. 32, 33. 

Questions. — How much time between the last lesson 
(Quar. in., Les. XI.) and this? What main events? 
What may have led Isaac to agriculture (v. 12, notes) ? 
What events followed ? In accordance with what prom- 
ise (v. 3)? What points in Isaac's prosperity are men- 
tioned ? What feelings were aroused in the Philistines ? 
What did Abimelech command ? Describe the successive 
well-diggings ? What occurred at Beer-sheba ? What did 
Isaac do ? Tell something about the Philistines? 

Troths.- 1. That God bestows earthly blessings upon 
his people (w. 12, 28). 2. That a godly ancestry insures 

special blessings from feod (v. 24 1. c). Iiesson. — 

That a yielding and enduring spirit, con- 
joined with pietyj is a great power in the 
world (compare w. 17, 20-22, with w. 26-31; 



To b« fasten- 
ed as nails in 
a rare place. 



Matt. 5 : 39-42). Catechism. — Q. 1: What is the chief 

end of man ? A.: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and 
to enjoy him forever. 

Poinig for Inquiry.— 1. Light upon the oommercial and burial 
curtomB of the time* of the jwitriarchs, dedncible from cb. 23. 2 



r 
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Light npon the social and marriage cnstoms of the same time, deda- 
cible from ch. 24. 8. Nature of, and • character displayed by, the 
bargain between Jacob and Esau respecting the birthright. 4. Origin 
nd history of the Philistines. 6. Isaac's history. 6. His character. 



LESSON n.: OCTOBER 10. 



JACOB AND ESAU. 



Daily Beadlnfi:s.— MoN.: Gen. 27: 1-17. — Tu.: (Ten. 27: 18- 
I 29.— Wed.: Gen. 27: 8(M0. — Th.: Qen. S2: 8-12. --Fri.: Gen. 
33: l-ll. — Sat.; Gen. 86: 1-8.— Suw.: IIeb.l2: 12-29. 



Gen. 27: 22-W.] 



The I«esson. 



[Commit w. 88-40. 



22. And Jacob went near nnto 
Isaac his father; and he felt 
him, and said, The voice is 
Jacob's voice, bat the hands are 
the hands of Esau. 

^. And he discerned him not, 
because his hands were hairy, as 
his brother Esau's hands : so he 
blessed him. 

24. And he said. Art thou my 
very son Esau ? And he *said, I 
on, 

25. And he said. Bring it near 
to me, and I will eat of my son's 
venison, that my soul may bless 
tbce. And he brought it near to 
him, and he did eat: and he 
hronght him wine, and he drank. 

26. And his father Isaac said 
unto him, Come near now, and 
^dss me, my son. 

27. And he came near, and 
kissed him : and he smelled the 
•raeU of his raiment, and blessed 



him, and said. See, the smell of 
my son is as the smell of a field 
which the Lord hath blessed : 

28. Therefore God give thee 
of the dew of heaven, and the 
fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of com and wine : 

29. Lot people serve thee, and 
nations bow down to thee: be 
lord over thy brethren, and let 
thy mother's sons bow down to 
thee: cursed be every one that 
curseth thee ; and blessed be he 
that blesseth thee. 

30. U And it came to pass, as 
soon as Isaac had made an end 
of blessing Jacob, and Jacob 
was yet scarce gone out from 
the presence of Isaac his father, 
that Esau his brother came in 
from his hunting. 

31. And he also had made sa- 
voury meat, and brought it unto 
his father, and said unto his 
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fkther, Let my fbtber arise, and 
eat of bis ion's venison, that thy 
BOttl may bless me. 

82. And Isaac his fSeither said 
unto him, Who art thou? And 
he said, I am thy son, thy first- 
born, Esan. 

33. And Isaac trembled very 
exceedingly, and said, Whoi^ 
where <« he that hath taken veni- 
son, and brought it me, and I 
have eaten of all before thou 
earnest, and have blessed him? 
yea, and he shall be blessed. 

84. And when Esau heard the 
words of his father, he cried 
with a gn^at and exceeding bitter 
cry, and said unto his father, 
Bless me, even me also, O my 
father! 

85. And he said, Thy brother 
came with subtlety, and bath 
taken away thy blessing. 

80. And he said, Is not he 
rightly named Jacob? for he 
hath supplanted me these two 
times : he took away my birth- 
right, and, behold, now he hath 



taken away my blessing. And 
he said. Hast thou not reserved 
a blesslttg for me? 

87. And Isaac answered and 
said unto Esau, Behold, I have 
made him thy lord, and all his 
brethren have I given to him for 
servants; and with com and 
wine have I sustained him : and 
what shall I do now unto thee, 
my son? 

88. And Esau said unto his 
father, Hast thou but one bless- 
ing, my fother? bless me, even 
me also, O my father I And 
Esau lifted up his voice, and 
wept. 

89. And Isaac his father an- 
swered and said unto him. Be- 
hold thy dwelling shall be the 
fatness of the earth, and of the 
dew of heaven from above : * 

40. And by thy sword sbaH 
thou live, and shalt serve thy 
brother: and it shall come to 
pass, when thou shalt have the 
dominion, that thou shalt break 
his yoke fh>m off thy neck. 



Golden Text. — Tubk kot to thb bight hand nob to thb 

LEFT : B1EMOVE TIIT FOOT FROM EVIL. (Prov. 4 .* 27.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Isaac's Blessings. — 1. Jacob, by Fraud, 
Obtains the Patriarchal Blessing (w. 22-29). 2. Isaac, UnAble to 
Reverse his Action, Bestows a Secondary Blessing upon Esau (w. 
30-40). 

Notes. — Time: B.C. 17G0. — Contemp. Hist. : 216a. — 
Connection (and place in Division VIII. of Gen.): llTa 
(Points 8, 9, 10). —Place: Beer-«heba (eh. 26: 23, 25, 32, 
33; ch. 28: 1, 10; 3). — Circumstances: Isaac Is 137; at 
that age (ch. 25: 17) Ishmael (14 years earlier; compare ch. 



\ 



Oct 10.] Fourth Quarter, 1880. 163 

16: 16; 21: 5) has died; perhaps Isaac does not expect a 
longer life than his half-brother's (ch. 27: 2; he lives to be 
180; ch. 35: 28, 20); accordingly, perhaps, he wishes at 
this time to give Esan, as the first-bom, the patriarchal 
blessing; in order to secure the blessing for himself, 
Jacob, with his mother's help, prepares for the deception 

which the lesson records (see "Analysis" above). 

Veb. 22: 119, 117, 118. Felt : w. 1, 21. — Veb. 23: Vv. 11, 
12, 15, 16. So ?ie blessed him : i.e., later in w. 27-29. — Veb. 
24: The fraud was contrived by the solicitous (ch. 26: 28) 
Bebekah (w. 5-10, 13, 15-18). Jacob had no compunctions 
about it, but only a selfish fear (w. 11, J.2). He: 1. Acted 
(elaborately) a lie; 2. Declared that he was Esau (v. 19); 
3. Declared that he had hunted, etc. (I have done, etc., v. 
19; see w. 3, 4); 4. Declared that his early return was due 
to God's blessing (v. 20); 5. When solemnly appealed to, 
held to his lie (v.. 24). — Ver. 25: 113, Vv. 3, 4, 9, 10, 14, 
17; ch. 25: 28.— Veb. 27: 206. Vv. 3, 5 1. c, 15; ch. 25: 27. 
— Ver. 28: 206, 95, Therefore, etc. : The smell of the field 
(from the raiment of Esau) suggested the long predicted 
possession of Canaan. Deio : esjiecially prized in a land 
where little rain fell. —Ver. 29: The blessing had respect 
to: 1. Earthly good (v. 28); 2. Earthly dominion (v. 29). 
The ''blessing of Abraham" (ch. 28: 4), with its benefit 
to " all families of the earth " (ch. 12: 3), Isaac's spirit was 
too groveling to give. After the shock which the re- 
mainder of the lesson occasioned, he imparted a larger 
blessing (ch. 28: 1-4). — Ver. 33: Notice: 1. The greatness 
of the shock to Isaac; 2. His self-reproach (evinced by 
his not denouncing Jacob, and by his. Yea, and he shall he 
blessed) for having sensuously (ch. 25: 28) preferred the 
Bon whom God had not chosen (ch. 25: 23 1. c); 3. His 
cheerful acceptance of God's will (hence a better life 
began for him that day; see v. 29, notes). — Vers. 34-38: 
Observe the acuteness of Esau's suffering, and the tpuch- 
ing simplicity of its manifestation (Heb. 12: 16, 17). He 
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took away my birthright (v. 36): ch. 25: 29-34. —Vkb. 40; 
It shall come to pass, etc. : 2 Ki. 8: 20-22. 

Qaestions. — How much time between the last lessoD 
and this ? How long after this did Isaac live ('* Circum- 
stances" above)? Why may it be 8npi>08ed that he 
wished to bless Esau at this time (''Circumstances" 
above) ? How did the parents feel toward the two sons ? 
What deception did Bebekah devise? Describe how 
Jacob executed it ? What blessing did he receive ? What 
were Isaac's feelings and words when the deception was 
discovered? What were Esau's? What blessing did 
Esau receive ? 

Tn]ths*-rl. That Grod's chosen ones may prove very 
unworthy. 2. That their unworthiness cannot defeat his 
plan for them (v. 23 1. c.)* 3. That their unworthiness 
will receive sure punishment (Jacob's subsequent misfor- 
tunes). 4. The certain defeat of plans which are cherished 

contrary to God's will (ch. 25: 23 1. c; ch. 27: 4, 33). 

Lesson. — (From this passage and from the 
subsequent history:) That evil is never to be 
done that good may come. Catechism.— 



To be faiten- 
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Q. 79: What is the tenth commandment? A.: The tenth 
commandment is, Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's 
house, thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his 
man-servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, n6r his ass, 
nor any thing that is thy neighbor's. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Origin of rights of primogeniture. 
2. Their weight in patriarchal times. 8. Light upon the domestio 
relations of patriarchal times, dedacible from ch. 27. 4. History 
and character of Esau. 6. His descendants and their place in his- 
tory. 6. Points of agreement between the two blessings and subse- 
quent events. 

LESSON in.: OCTOBER 17. 

JACOB AT BETHEL. 
Bally Beadlnirs. — MoN. : Ckn. 28 : 1-^).— Tu. : Gen. 28 : 10-22. 
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-:-WxD.: Gen. 35: 1-16. ~Th.: Deat. 28: 21-23; 1 Sam. 1: ft-28.^ 
FBI.: Acta 18: 18; Pa. 182. — Sat.: Acta 7: 65, 56; 2 Cor. 12: 1-10. 
— Sun. : John 4 : 7-24. 



Gen. 28: 10-22.] 



The Ijesson. 



[Commit w. 12-10. 



10. tr And Jacob went out 
from Beer-sbeba, and went to- 
ward Ilaran. 

11. And he lighted upon a 
certidn place, and tarried there 
ail night, because the sun was 
act; and he took of the stones of 
that place, and put them for his 
pillows, and lay down in that 
]^ce to sleep. 

12. And he dreamed, and be- 
hold a ladder set up on the 
earth, and the top of it reached 
to heaven : and behold the angels 
of Ghod ascending and descend- 
ing on it. • 

13. And, behold, the Lobd 
stood above it, and said, I am, 
the LoBD God of Abraham thy 
father, and the God of Isaac: 
the land whereon thou licet, to 
thee will I give it, and to thy 

0VCU 9 

14. And thy seed shall be as 
the dust of the earth, and thou 
fihalt spread abroad to the west, 
and to the east, and to the north, 
and to the south : and in thee and 
in thy seed shall all the fami- 
nes of the earth be blessed. 

15. And, behold, I am with 
thee, and will keep thee in all 
pluce» whither thou goest, and 
will bring thee again into this 
]and; for I will not leave thee, 



until I have done tJiat w\At\i. ] 
have spoken to thee of. 

16. IT And Jacob awaked out 
of his sleep, and he said. Surely 
the Lobd is in this place; and I 
knew it noL 

17. And 4ie was afraid, and 
said. How dreadful is this place 1 
this U none other but the house 
of God, and this ia the gate of 
heaven. 

18. And Jacob rose up early 
in the morning, and took the 
stone that he had put for his 
pillows, and set it up /or a pillar, 
and poured oil upon the top of 
it. 

19. And he called the name of 
that place Bcth-el : but the name 
of that city was called Luz at 
the first. 

20. And Jacob vowed a vow, 
saying. If God will be with mc, 
and wUl keep me in this way 
that I go, and will give mc bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on, 

21. So that I come again to my 
father's house in peace; then 
shall the Lord be my God : 

22. And this stone, which I 
have set for a pillar, shall be 
Gk>d'8 house: and of all that 
thou Shalt give me I will surely 
give the tenth unto thee. 
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Golden Text. — Behold, I ax with theb, anj> will kbkp 

THEB IN ALL PLACES WHITHER THOU OOB8T. (Gen. 28.* 15.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Jacob's Dream at Bethel, and its Effect upon 
him. -> 1. The Dream (w. 10-15). 2. Its Effect upon Jacob (vt. 1&- 
22). 

' Notes. — Time : B.C. 1760. — Contemp. Hist.: 216a. 
— CoN^iECTiON (and place in Division VIII. of Gen): 
117a (Point 11). — Place : Bethel (4). — Circumstai^ges : 
Jacob's life being endangered by Esau's hatred, and the 
shock of ch. 27, having aroused Isaac to compliance with 
God's mil (ch. '^: 23 1. c), Jacob, with Isaac's enlarged 
blessing (ch. 28: 1-4), departs for Padan-aram; on the 
way, the events of the lesson occur (see "Analysis'* 

above). Veb. 10 : 119 (especially respecting Jacob's 

age at this time), 3, 23. — Veb. 12: 218,212, 209, 20G, 
178* The ladder, extending, as it did, from the lonoly 
and helpless exile, to the home and glorious companion- 
ship of Almighty God, indicated (the more emphatically 
by contrast) the nearness of Gail; the passing and repass- 
ing of the angels along it indicated his helpfulness. — 
Vers. 13-15: 206, 115, 117. Jacob's first divine commu- 
nication. It promises: 1. Canaan; 2. A great posterity; 
3. A blessing through him and his descendants to the 
whole world; 4. Protection (peculiarly re-assuring to the 
disheartened exile). Point 1, answers to ch. 12: 7; and 
Points 2, 3, 4, to parts of ch. 12: 2, 3 (see ch. 12: 1-3, notes, 
p. 128, Points 1, 4, 5).— Ver. 16: The heretofore worldly 
and erring Jacob, having now, for the first time in his life, 
received a vivid impression of the unseen world, thus 
simply and reverently expresses his surprise. — Ver. 17: 
Ou his first awaking (agreeably to the usual experience 
immediately after beautiful and stirring dreams) Jacob 
has felt only a pleased surprise (v. 16); now, as he becomes 
more aroused, fear and awe (especially in view of his past 
life) seize him (179). — Ver. 18: 107, Poured oU, etc.: as 
consecrating the memorial stone. — Veb. 19: 4, 33.^ 
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Vers. 20-22: 1. Tlie commercial spirit here ((/" God, etc.; 
then shall, etc.)» agrees with Jacob's disposition ; bat, 
especially in days when men had so little light respecting 
God, such a vow was not ignoble. 2. God having fulfilled 
the conditions, Jacob fulfilled the vow: (1.) The Lord was 
his God; (2.) He built an altar at Bethel (ch. 35: 1>15); 
(3.) In the latter solemn religious act he could hardly have 
neglected the promised tithes, though they are not men- 
tioned. 

Queimons*— What was the year of Jacob's flight? 
How old was he ? Where did he spend the first night of 
his journey? Tell something about that i)lace? What 
did he see in his dream ? What did God say about him- 
self ? What four promises did he make? On awaking, 
how did Jacob first feel (v. 16) ? How did he next feel 
(v. 17) ? What did he say in each case ? What did he do 
in the morning ? State his vow ? State the conditions on 
which he made it ? Show, so far as may be, how the con- 
ditions and the vow were fulfilled ? 

Truths. — 1. The nearness of the heavenly world (v. 12). 
2. The helpfulness of its citizens to the citizens of this 
(v. 12). 3. The acceptability before God of vows which 
are properly made (w. 20-23, and the sequel). 4. (From 
Jacob's better life thenceforth:) The power of a realiza- 
tion of unseen things to elevate men (2 Cor. 4: 18; Heb. 

11: 27). Lessons. — 1. That God's goodness to parents 

and ancestors, should be remembered and 
made a help to faith (/ am the God of Abra^ 
ham, etc. ; v. 13). 2. That God uses adversity 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
a sure pllMse. 



to help men to find him (the exile on his bowlder-bed 

under the stars). Catechism. — Q. 104: What do we 

pray for in the fourth petition? A.: In the fourth pe- 
tition [of the Lord's Prayer], which is, " Give us this day 
our daily bread," we pray that, of God's free gift, we may 
receive a competent portion of the good things of this life, 
and enjoy his blessing with then). 
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Points for Inquiry. — 1. State the leading divine manifeata* 
tlona in Gen. 2. Point out their kinds, and main characteristloa. 
8. God's efforts, in the O. T. (e.g., v. 13), to impress men and peo- 
ples by his goodness to their ancestors. 4. Inferences deduclble 
therefrom. 6. I^omincnce and influence, in the O. T., of vowa. 
0. The same, of memorial structures (w. 18, 19) and places. 



LESSON IV. : OCTOBER 24. 



JACOB'S PREVAILING PRAYER. 

Dally Bcadlngs. — MoN. : Gen. 29 : 1-20. ~Tn. : Gen. 80 : 2S-3A. 
—Wed. : Gen. 31 : 1-21.— Th.: Gen. 81 : 22-84.— Fbi.: Gen. 31 : 
86-^. — Sat. : Gen. ch. 32. — Sun. : Luke 11 : 1-13; 18 : 1-8. 

Gen. 82 : 9-12, 22-30.] The Lesson. [Commit w. 26-30. 



9. IT And Jacob said, O God 
of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, the 
Lord -which saidst unto, me, 
lleturn unto thy country, and to 
thy kindred, and I will deal well 
with thee : 

10. I am , not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies, and of 
all the truth, which thou hast 
showed unto thy servant; for 
with my staff I passed over this 
Jordan; and now I am become 
two bauds. 

11. Deliver me, I pray thee, 
fh>m the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of Esau : for I fear 
him, lest he will come and smite 
me, and the mother with the 
children. 

12. And thou saidst, I will 
surely do thee good, and make 
tb^ seed as the sand of the sea^ 



which cannot be numbered for 
multitude. 

22. And he rose up that night, 
and took his two wives, and 
bis two women servants, and his 
eleven sons, and passed over the 
ford Jabbok. 

23. And he took them, and 
sent them over the brook, and 
sent over that he had. 

24. IT And Jacob was left 
alone ; and there wrestled a 
man with him until the break- 
ing of the day. 

25. And when he saw that he 
prevailed not against him, he 
touched the hollow of his thigh ; 
and the hollow of Jacob's thigh 
was out of Joint, 08 he wrestled 
with him. 

26. And he said. Let me go, 
for the day breaketh. And ha 
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nid, I will not let theo go, except 
tboa blesa me. 

27. And he said unto him, 
What U thy name? And he 
•aid, Jacob. 

28. And he said, Thy name 
shall be called no more Jacob, 
but Israel: for as a prince hast 
thou power with God and with 
men, and hast prevailed. 



29. And Jacob asked Aim, and 
said. Tell me, I pray thee, thy 
name. And he said. Where- 
fore ia it that thou dust ask 
after my name ? And he blessed 
him there. 

SO. And Jacob called the name 
of the place 'Penici: for I have 
seen God face to face, and my 
life is preserved. 



Golden Text. — MxH ought always to f&at, and not to 
VAINT. (Luke 18 : 1.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Jacob's Prevailing Prayer. — 1. Jacob's 
Fkayer for Deliverance firom Esau (w. 9-12). 2. His Precaution re- 
specting his Family ( w. 22, 23) . 3. His Wrestling with the Angel and 
his New Nome (w. 24-29). 4. His Name for the Sacred Spot (v. SO). 

Notes. — Time: B.C. 1740. — Contemp. Hist.: 216a.— 
Connection (and place in Division VIII. of Gen.): llTa 
(Points 12, 13, 14, 16).— Place: Penuel (41). — Circu3i- 
8TANCES: (ina, Points 12, 13, 14, 15.) Having learned of 
Esau's approach with 4(X) men, Jacob divides bis company 
into two bands (w. 7, 8), prays (w. 9-12), and takes certain 
precautions (vv. 13-21), after which the progress of events 
is as in the above " Analysis " (after Point J). — — Veb. 9: 
1199 2O69 115) 117* Before this prayer, the precaution in- 
stantly required had been taken ( w. 7, 8). God of my 
fatfier, etc. : Jacob addresses God as he has been taught to 
(ch. 28: 13). Which midst, etc.: ch. 31: 3. — Veb. 10: 31. 
He confesses his unworthiness, and acknowledges God's 
goodness. — Veb. 11: 118. He states his request (f. c), 
and its urgency (1. c). — Veb. 12: Having urged at the start 
(v. 9 1. c.) a lesser promise of God, he closes with (to his 
mind) God's greatest promise. — Vebs. 22, 23 : 29. His 
servants having been hurried across the Jabbok with the 
presents for Esau, he completes his precautions by send- 
injs^ Ills family across, that it may not be cut off from the 
juain company. Eleven ions : Benjamin is bom later. — 
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Yebs. 2ir-2Q: 178, 119 (v. 28). 1. Jacob remam^d fof 
prayer on the north bank ol the Jabbok (soUfcode; neigh- 
borhood of the place where he had seen Ood*8 host^ v. 2; 
nearer to the scene of his past 20 yeaiy of sorrow, joy, and 
spiritual growth). 2. In his importunate earnestness, " he 
wept and made supplicatioa", and was met by the " An- 
gel ", the tangible manifestation of " the Lord God of 
Hosts " (Hos. 12: 4, 5). 3. He could not overpower the 
Angel (who seems to have lamed him, simply to show him 
ioore completely his weakness). 4. The Angel could not 
get away, from him (v. 26 f. c). 5. His hold upon the An- 
gel, and persistent determination to continue it (v. 26 1. q.),- 
brought the great answer of w. 28, 29 1. c. 6. The Angel 
concealed his name because words would belittle the tre- 
mendous fact. — Vku. 30: 41, 179* On rejection Jacob 
became convinced that God had met him (which was 
better than to have heard it). 

Questions. — How much time between the last lesson 
and this ? What main events ? Upon Jacob's return 
from Padaii-aram, what alarmed him ? Why ? What was 
his first precaution (vv. 7, 8) ? State the main points in 
his prayer ? What precautions did he then take ? What 
did he do with his family (v. 22) ?- How did he spend the 
night? Who wrestled with him? State the result? 
What did Jacob call the place? 

Trnths. — 1. That men, notwithstanding their weakness 
(v. 25) and unworthiness (v. 10), have, by faith, a positive 
power over God (w. 25 f. c, 28). 2. That the exertion of 
this power, and the steadfast pm*pose to continue its exer- 
tion (v. 20), are requisites to its successful exercise. 

Lessons. — That God is to be dwelt upon in the historical 
aspects of his manifestations of himself (v. 9). 2. That 
prayer is not to interfere with practical duties, but is to be 
conjoined with them (the instantly necessary action of 
vv. 7, 8, before v. 9). 3. That in prayer (see " Truths", 
etc., p. 144): (1.) Confession is to be made (y, 10 f. c,).; (q,) 



f 
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God's goodness is to be ackuowledged (v. 10 1. c); (3.) Kot 
requests alone, but their peculiarities, are to be set forth 
(y. 11 1. c); (4') God's (lesser and greater) promises are to 
be urged (vv. 9 1. c., 12). 4. The impotence of language (v. 
2*), and w. 24-29, notes, Point G). 6. The 
8ni)erior value of conclusions arrived at 
ejcperimentally (v. 30, notes; so Christ's rela^ 
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atively meager verbal testimony to himself while on earth, 

" Truth " 3, p. 70). Catechism. — Q. 98: What is pray- 

er? A.: Prayer is an offering up of our desires unto 
God, for things agreeable to his will, in the name of Christ, 
with confession of our sins, and thankful acknowledgment 
of his mercies. 

T^oiats f«r laqvirjr. — 1. JaeoVs spfirltual progress since the 
last lesson. 2. Light upon the maniiurs and customs of his time, 
dedaclble fi-om the lesson and its previous context. 8. Nature of thii 
divine manifestation. 4. Its essential significance. 5. O. T. and 
K. T. changes in the names of persons; their influence. 



LESSON v.: OCTOBER 31. 

JOSEPH SOLD INTO EGYPT. 

Dally Readings. — MoN. : Gen. ch. 33. — Tu. : Oen. 35 : 27-29; 
87 : 1-12. — Wbd. : Gen. 37 : 13-36. — Tu. : Acu 7 : 1-10. — Fri. : 
Gen. 45: 1-8. — Sat.: Matt. 26: 14-16; 27: 3-10. — Sun.: Jas. 3: 
13-18; aal. 5: 14-26. 

Gen. 37 : 1-5, 23-36.] The Lesson. [Commit w. 32-35. 



1. And Jacob dwelt in the land 
wherein his father was a stranger. 
Id the land of Canaan. 

2. These are the generations 
of Jacob. Josci)h, being seven- 
teen years old, was feeding the 
flock with his brethren ; and the 
lad was with the sons of Bilhah, 
and with the sons of Zilpah, 



his father's wives: and Joseph 
brought unto his father their evil 
report. 

3. Now Israel loved Joseph 
more than all his children, be- 
cause he loaa the son of his old 
age : and he made him a coat of 
many colours. 

4. And when his brethren saW 
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that their father loved him more 
than all his brethren, they hated 
him, and could not speak peace- 
ably unto him. 

5. IT And Joseph dreamed a 
dream, and he told itluB breth- 
ren : and they hated him yet the 
more. 

23. IT And it came to pass, 
when Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stripped 
Joseph out of his coat, hU coat 
of many colours that tocia on 
him; 

24. And they took him, and 
cast him into a pit : and the pit 
toas empty, there teas no water 
in it. 

25. And they sat down to eat 
bread : and they lifted up their 
eyes and looked, and, behold, a 
company of Ishmaelites came 
from Gilead with their camels 
bearing spicery and balm and 
myrrh, going to carry U down to 
Egypt. 

26. And Judah said unto his 
brethren. What profit is Uif vre 
slay our brother, and conceal his 
blood? 

27. Come, and let us sell him 
to the Ishmaelites, and let not 
our hand be upon him ; for he U 
our brother, and our flesh. And 
his brethren were content. 

28. Then there passed by 
Midianites, merchantmen; and 
they drew and lifted up Joseph 
out of the pit, and sold Joseph 



to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
pieces of silver : and they brought 
Joseph into Egpyt. 

29. IT And Reuben returned 
unto the pit ; and, behold, Joseph 
toas not in the pit; and be rent 
his clothes. 

30. And he returned unto his 
brethren, and said. The child it 
not; and I, whither shall I go? 

31. And they took Joseph's 
coat, and killed a' kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in the 
blood; 

82. And they sent the coat of 
man}/ colours, and they brought 
it to their father; and said. This 
have we found: know now 
whether it be thy son's coat or 
no. 

33. And he knew it, and said. 
It is my son's coat; an evil beast 
hath devoured him: Joseph is 
without doubt rent in pieces. 

34. And Jacob rent his clothes, 
and put sackcloth upon his loins, 
and mourned for his son many 
days. 

35. And all his sons and aU 
his daughters rose up to comfort 
him ; but he refused to be com- 
forted; and he said, For I will 
go down into the grave unto my 
son mourning. Thus his father 
wept for him. 

36. And the Midianites sold 
him into Egypt unto Potiphar, 
an officer of Pharaoh's, and cap- 
tain of the guard. 
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€k»ldeii Text. — Who^ i8 ablb to stahd bbtobk Eirrr? 
(Prov, 27: 4.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Jotseph Sold into Egypt. — 1. Joseph's Breth- 
ren Hate him (w. 1-5). 2. They Cast him into a Pit (w. 23, 24). 
3. By Juclah's Persuasion they Sell him into Slavery (w. 25-30). 4. 
Jacob, Deceived respecting his Fate, is Inconsolable (w. 81-35). 
5. J jneph is Bold to Potiphar (v. 36). 

Notes. — Time : B.C. 1728. — Contemp. Hist. : 216a. — 
Connection : Between the last lesson and this, Division 
VIII. of Gen. (see "Connection", Quar. III., Lessons I., 
p. 114; IV., p. 124; V., p. 127; Quar. IV., Les. I., p. 159) 
has been completed (see 117a, Points 16, 17, 18, 19). This' 
has been followed by Division IX. of Gen. (ch. 36), viz., 
History [rjenerations, ch. 36: 1] of Esau [including a con- 
siderable account of his descendants]. Chs. 37 to 50 in- 
clusive, constitute Division X. of Gen., viz., History [gene" 
rations ch. 37: 2] of Jacob [including an account of his 
sons until the death of Joseph]. This division of Gen. is 
analyzed under llQa, which see (Points 1, 2, 3) for the 
place ot this lesson in Division X. — Place: Vale of He- 
bron (ch. 37: 14; 26), Dothan (ch. 37: 17; 10), Capital of 
Egypt (13). — CmcuMSTANOES : On account of his purity 
of character, his reporting their evil deeds to Jacob, Ja- 
cob's partiality for him, and his prophetic dreams, Joseph's 
brethren hate him ; while they are far from home, Jacob 
sends Joseph on an errand to them ; they propose to kill 
him ; Beuben suggests that they throw him into a pit 
(meaning to rescue him) ; Judah (from horror of causing 
his death) proposes his sale as a slave ; he is brought to 

Egypt and sold to Potiphar. Veb. 1: 119, 5. Jacob's 

particular residence at this time was the Vale of Hebron 
(v. 14 1. c.).— Ver. 2: 120, 135, 1G8. Generations: See 
ch. 2: 4, notes, p. 114. Seventeen: mentioned to show at 
how tender an age Joseph was sold. — Veb. 3: 119. A 
coatt etc. (also in w. 23, 32): rather, 'a long coat with 
sleeves ' (ordinarily this garment reached only to the knee<i 
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and was sleeveless). — Ver. 4: Hated: partly from envy ; 
partly from fear that Joseph's preferment indicated that 
Jacob would make him the chief heir ; the murderous de- 
sign seems to have sprung from this fear. — Ver. 5: 218. 
— Ver. 23: The place is now Dothan (v. 17). Stripped, 
etc.: for the use indicated in w. 31-33. — Ver. 24: On 
Joseph's bearing, see ch. 42: 21. — Ver. 25: 28, 19, 83, 
110, 103, 106, 12. Ver. 26: 150. — Ver. 28: 35, 222a. 
Twenty yQtc.: an adult male slave was afterward valued 
at from 30 to 60 shekels (Ex. 21: 32; Lev. 27: 3); a male 
slave while a child or youth at 120 shekels (Lev. 27: 6). — 
Ver. 29: 162. Beuben had been absent from the sale. 
Renti etc. (also in v. 34): an ancient token of intense grief. 
— Ver. 30: As eldest, Keuben had an especial respousi- 
bility in accounting for Joseph. —Vers. 31-33: 86. Jacob 
having lied to, and succeeded in deceiving, his father, the 
tables are now turned. Without doubt : he had not a sus- 
picion. Reuben did not expose the deceit and in so far 
became a party to it. — Ver. 34: Put sackcloth^ etc.: an 
ancient mourning custom (see Matt. 11: 21, notes, p. 65); 
the cloth was coarse, dark, and made of goat's hair (Isa. 
60: 3; Rev. 6: 12).— Ver. 36: 13, 159, 158. Inio Egypt: 
manifestly to the capital. 

Qaestions. — How much time between the last lesson 
and this ? Age of Joseph ? How did Jacob feel toward 
him? Why? How did he treat him? How did his broth- 
ers feel toward him? Why (" Circumstances *' above) ? 
How came Joseph to be where he was in v. 23 ? Wliat did 
his brothers do to him (w. 23, 24) ? What did Joseph do 
(ch. 42: 21)? Who came along? Tell something about 
them? What did Judah propose? Why ("Circum- 
stances" above)? What was done with Joseph (rv\ 28, 
36)? How was Reuben affected? What had been his 
plan? How did the brothers account to Jacob for Jo- 
seph's disappearance ? What pretended proof did they 
offer ? How was Jacob affected ? 
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Tniths. — 1. That hatred and murder are not far removed 
(1 John 3: 15). 2. The capacity of character to be trans- 
mitted ( w. 31-33, notes). Lessons* — 1. The unwisdom 

of favoritism in families. 2. The folly of craft in seeding 
good ends (w. 21, 22, 29, 30). 3. The moral impotence of 
the insincere (e.g., the vain efforts of the 
lying and murderous sons to comfort Jacob, 
V. 35). Catechism. — Q. 81 : What is for- 
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bidden in the tenth commandment ? A.: The tenth com- 
mandment forbiddeth all discontentment with our own 
estate, envying or grieving at the good of o\u neighbor, 
and all inordinate motions and affections to any thing 
that is his. 

Points for Inqniry. — 1. Bubstance and Import of Joseph's 
dreams. 2. Character of his brethren. 8. Influence of this trial 
upon Jacob's character. 4. Adduce evidence of the frequent revisit- 
ing upon children of sins which they have committed against their 
parents (w. 81-33, notes). 6. State of oommoree (w. 25, 28) in this 
period. 

LESSON VI. : NOVEMBER 7. 

JOSEPH IN PRISON. 

IHdly Beadings. — Mov. : Oen. 89: 1-6, 20-28. — Tu. : Qen. ch. 
40,— Wbd.: Dan. ch. 1. — Th. : Ezra ch. 7. — Fm. : Neh. ch. 1; 2: 
!-». — Sat.: Esth.l: 16-20; 6: 1,2; 9: 1-4; ch. 10.— Sun,: Pa. 87: 
1-7; Phil. 4: 6-13,19,20. 

Ocn. 89: 21-23; 40: 1-8.] The Wesson. [Commit w. 21-23. 

they did there, he was the doer 
o/it. 

23. The keeper of the prison 
looked not to any thing thai wat 
under lils hand ; hecause the 
Lord was with him, and that 
which he did, the LoRO made it 
to prosxier. 



21. IT But the Lord was with 
Joseph, and shewed him mercy, 
and gave lilm favour in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison. 

22. And the keeper of the 
prison committed to Joseph's 
hand all the prisoners that were 
in the prison; and whatsoever 
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1. And it came to pass after 
these things, that the butler of 
the king of Egj'pt and his baker 
had offended their lord the king 
of Egypt. 

2. And Pharaoh was wroth 
against two 0/ hi s officers, against 
the chief of the butlers, and 
against the chief of the bakers. 

3. And he put them in ward 
in the house of the captain of the 
g^ard, into the prison, the place 
where Jo8eph%>a9 bound. 

4. And the captain of the guard 
charged Joseph with them, and 
he served them : and they con- 
tinued a season in ward. 

6. And they dreamed a dream 
both of them, each man his 



according to the Interpretation 
of his dream, the butler and the 
baker of the king of Egypt, 
which were bound in the prison. 

6. And Joseph came in unto 
them in the morning, and looked 
upon them, and, behold, they 
were sad. 

7. And he asked Fharaoh*s 
officers that were with him in 
the ward of his lord's house, 
saying. Wherefore look ye «o 
sa41y to day? 

8. And they said nnto him. 
We have dreamed a dream, and 
tA«re<« no interpreter of it. And 
Joseph said unto them, Do not 
interpretations belong to God? 
tell me them, I pray you. 



dream in one night, each man 

Golden Text.— Rest in thx Lobd, akd wait patixktlt 
Ton niM. (Ps. 37 : 7.) 

Analysis.— Topic: Joseph in Prison. — 1. Joseph is Advanced 
in Prison (ch. 39: 21-23). 2. He Proposes to Interpret the Dreams 
of Two of Pharaoh's Officers (ch. 40: IS), 

Notes- — Time: B.C. 1717. — Contkmp. Hist.: 216a. — 
Connection (and place in DiTision X. of Gen.) : U9a. 
(Points 4, 5, 6, 7). — Place: Capital of Egypt (13). — Cia- 
cuMSTANdfes: see 119a (Points 4, 5, 6), and " Analysis *' 

above. Ch. 39: 21 : 200, 120. Tlie Lord was uoith, etc- : 

All through the O. T., the blessings received by men are at- 
tributed directly to God (so w. 2, 3, 5). — Ver. 22: JosepU 
becomes an under keeper. — Veb. 23: See v. 6; entire trust- 
worthiness (not too common in any age) made friends for 
many Hebrews in foreign lands (" Daily Headings " above). 
— Ch. 40: 1: 12. — Veb. 2: 158. — Veb. 4 : He served them: 
Being distinguished jiersons, Joseph was put at their ser- 
vice. — Ver. 6: 218. In one night: i,e., the same niglit 
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According to the interpretation, etc. : i.e., dreams corre- 
sponding to particular meanings, &s tbe event proved. — 
Veb. 6: Tlie dreams, striking of tliomselves, seemed more 
80 wlien told and compared. Hence the inference that 
tbey corresponded to something about to happen, tbe fear 
that that something might be evil, and the sadness. — 
Veb. 7: Observe Joseph's kindly interest in those whom 
be was set to serve. — Vek. 8 : 20C« There is no inter' 
preter : i.e, the dreamers had access to none (of tbe many, 
ch. 41: 8) who made that an occupation. Joseph reminded 
them that God alone can truly reveal secrets (Dan. 2: 27, 
28), and implied by his question that God had given some- 
thing of that power to him. 

Questions. — How did the prison-keeper regard Jo- 
seph ? Why ? To what position did he advance Joseph ? 
To what degree did he trust him (ch. 39: 23)? Why? 
Who were at length imprisoned? What was Joseph's 
duty to them ? What happened to them (ch. 40 : 5) ? How 
did they feel in consequence? What was Joseph's in- 
quby? What did be bid them do? What were tbe 
dreams ? What the interpretations ? What tbe sequels ? 

Truths.—!. That God follows bis servants into all ex- 
periences of their lives, with personal blessings (ch. 39: 23, 
25). 2. That the revealing of secrets belongs to God (ch. 
40: 8). Lessons.— 1. The high esteem in which trust- 
worthiness is ever held (ch. 39 : 24). 2. (From Joseph's 
example:) The duties: (1.) Of cheerfulness 
and faitlifulncss in misfortune; (2.) Of in- 
terest in, and sympathy for, others (ch. 



To be faiten- 
ed as naili in 
a rare place* 



40: G, 7). Catechism. — Q. 80: What is required in the 

tenth commandment ? A. : Tbe tenth conmiandment re- 
quireth full contentment with our own condition, with a 
right and charitable frame of spirit toward our neighbor, 
and all that is bis. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Msdn reaBoius for the high favor which 
nurioua Hebrew* met, in foreign lands. 2. Charaoteriaticfl of JoMph 
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wbich helped Advance him. 8. State of Egypt at thla i>eriod. 4. 
PriBODB and the treatment of prisoncn at this period. 5. Eateem 
and interpretation of dreams among the Egyptians at this period. 



LESSON Vn. : NOVEMBER U. 



JOSEPH THE WISE BULEB. 



Baily Beadingrs*— Mon.: Gen. 41: 1-14. —Tu.: Gen. 41: 1&- 
87.— WXD.: Gen. 41: 38-67. — Th.: Dan. 2: 1-28.— Fbi.: Dan. 6: 
1.17. — Bat. : 1 Ki. 8 : 1-15. — Bun : 2 Chron. 9 : 1-12; Jas. 1 : fr-7. 



Qen. 41 : 41-57.] The Ijeaaon. 

41. And rharaoh said nnto 
Joseph, See, I have set thee over 
all the land of Egypt. 

42. And Fharaoh took off his 
ring from his hand, and put it 
npon Joseph's hand, and arrayed 
him in Testurcs of fine linen, and 
put a gold chain about his neck ; 

43. And he made him to ride 
in the second chariot which he 
had ; and they cried before him. 
Bow the knee : and he made him 
ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

44. And Fbaraoh said unto 
Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and with- 
out thee shall no man lift up his 
hand or foot in ail the land of 
Eg>i>t. 

45. And Fharaoh colled Jo- 
seph's name Zaptmatb-paancah ; 
and he gave him to wife Ascnath 
the daughter of Toti-pherah 
priest of On. And Joseph went 
oat over oU the land of Egypt. 



[Commit w. 46-49. 

46. IT And Joseph uxu thirty 
years old when he stood before 
Fharaoh king of Egypt. And 
Joseph went out from the pres- 
ence of Fharaoh, and went 
throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 

47. And in the seven plenteous 
years the earth brought forth by 
handfuls. 

48. And he gathered up all the 
food of the seven years, which 
were in the land of Egypt, and 
laid up the food in the cities: 
the food of the field which uhm 
round about every city laid he 
up in the same. 

4§. And Joseph gathered com 
as the sand of the sea, very 
much, until he left numbering; 
for it was without number. 

50. And unto Joseph were 
bom two sons before the years 
of fiunine came, -which Asenath 
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the datigfater of Poti-pherah 
priest of On baro unto him. 

61. And Joseph called the 
name of the first bom Manassch : 
For Ood» said hs, hath made me 
forget all my toil, and all my 
lather*s house. 

62. And the name of the sec- 
ond called he Ephraim : For God 
hath caused me to be fhiitftd in 
the land of my affliction. 

63. IT And the seven years of 
plenteouaness that was in the 
land of Egypt, were ended. 

64. And the seven years of 
dearth began to come, according 
as Joseph had said: and the 
dearth was in all lands ; but in 



all the land of Egypt there was 
bread. 

66. And when all the land of 
Egypt was famished, the people 
cried to lliaraoh for bread : and 
Pharaoh said unto all the Egyp- 
tians, Go unto Joseph ; what ho 
saith to you, do. 

66. And the famine was over 
all the &ce of the earth. And 
Joseph opened all the store 
houses, and sold unto the Egyp* 
tians; and the famine waxed 
sore in the land of Egypt. 

67. And all countries came 
into Egypt to Joseph for to buy 
cofTi; because that the famine 
was 90 sore in all lands. 



Golden Text« — Sebst thou a hak diligent in nis busi- 

inSS? HE SHALL STAND BXFOBB KINGS. (PrOV. 22: 29.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Joseph the Wise Ruler. — 1. Joseph is Made 
Buler of Egypt (w. 41-44). 2. Marries (v. 46). 3. Takes Precau- 
tions against the Famine (w. 46-49). 4. Ilis Children are Bom 
(w. 60-62) . 6. The Famine Sets in •( w. 63-67) . 

Notes. ~ Time : B.C. 1715 to 1707 (first year of the fam- 
ine), inclusive. — Contemp. Hist.: 2lGa. — Coicnectiok 
(and place in Diyision X. of Gen.): 110a (Points 8 to 12, 
incluaive). — Place : Capital of Egypt (13). — CmcuM- 
STAKOEs: Two years later than the last lesson (v. 41), 
Pharaoh has ominous dreams ; Joseph, at the suggestion 
of the chief butler (who, heretofore, has forgotten him), is 
summoned ; he interprets the dreams as premonitory of 
seven years of extraordinary plenty, to be followed by 
seven years of famine ; he suggests certain precautions ; 
the progress of events is then as in the above " Analysis ". 

Veb.41: 158,120,12. See v. 40 I.e. — Ver. 42: ifinfir: 

I.e., signet-ring, held by the prime minister; with which to 
seal public edicts. Chain: Egyptian monuments show 



180 International Lessons. [Les. 7. 

these to have been marks of distinction. — Veb. 43: In t?ie 
second diariot: i.e., immediately after Pharaoh in a rojral 
procession which was formed. — Ver. 44: / am Pharaoh: 
i.e., *I hold tlie throne' (v. 40 1. c). And without tJice, 
etc.: an Oriental expression for Joseph's liigh authority. 
On this great elevation, see under 120. — Ver. 45: 120, 
132, 160, 39. The Egyptian name and wife (given by the 
despotic power of those ages) were l)estowed in order that 
Joseph might become com])letely naturalized. — Ver. 46: 
Tliirty years old: hence <ch. 37: 2), Joseph had been 13 
years a slave. — Ver. 47: The ordinarily great han'^ests 
were even greater .—Ver. 49: 95.— Vers. 61, 52: 153, 206, 
140. Notice (and frequently in the O. T.) the disposition 
reverently to recognize and permanently to celebrate 
God's mercies. — Veb. 64: 177.' — Veb. 55: 15. Joseph 
prudently withheld the public stores as long as possible; 
this operated especially to prevent wastefulness. — Veb. 
66: And sold: Notice, also, that Joseph (in harmony with 
the governmental theories of those times) had in mind a 
far-sighted scheme for securing to the throne, not only 
immense wealth, but immense power, and an immense 
permanent revenue (ch.47: 13-26). — Ver. 67: All countries 
came : especially since Egypt was, through many ages, the 
great corn-land of the world. 

Questions. — What experience had Pharaoh wliich led 
to Josepli's promotion ? How long after the events of the 
last lesson ? In what plight did he find himself (v. 8) ? 
What suggestion did the chief butler make ? What con- 
fession (v. 9) ? What was accordingly done (v. 14) ? What 
were Pharaoh's dreams ? 'What was Joseph's interpreta- 
tion of them ? What suggestions did Joseph make ( w. 
33-3G)? What was done with Joseph? What name and 
wife did he receive ? Why (v. 45, notes) ? What names 
did he give his two sons? What did he do during the 
plenteous years? What when the famine came? How 
extensive was it ? What did other countries do (v. 67) ? 
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Trntlis. — 1. That God prepares special crises by which 
to forward his kingdom (his ordering this famine, by 
-which the Israelites became strongly settled in Egypt, 
with various blessed results, 120b). 2. That he Las the 
man ready for the crisis (v. 38). 3. That the man is likely 
to come from an unlooked-for quarter (the slave out of 

the dungeon to save Egypt). Lessons* — 1. (From the 

alternate plenty and want, which, in various directions, are 
more or less periodical in all times and lives :) The duty 
of husbanding resources. 2. (From Joseph's 
example :) The duties : (1.) Of acknowledg- 
ing and celebrating God's mercies (\^. 51, 



To be fasten- 
ed as nails in 
a sure place. 



52); (2.) Of prudence and far-sightedness (his long with- 
holding of the public stores, to prevent waste, and his 
scheme for benefiting the crown, which he was set to 

serve; w. 55, 56, notes). Catechism. — Q. 64: What is 

required in the fifth commandment? A.: The fifth com- 
mandment requireth the ]ireserving the honor, and per- 
forming the duties, belonging to every one, in their 
several places and relations, as superiors, inferiors, or 
equals. 

Points for Inqaizy. — 1. Powers of the Egyptian monarch at 
this period. 2. Place and Influence of the Egyptian priesthood. 
3. Explain how it might naturally come about that Joseph should 
receive this great elevation. 4. By the exercise of what powers, 
and the use of what means, could he store up the amount of grain 
that he did? 6. Adduce historical evidence of the great fertility of 
Egypt; its causes. 6. Describe the Egyptian character (y. 43). 



LESSON Vni. : NOVEMBER 21. 



JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

Daily Beadingg. — Mon. : Gen. 42 : 1-24. — Tu. : Oen. 42 : 25~88. 
-Wbb.: Qen. 43: 1-15.— Th.: Gen. 4a: 16-34. — Fax.: Gen. V 
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1-13.— Sat.: Gen. 44: 14-34.— Sdn. : Gen. 45: 1-16; llatt. 12: 
4ft-50. 

Gen. 41 : 30-34 ; 45 : 1-8.] The Liesson. [Commit ch. 45 : 1-4. 



30. Nov therefore when I 
come to tby servant my fictther, 
and the lad &« not with us; see* 
ing that his life is boond up in 
the lad's life; 

31. It shall come to pass, 
when he seeth that the lad i« 
not with U8, that he will die: 
and thy servants shall bring 
down the gray hairs of thy serv- 
ant our father with sorrow to 
the grave. 

32. For thy servant became 
surety for the lad unto my fo- 
fher, saying, If I bring him not 
unto thee, then I shall bear the 
blame to my father for ever. 

33. Now therefore, I pray 
thee, let thy servant abide in- 
stead of the lad a bondman to 
my lord; and let the lad go up 
with his brethren. 

84. For how shall I go up to 
my father, and the lad be not 
with me ? lest peradventure I 
see the evil that shall come on 
my father. 

1. Then Joseph could not re- 
frain himself before all them 
ihfX stood by him ; and ho cried, 
Gs ise every man to go out from 
mo. And there stood no man 
with him while Joseph made 
himself known unto bia breth- 
ren. 



2. And he wept aloud : and 
the Egyptians and the house of 
Pharaoh heard. 

3. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I am Joseph ; doth 
my father yet live? And hia 
brethren could not answer him ; 
for they were troubled at hia 
presence. 

4. And Joseph said unto hia 
brethren. Come near to me, I 
pray you. And they came near. 
And he said, I am Joseph your 
brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. 

5. Now therefore be not 
grieved, nor angry with your- 
selves, that ye sold me hither: 
for God did send me before yoa 
to preserve life. 

6. For these two years hath 
the famine been in the land : and 
yet there are five years, in the 
which there shall neither be ear- 
ing nor harvest. 

7. And God sent me before 
you to preserve you a posterity 
in the earth, and to save your 
lives by a great deliverance. 

8. So now it toas not you that 
sent me hither, but God : and 
he hath made me a father to Pha- 
raoh, and lord of all his house, 
and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egyptk 
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Ck>lden Text.— Bb not oysbcoxx or xyil, but oyxbooxb 

BTIL WITH OOOD. (Rom. 12 .' 21.) 

Analysis. — Topic: Joseph and his Brethren. — 1. Judah, Clos- 
ing his Pica for Benjamin, Offers to Become a Slave In bis Stead (ch. 
44 : 30-34). 2. Joseph, Convinced of the Improved Character of his 
Brethren, Makes himself Known to them (ch. 4ft : 1-8). 

Notes. —Tnos: B.C. 1706.— Comtemp. Hist.: 21Ga« — 
CoxNECTioN (and place in Division X. of Gen.) : 119a 
(Points 13, 14, 15, 16). — Place: Capital of Egypt (13).— 

CmcuMSTANCES : 119a, Points 13, 14, 15, 16. Ch. 44: 

30: (On Joseph's policy with his brethren, see 120a.) 150, 
119, 133. I: i.e., Judah (v. 18). My father: i.e., Jacob. 
The lad: i.e., Benjamin (w. 12-17). — Veh. 31: See ch. 42: 
38. — Veb. 32: See ch. 43: 8-14. — Vebs. 33, 34: This close 
of the speech (which, with all its power, sought only the 
one favor, that Judah might be enslaved in place of Ben- 
jamin) proved to Joseph' the changed character of the 
brothers. The proposition came with special appropri- 
ateness from Judah, who had proposed Joseph's sale (ch. 
37: 26, 27). — Ch. 45: 1: 120. See ch. 42: 24; 43: dO, 31. 
There stood no man : i.e., of those who attended him. — Veb. 
2: 15, 158. Egyptians : i.e. , the attendants, etc., who were 
near the apartment. House of Pharaoh heard: i.e., the 
tidings came to the royal household (v. 16). — Vee. 3: I 
am Joseph: His use of that name, together with what 
the brothers had thought so strange (ch. 43: 33, 34), con- 
stituted his unmistakable identification. Doth my father, 
etc.: He knew this (ch. 43: 27, 28; ch. 44: 34); but, nature- 
like, he longed to make it completely sure. Troubled: 
rather, * terrified \ — Veb. 4. : 12. The first burst of emo- 
tion over, he speaks more freely. — Vebs. 5-8: He thought- 
fully and tenderly calms the fears of his brothers (v. 5); 
shows them (from an altogether lofty plane of thought) 
that, however much they may reproach themselves (ch. 
50: 20), God's Providence has overruled the course of 
events (w. 5 1. c, 7, 8); and (prophetically) points out the 
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especial divine purpose respecting the preservation of tbe 
chosen race (w. 6, 7). A father to Pharaoh (v. 8): i.e., hia 
intimate counselor and friend. 

Qaestions« — Describe the events between the last les- 
son and this? What was Joseph's policy in all this? 
Why ? What did Judah say would happen if Benjamin 
should be kept as a slave ? What additional reason did 
he give, why he offered himself as a slave in Benjamin's 
stead (ch. i4: 32)? How did he close his speech (ch. M: 
33, 34) ? How was Joseph affected ? On what other occa- 
sions had he been similarly moved (ch. 45 : 1, notes) ? 
What order did he give about the attendants ? When it 
was obeyed, what did he do ? What did he say ? How 
were his brothers affected ? How did he console them ? 
To whom did he attribute what had occurred ? For what 
purpose did he say it had occurred ? 

Truths* — 1. That God can change the worst heart (com- 
pare ch. 37: 26, 27, with ch. 44: 30-34). 2. That God can 
overrule the worst intentions and deeds of men for their 

good and his glory (ch. 45 : 6-8). Lessons* — 1. That 

genuine expressions of strong feeling, are not unmanly 
(ch.- 45: 1, 2, 14, 15). 2. That a true and complete surren- 
der of self, is a decisive test of character (ch. 44: 30-^, en- 
tirely satisfied the discerning Joseph; Mark 10: 21, 22). 3. 
(From Joseph's example:) The duties: (1.) Of forgiveness 
of those who have injured us (ch. 45: 3 1. c, 
5 f. c); (2.) Of tenderness (ch. 45: 5) and 
helpfulness (his inviting his brothers to 



To b« fasten* 
ed as nails In 
a sore place. 



Egypt) toward them; (3.) Of looking at even the most 
untoward events in the light of God's overruling Provi- 
dence (ch. 45: 5-8). Catechism. — Q. 105: What do 

we pray for in the fifth petition? A.: In the fifth peti- 
tion [of the Lord's Prayer], which is, " And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors," we pray that God, for 
Christ's sake, would freely pardon all our sins; which we 



Nov. 28.] Fourth Quarter^ 1880. 



185 



are the rather encouraged to ask, because by his grace 
we are enabled from the heart to forgive others. 

Points for Inqairy. — 1. Joseph's policy with his brethren : its 
occasion and parpocte. 2. Its steps (in detail, with reasons). 3. 
Why could its result be accepted as satisfactory? Respects in 
which it was probably salutary to his brothers. 4. (In view of its 
dissimulation :) O. T. standard of truth-telling. 5. N. T. standard. 



LESSON IX.: NOVEMBER 28. 



JACOB AND PHARAOH. 

IHdly Beadingrs.— MoN.: Qen. 45: 17-28. — Tu.: Gen. 46:1-7 
2»-34. — Wed. : Oen. 47 : 1-12. — Tn. : Eccl. ch. 1. — Fm. : 2 Ki. 3 
19-25.— Sat.: £ph. 6: 1-10. — Sun.: Luke 16: 1-12. 



Gen. 47: 1-12.] 

1. Then Joseph came and told 
Fbaraohf and said. My father 
and my brethren, and their 
flocks, and their herds, and all 
that they have, are come out of 
the land of Canaan ; and, behold, 
they are in the land of Goshen. 

2. And he took some of his 
brethren, even five men, and 
presented them unto Pharaoh. 

8. And Pharaoh said unto his 
brethren. What ia your occupa* 
tion? And they said unto Pha- 
raoh, Thy servants are shep* 
herds, both we, and also our 
fathers. 

4. They said moreover unto 
Pharaoh, For to sojourn in the 
.and are we come ; for thy serv- 
ants have no pasture for their 
flocks ; for the fhmine ilk sore in 



The I^esson. [Commit w. 7-11, 

the land of Canaan : now there- 
fore, we pray thee, let thy serv 
ants dwell in the land of Go- 
shen. 

5. And Pharaoh spake unto 
Joseph, saying, Thy father and 
thy brethren are come unto thee : 

6. The land of Egj'pt ia before 
thee; in the best of the land 
make thy father and brethren to 
dwell ; in the land of Goshen let 
them dwell : and if thou know- 
est any men of activity among 
them, then make them rulers 
over my cattle. 

7. And Joseph brought in 
Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharaoh: and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh. 

8. And Pharaoh said onto 
Jacob, How old art thou? 
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9. And Jacob said trnto Pha- 
raoh, The days of the years of 
my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and tliirty years: few and evil 
have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained 
onto the days of the years of the 
life of my fathers in the days of 
their piigrimage. 

10. And Jacob blessed Pha- 
raoh, and went oat from before 
Pharaoh. 



11. IT And Joseph placed hJs 
ffUJicr and his brethren, and 
gave them a possession in the 
Ixmd of Egypt, in the best of 
the land, in the land of Ramcscs, 
as Pharaoh had commanded. 

12. And Joseph nonrishcd his 
&ther, and his brethren, and all 
his father's household, with 
bread, according to t/t/cir fami- 
Ues. 



Golden Text. — Thb hoabt head is a cbowk of qlobt, op 

IT BB FOUND IK THB WAT OF BIOHTBOUSNESS. (PrOV. 16: SI.) 

Analysis. — Topic; Jacob and Pharoah.— 1. Joseph Apprises 
Pharaoh of the Arrival of Jacob's Family (v. 1). 2. lie Presents 
Five of his Brethren (w. 2-6). 3. He Presents Jacob, who Blesses 
Pharaoli (w. 7-10). 4. At Pharaoh's Command, he Settles the 
Family in Goshen (v. 11). 5. lie Supplies them with Food during 
the Famine (v. 12). 

• 

Notes* — Time : B.C. 1706. — CoNTKaiP. Hist.: 216a« — 
CoNNBCTiON (and place in Division X. of Gen.) : 119a 
(Points IG, 17, 18). — Place: Capital of Egypt (13), Goshen 
(21), Barneses (45).— CmcfUMSTANCES : Uda, Points 16, 17, 

18. Vek. 1: (For some aspects of the descent of the 

Israelites into Egypt, see 120b.) 120, 158, 5, 21. — Yeb. 2: 
Some of his brethren : Joseph could not present all, and 
hence chose five (a favorite number with the Egyptians; 
ch. 41: 34; 43: 34; 45: 22; 47: 24, 26; Isa. 19: 18); which 
ones there is no means of knowing. — Vers. 3, 4: The 
conversation proceeded as Joseph (ch. 46: 33, 34) had 
planned. The Egyptians despised shepherds, hecauso their 
strength lay so exclusively in agriculture. Hence, Joseph 
directed that his brothers should describe their calling as 
descended to them from their ancestors {we, and cUso our 
fathers), and should petition for a place of settlement by 
themselves. These positions were calculated to show 



Nov. 28.] Fourth Quarter^ 1880. 187 

Pharaoh their distinct organization, their national spirit, 
and their desire not to associate with* the degraded shep- 
herd class in Egypt ; and were calculated, in consequence,' 
to allay his pre judices. — Vebs. 5, 6: 12. Pharaoh was 
affected as Joseph had expected, assigned. the family the 
best land, and proposed to set any of the brothers who 
might be especially capable, over the royal herds (probably 
kept in Goshen, as affording the best pasture land). — Yeb. 
7: 119* The first audience having been partly of a busi- 
ness nature (for which the younger men were best fitted), 
and the business having now been satisfactorily disposed 
of, the venerable father is, with the greater gravity, intro- 
duced. — Vek. 9: Pilgrimage : because the Promised Land 
had not yet come into x)ossession of the patriarchs. Thus, 
by their earthly wanderings, did the idea of the pilgrim- 
age of life grow out into distinctness (Heb. 11: 13). ^ew 
and evil: Abraham had lived to be 175 (ch. 25: 7), and 
Isaac to be 180 (ch. 35: 28), and neither of them had suf- 
fered as Jacob had (the latter, notwithstanding his subse- 
quent piety, havincr had to reap the fruits of 76 years prior 
to the night at Bethel; Gal. 6: 7). — Ver. 11: 45. 

Questions* — After Joseph had made himself known to 
his brethren, what pro]X)sal did he make (ch. 45: 9-11)? 
Wliat message did he send Jacob ? What things ? "Wliere 
did Joseph meet the family? What occurred? Whom 
did Joseph first present to Pharaoh? What business 
matter was settled in *this interview ? Who was next 
presented? What did Pharaoh ask him? What reply 
was made? Explain it? Where did Joseph place the 
family? What did he do for them ? 

Troths. — 1. That life is a pilgrimage (v. 9). 2. That 
those who become God's servants, do not escape all earthly 
consequences of their misdeeds (v. 9, notes). 3. That age 
and godliness constitute a dignity worthy to bless the 
greatest earthly dignitaries (v. 10). liossoiis* — (From 
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Joseph's example :) 1. The dnty of prudence and tact 
(his course re8i)ecting his brothers* calling, vv. 3, 4, notes). 
2. The duty of caring for one's parents (v. 
12).— :- Catechism. — Q. 03: Which is the 
fifth commandment? A.: The fifth com- 



To be fasten- 
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mandment is, Honor thy father and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long upon the land, which the Lord thy God 
giveth thee. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Classes among the Egyptians at this 
period ; their mutual relations. 2. Features of the shepherd life of 
this period. 3. O. T. representations of the dignity of, and respect 
due to, the aged. 4. Providential aspects of the residence of the 
Israelites in Egypt. 



LESSON X: DECEMBER 5. 



THE LAST DAYS OP JACOB. 

* 

Daily Headings.— Mon. : Gen. 47: 13-22. — Tu. : Gen. 47: 
23-31. —Wed. : Gen. 48 : 1-11.— Tu. : Gen. 48 : 12-22. — Fui. : Judg. 
4: 4-24; 5: 1, 2.— Sat.: Judg. 6: 11-35.— Sun. : Judg. ch. 7; Ileb. 
11: 21. 



Gen. 48 : 8-22.] Tlie 

8. And Israel beheld Joseph's 
sons, and said, Who are these? 

9. And Joseph said unto his 
father, They are my sons, whom 
God hath given me in this place. 
And he said. Bring them, I pray 
thee, unto me, and I will bless 
them. 

10. Now the eyes of Israel 
were dim for age, «o that he 
could not see. And he brought 
them near unto him ; and he 
kissed thiem, and embraced 
them. 



Lesson. [Commit w. 15, 16. 

11. And Israel said unto Jo- 
seph, I had not thought to see 
thy face : and, lo, God hath 
showed me also thy seed. 

12. And Joseph brought Uiem 
out from between his knees, and 
he bowed himself with his face 
to the earth. 

13. And Joseph took them 
both, Ephralm in his right hand 
toward Israel's left hand, and 
Manassch in his left hand to- 
ward Israel's right hand, and 
brought them near unto him. 
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14. Aod Israel stretched out 
his right hand, and laid it xv^n 
Ephraim^s head, Tirho was the 
yoimgcr, and liis Icfl hand upon 
Manassch's head, guiding his 
liands wittingly; for Maoasseh 
WIS the flrst-bom. 

15. IT And he hlesscd Joseph, 
and said, God, before whom mj 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did 
walk, the God which fed me all 
my life long unto this day. 

16. The angel which redeemed 
me from all evil, bless the lads ; 
and let my name be named on 
them, and the name of my fa- 
thers Abraham and Isaac ; and 
let them grow into a multitude 
in the midst of the earth. 

17. And when Joseph saw 
that his father laid his right 
hand upon the head of Ephraim, 
It displeased him : and he held 
up his father's hand, to remove 
it from Ephraim's head unto 
Mxtnasseh's head. 

18. And Joseph said unto his 



father, Not so, my &iher: for 
this it the first-bom; put thy 
right hand upon his head. 

19. And his father refused, 
and said, I know i/, my son, I 
know U: he also shall become 
a people, and he also shall be 
great: but truly his younger 
brother shall be greater than he, 
and his seed shall become a mul- 
titude of nations. 

20. And he blessed them that 
day, saying. In thee shall Israel 
bless, saying, God make thee 
as Ephraim, and as Manasseh: 
and he set Ephraim before Ma- 
nasseh. 

21. And Israel said unto Jo- 
seph, Behold, I die: but God 
shall be with you, and bring 
you again unto the land of your 
fathers. 

22. Moreover, I have given to 
thee one portion above thy breth- 
ren, which I took out of the hand 
of the Amorite with my sword 
and with my bow. 



Golden Text. — And Isbail said unto Joseph, Behold, I 
DIE : BUT God shall be with tou. (Gen. 48 : 21.) 

Analysis. — Topic: JacoVs Blessing upon Joseph's Sons. — 1. 
Jacob Receives the Lads (w. 8-11). 2. He Blesses them (w. 12-20). 
8. Be I*rcdicts the Bctum to Canaan, and the Relative Extent of their 
Tribal Possession (w. 21, 22). 

Notes.— Tram: B.C. 1689. ~ Contemp. Hist.: 210a.-- 
CoNKECTioN (and place in Division X. of Gen.) : 119a 
(Points 18, 19, 20, 21). — Place : Goshen (21), Eameses 
(45). — CmcuMSTANCEs: Jacob, being now taken with his 
last sickness, and having adopted Joseph's (foreign-born) 
sons, receives and blesses them. Veb. 8: 110, 120. WhOt 
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etc.: See v. 10 f. c. — Veb. 9: 206. Whom God hath, etc.: 
See ch. 41: 51, 52, notes, p. 180. — Veb. 11: 1 had not thought, 
etc.: ch. 37: 33. — Vebs. 12, 13: 140, 153. The boys (now 
more than 17; ch. 41: 50; 47: 28 f. c.) were standing be- 
tween Jacob's knees.(to be embraced); preparatory to the 
solemn blessing, Joseph tpok them from him, bowed him- 
self to the earth, and so presented them that the order of 
their ages, would be recognized in the blessing.— Veb. 14: 
Wittingly : i.e., intentionally. Jacob reversed the natural 
order, for which Joseph had arranged. — Veb. 15 : US, 
117* The God of past mercies (confidence on account of 
which, is a constant mark of the O. T.) is invoked. — Veb. 
16: Angel : in the same sense as in ch. 32: 24-29, notes. Point 
2, p. 170. Let my name he named, etc.: i.e., 'Let those 
spiritual traits which have been peculiar to the patriarchs, 
and which their names suggest (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob), 
descend to Ephraim and Manasseh.' — Vebs. 17-19: No- 
tice how accurately this touching passage corresponds 
with the constant disappointment of earthly hopes by the 
God whose plans run tiirough, and modify, and exceed, 
and surpass in blessedness, the plans of men. — VebI 20: 
66* The blessing is here summed up. In thee (i.e., Jo- 
seph) shall Israel (i.e., the nation) bless, etc. — Vebs. 21, 22: 
1* The interview closes with: 1. The expression to Joseph 
of Jacob's confidence (ch. 15: 16; 46: 3, 4) in the return of 
the Israelites to Canaan (which expression Joseph in 
turn makes to his brothers, ch. 50 : 24); 2. The prophetic 
assurance (v. 22), that a double portion of Canaan shall 
belong to Joseph (through his two sons), which portion 
Jacob (/), by the sword and bow of his descendants (he 
himself has made no conquests), shall take out of the hand 
of the Amorite (at the conquest of Canaan). 

Qaestions. — What was Joseph's policy respecting the 
public store of corn (ch. 47: 13-26) ? How did the Israel- 
ites prosper in Egypt (ch. 47: 27) ? How long did Jacob 
survive his removal thither ? What arrangements did he 
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make resx)ecting his burial ? What did he do to Bphraim 
and Manassdh (ch. 48: 5)? When he saw them, what did 
he do ? How did he discriminate between them when he 
blessed them? How did Joseph feel about it? What 
explanation did Jacob make ? What blessing did he pro- 
nounce ui)on them ? What did he say about the future of 
the Israelites ? What about the relatiye magnitude of the 
possession of Joseph's sons ? 

Troths* — 1. That God predetermines the affairs of men 
and of nations (rv. 17-19). 2. That God's Kingdom abides 
and develops, though its greatest human promoters die 
(y. 21). — ^liBSSon* — The unwisdom of cherishing detailed 
expectations about the future (w. 17-19, 
notes). Catechism. — Q. 37: What ben- 
efits do believers receive from Christ at 
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their death? A.: The souls of believers are at their 
death made i)erfect in holiness, and do immediately pass 
into glory; and their bodies, being still united to Christ, 
do rest in their graves till the resurrection. 

Points fbr Inquiry. — 1. Give a Buccinct account of Jacob's 
life. 2. Analyze his character. 3. Outline his spiritual develop- 
ment. 4. State some of his services as a member of the patriarchal 
line. 6. Value of his history to the Church. 6. Compare his pre- 
dictions respecting Ephraim and Manasseh, with the subsequent 
history. 

LESSON XI.: DECEMBER 12. 

THE LAST DAYS OF JOSEPH. 

IHdly Headings. >- MoN. : Gen. 49 : 1-12. — Tu. : Gen. 49 : 13- 
33. — Wed. : Gen. 50 : 1-13. — Th. : Gen. 60 : 14-26. — Fbi. ; Ex. 1 : 
1-14, 22. — Bat. : Ex. 12 : 21-42 ; 13 : 19. — Sun. : Heb. ch. 11. 

Gen. 50 : 14-26.] The liesson. [Commit w. 18-21. 



14. IT And Joseph returned 
into Egypt, he, and his brethren, 
and all that went up with him 



to bury his father, after he had 
buried his father. 
16. IT And when Joseph's 
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brethren saw that their father 
was dead, they said, Joseph will 
peradvcnture hate us, and will 
certainly, requite us all the evil 
which we did unto him. 

16. And they sent a messenger 
unto Joseph, saying. Thy father 
did command before he died, 
eajing, 

17. So shall ye say unto Jo- 
seph, Forgive, I pray thee now, 
the trespass of thy brethren, and 
their sin ; for they did unto thee 
evil : and now, we pray thee, for- 
give the trespass of the servants 
of the God of thy father. And 
Joseph wept when they spake 
unto him. 

18. And his brethren also went 
and fell down before his face; 
and they said. Behold, we be thy 
servants. 

19. And Joseph said unto 
them. Fear not : for am I in the 
place of God? 

20. But as for you, ye thought 
evil against me ; but God meant 
it unto good, to bring to pass, as 
it is this day, to save much peo- 
ple alive. 



21. Now therefore fear ye not : 
I will nourish yon, and your little 
ones. And he comforted them, 
and spake kindly unto them. 

22. IT And Joseph dwelt in 
Egypt, he, and his father's 
house: and Joseph lived an 
hundred and ten years. 

23. And Joseph saw Ephraim's 
children of the third generation : 
the children also of Machir the 
son of Manasseh were brought 
up upon Joseph's knees. 

24. And Joseph said unto his 
brethren, I die : and GK>d will 
surely visit you, and brijg you 
out of this land unto the land 
which he sware to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. 

25. And Joseph took an oath 
of the children of Israel, saying, 
God will surely visit you, and 
ye shall carry up my bones from 
hence. 

26. So Joseph died, being an 
hundred and ten years old : and 
they embalmed him, and he was 
put in a coflin in Egypt. 



Golden Text. — The xbhobt of thx just is blbbsed. (Prov. 
10: 7.) 

Analysis. — Topic : Joseph's Noble Life and Triumphant Deatbw 
— 1. Joseph Returns from his Father's Obsequies (v. 14). 2. Treats 
his Brethren with Magnanimity, Generosity and Affection (w. 15- 
21). 8. Lives to See Lis Descendants to the Third Generation (w. 
22, 23). 4. Dies with Strong Faith in God's Promises (w. 24-26). 

Notes. — Time : B.C. 1689 ( w. 14-21), 1635 (w. 23-26). — 
CJoNTKMP. Hist.: 216a. >- Ck>KKEOTiON (and place in Di- 
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vision X. of Gen.): 119a (Points 22, 23, 24). — Plaob : Cap- 
ital of Egypt (13). — CracuMSTANOBS : Upon the retom 
from Jacob's burial, Joseph's brethren fear that he will 
revenge himself upon them; on their approaching him, he 
anew forgives them, promises to care for them, and treats 
them affectionately; after which, he (see "Analysis" 

above, Points 3, 4). Vkb. 14: 120, 12. — Vers. 16, 17: 

206« A messenger: perhaps Benjamin (ch. 43: 34; 45: 14). 
The request for forgiveness was based : 1. On Jacob's 
wish (v. 16); 2. On the fact that the brothers are servants 
of the Ood of thy father (v. 17). Notice : 1. The humility 
and contrition of the brothers ; 2. The great tenderness of 
Joseph's spirit (ch. 42: 24; 43: 30, 31; 45: 1, 2, 14, 15; 46: 
29; 50: 1), who, nevertheless, was strong and wise (see 
"Lesson" 1, p. 184).— Veb. 18: The brothers followed the 
messenger. — Veb. 19: Am I in the place of God [that I 
should act like one displeased with his plans] ? — Yebs. 
20, 21: See ch. 45: 5-8, notes, p. 183. Here are magna- 
nimity, generosity {I will nourish)^ and affection {comforted, 
spake kindly). — YmR, 22: 170. — Veb. 23: 140, 151, 153. — 
Veb. 24: 115, 117, 119. See ch. 48: 21, 22, notes. Point 1, 
p. 190. -Veb. 25T 119. See ch. 47: 29-31; Ex. 13: 19; Josh. 
24: 32; Heb. 11: 22. —Veb. 26: 1. Joseph's immediate 
burial in Canaan (w. 4-6) would have been abhorrent to 
the Egyptians, since he was their great benefactor, and 
had become naturalized as an Egyptian (ch. 41: 45, notes, 
p. 180) ; 2. The retention of his remains in Egypt (where 
the dead were made so much of) would constantly remind 
the Israelites of his prophecy of a return to Canaan ; 3. 
This passage (w. 24-26), with its strong and concretely 
expressed expectations, makes a most appropriate conclu- 
Bion to Gen., which is a book of expectations. 

Questions.- After Jacob had blessed Joseph's sons, 
-whsA did he do (ch. 49: 1, etc.) ? After what final charge 
did. he die (ch. 49: 29, etc.)? At what age (ch. 47: 28)? 
I>e0cribe his burial? After it, what fear had Jos^h'v 
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brothers? Wliat did they first do (v. 16 f. c.)? With 
what message (w. 16, 17) ? How was Joseph affected ? 
What did the brothers next do (v. 18) ? What did Joseph 
say to them? How long did he live ? Whom did he live 
to see? Of what did lie assure his brothers just before his 
death ? What did he make them swear ? What disposi- 
tion was first made of his body ? What afterwards ? 

Truths* — 1. That God can overrule for good the worst 
intentions and deeds of men (w. 17, 20). 2. That God 
caused faith in himself to be worked out into concrete 
forms in the O. T., both for the development of faith then, 
and for its illustration always (v. 26, notes. Points 2, 3; 

1 Cor. 10: 11). Lessons* — 1. That those engaged in a 

common service of God, may expect, on that ground (w. 
16, 17, notes), forgiveness and kindness one 
from another. 2. That confidence in God's 
certainly advancing cause, should comfort 
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his servants at their death (v. 24). (Also the "Lessons ", 
p. 184). Catechism. — Q. 66: What is the reason an- 
nexed to the fifth commandment? A.: The reason 
annexed to the fifth commandment is, a promise of 
long life and prosperity (as far as it shairserve for God's 
glory and their own good) to all such as keep this com- 
mandment. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Baiial and mourning cnstoms among 
tbe Israelites. 2. Among the Egyptians (especially light upon v. 46). 
8. Extent to which emotion was manifested by O. T. men ; on what 
sorts of occasions chiefly, and in what main ways? 4. Give a suc- 
einct account of Joseph's Ufe. 6. Analyze Ms character. 



LESSON Xn.: DECEMBER 19. 

QUARTERLY REVIEW. 
Dally B^adlnss.— Moir.: 0«n. 26: 12«-25: 97: 23*10. — Tn. 
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Ocn. cbs. 28, 32.— Wed.: Gen. ch. 87.— Th.: Oen. 39: 21-23; ch. 
10. — FBI.: Gen. ch. 41; 44: 30-34; ch. 45. — Sat.: Gen. cbs. 47, 48. 
~ Sdn. : Gen. ch. 50; Acto 7 : 9-16. 

[Note. — In case superintendents or teachers desire a special topic 
for Review Sunday, The Main Teachings of the Year's Lessons re- 
specting God, and his Kingdom and Satan's Kingdom (see diction< 

ary articles 206 to 213), are suggested. In preparation for Ue«, 

view, the dictionary articles, 206 to 213, 216a, 117 to 120, 170 
to 179y and 127 to 168, may be profitably read.] 

General Questions.— 1. With an account of what three 
lives, are the lessons of the quarter chiefly concerned ? 2. 
Age, and year of death, of each of these men ? 3. State 
what, to your mind, was the most striking fact in the life 
of each of them. 4. State what, to your mind, was the 
most striking characteristic of each of them. 

Questions on Lesson I. (ch. 26 : 12-25). — 1. What in- 
dustry did Isaac begin to cultivate (v. 12) ? 2. In what 
ways was he prospered ? 3. What experiences had ke in 
well-digging ? 4. What divine communication did he re- 
ceive ? 

On Lesson II. (ch. 27 : 22-40). -- 1. Why and how did 
Jacob deceive Isaac ? 2. How did Esau feel when he 
found it out? 3. What blessings did Isaac pronounce 
upon his two sons ? 4. What intention respecting Jacob 
did Esau cherish ? 

On Lesson III. (ch. 28: 10-22). — 1. Why did Jacob go 
to Padan-aram? 2. After what enlarged blessing from 
Isaac (vv. 3, 4)? 3. What vision and divine communi- 
cation did he receive on the way ? 4. What act and vow 
on his part followed ? 

On Lesson IV. (ch. 32: &-12, 22-30). — 1. How long did, 
Jacob remain in Padan-aram, and what main experiences 
had he there ? 2. What danger threatened him on his 
return? 3. What prayer did he offer, and what precau- 
tions did he take ? 4. State his experience at Pcnuel. 

On Lesson V. (ch. 37: 1-^, 23-36). — 1. Why was Joseph 
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hated by his brothers? 2. How came he into their power ? 
3. What did they do with him, and by what steps? 4. 
How did they represent the matter to Jacob, and how was 
he affected? 

On Lesson YI. (ch. 39: 21-33; 40: 1-8). — 1. What pros- 
perity had Joseph in Egypt? 2. Upon his imprisonment 
wliat prosperity there? 3. What distinguished fellow 
prisoners did he come to have? 4. What dreams had 
they» and how did Joseph interpret them ? 

On licsson yil.(ch. 41: 41-57). — 1. How came Joseph 
to be brought before Pharaoh ? 2. How did he interpret 
his dreams and what suggestions did he make ? 3. How 
was he promoted and naturalized ? 4. What precautions 
did he take against the famine ? 

On liesson Till. (ch. 44: 30-34; 45: 1-3).— 1. What 
policy had Joseph pursued toward his brothers, up to the 
point where the lesson begins ? 2. How came Judah to 
make an address, and with what proposal did he dose it ? 
3. What did this show about the character of the broth- 
ers? 4. What did Joseph consequently do and propose ? 

On liCSSon IX. (ch. 47: 1-12). — 1. What interview had 
some of Joseph's brothers with Pharaoh ? 2. What, com- 
mand resulted ? 3. What interview had Jacob with Pha- 
raoh? 4. What did Joseph then do for Jacob and his 
family? 

On Lesson X. (ch. 48: 8-22).— 1. When had Joseph's 
two sons been born, and what were their names (ch. 41: 
50-n52) ? 2. What had Jacob done to them j.ust before the 
iesson? 3. What blessing did he give them? 4. What 
prediction did he make about the Israelites ? 

On Lesson XL (ch. 50 : 14-26). — 1. Describe Jacob's 
burial. 2. After it what fear had Joseph's brothers ? 3. 
What did they do, and how did Joseph respond ? 4. With 
what prediction did Joseph die, and what, at first, and 
later, was done with his body ? 
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Catechism* — Q. 90: How is the word to be read and 
heard, that it may become effectual to salYation? Ar 
That the word may become effectual to salvation, we must 
attend thereunto, with diligence, preparation and prayer, 
receive it with faith and love, lay it up in our hearts, 
and practice it in our lives. 



LESSON D: DECEMBER 26.* 



THE WAY TO BE SAVED. 



IHdlj Beadings. ~ Moir. : Num. 21: 6-0; Actt 16:2(Mt4. — 
Tn.: Matt.: ch. 11.— Wbd.: JohnS: 1-21.— Th.: Luke 23: Sd<44. 
— Fu.: Acta 2: 14-47.— Bat. : Acts 8: 26-40. — Sun.: 2 Cor. eh. 6. 



Niim.21 : <M) ; Acts 16 : 2»-84.] The 

6. And the Lord sent fiery 
serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people ; and much 
people of Israel died. 

7. IT Therefore the people came 
to Moses, and said. We have 
sinned, for we have spoken 
agxunst the Lord, and against 
thee; pray nnto the Lord, that 
he take away the serpents from 
08. And Moses prayed for the 
people. 

8. And the Lord said nnto 
Moses, Make thee a fiery serx>ent, 
and set it upon a pole : and it 
shall come to pass, that every 



I<es8on. [Commit Acts 16 : 20-81. 

one that is hitten, when he look- 
eth upon It, shall live. 

0. And Moses made a serpent 
of brsss, and put it upon a pole, 
and it came to pass, that if a 
serpent had bitten any man, 
when he beheld the serpent of 
brass, he lived. 



20. Then he called for a light, 
and sprang in, and came trem. 
bling, and fell down before Paul 
and Silas, 

80. And brought them out, and 
said. Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved? 



* The last Sunday of each quar^r of 1880, has been left by the 
International Committee for *' a lesson selected by the school ". This 
lesson is ofibred merely as an optional. See Preface (IVOi &nd tha 
tlUe* of the A, B and C, in Index. 
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washed their fltrlpea; and wa9 
baptized, he and all hla, straight- 
•way. 

84. And when be bad brought 
them into bis bouse, be set meal 
before them, and rejoiced, be* 
lievlng in Qod with all his hoose. 



SI. And they said, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
•halt be saved, and thy house. 

82. And they spoke unto him 
the word of the Lord, and to all 
that were in his house. 

83. And he took them the 
■ame hour of the night, and 

Golden Text.~Ain> ab Moses lifted up the serpskt iit 

THE WILDERNESS, EVEN SO MUST T|IE BON OF MAN BE LIFTED 
TTP: THAT WHOBOEYEB BELIBYETn IN HIX SnOULD NOT PEBISH, 
BUT HAVE ETBBNAL LIFE. (John 3 : 14, 15.) ' 

Analysia. — Topio : The Way to be Saved. ~ 1. The IsraelJtish 
Typo (Num. 21 : 6-0). 2. An Example at Pbilippl (Acts 16 : 29-34 < • 

Notes. — Num. 21:-6-9: As the Israelites, in their march 
through the wilderness, " journeyed from Mount Hor by 
the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom ", 
'*the soul of the people was much discouraged because of 
the way. And the people spake against God, and against 
Moses''. -In consequence, they were punished (v. G). 
Their punishment led them to reflect upon their action, 
and in some degree to repent (v. 7). Moses (who, in this 
slightly advanced stage of spiritual development, stood as, 
in some degree, a mediator between them and Ood), at 
their request, made intercession for them (v. 7 1. c). God 
answered by directing him to fix a condition upon the ful- 
fillment of which, the people might be forgiven, and their 
lives might be spared (v. 8). This condition was their 
gazing upon a serpent of brass, fixed upon a pole, and it 
proved effective (v. 9). Here were : 1* A cry for relief; 
2. Through a divine communication with Moses, the state- 
ment and arrangement of the way of relief; 3. The relief 
dependent upon the fulfillment of a condition, about 
which observe : (1.) That the condition reminded those 
who looked, of their punisbtnent, and hence of their sin ; 
(2.) That it was a condition which all could fulfill ; (3.) 
That it was a condition not involving extended processef 
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of reasoning, or elaborate faith (only the reason involved 
in hearing the condition, and the faith involved in credit- 
ing it enough to look). Christ declares (John 3: 14, 15) 
that his work for men is analogous to this transaction in 
the wilderness. Hence notice : (1.) The cry of the world 
for relief from sin ; 2. The work of Moses as preparing the 
way for Christ, the world's way of relief ; 3. The relief 
through Christ dependent upon the fulfillment of a condi- 
tion (viz., looking to Christ, Heb. 12: 2 f. c), about which 
observe : (1.) That the condition reminds those who look, 
of their sin (Christ dying because notliing less could save 
them) ; (2.) That it is a. condition which all can fulfill 
(John 3: 15; Matt. 11: 28); (3.) That it is a condition not 
involving extended processes of reasoning (1 Cor. 1: 26-29), 
or elaborate faith (only the reason involved in hearing the 
condition, and the faith involved in crediting it enough 
to look; afterward, a large use of reason and faith may 

be expected, John 7: 17; 1 Thess. 6: 21; Heb. 6: 1-3). 

Acts .16: 29-34: In this familiar story, being saved is 
simply and strongly illustrated. 1. God*s providence has 
aroused in the Philippian jailer even greater solicitude for 
salvation, than for deliverance from the expected death in 
consequence of the supposed escape of the prisoners (w. 29, 
30); 2. Christ's great, free offer is made to him (v. 31, 32); 
3. He and Iiis believe, immediately and spontaneously per- 
form the acts of sympathy and kindlness which a Christian 
life would require, are received into the Church, and are 
filled with a heavenly joy. They simply believed, and 
God, through and with ^em, did the rest. " Only be- 
lieve" (Mark 5: 30.) 

Questions. — Where were the Israelites in the first part 
of the lesson ? What had they done ? What happened 
in consequence? What did the Israelites say to, and 
request of, Moses ? What did God command ? What re- 
sulted ? What did Christ say respecting this transaction 
(John 3: 14, 15)? Tell the story of the Philippian jailer. 
How was he saved ? Have you believed in Christ ? 
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Trntlis* ~ 1. That God has provided a way of salvation. 
2. That it is open to all. 3. That it is dependent only 
upon a simple, reasonable, helpful condition, which all 

may fulfill. Lessons* — 1. The simplicity of salvation. 

2. Its great and blessed consequences. 

Catechism. — Q. 87: What is repentance 
unto life? A.: Bepentance unto life is a 
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saving grace, whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his 
sin and apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, 
with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it unto God, 
with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience. 

Points for Inquiry. — 1. Present some of the N. T. eases in 
which men accepted Christ. 2. Analyse, as far as may be, the men- 
tal and spiritual steps in the same. 8. Point out some of the valnable 
elements in the one condition, which the way of salvation imposes. 
4. What is the nature of the subsequent Christian life? 
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L GEOGRAPnT. 

OLD TESTAMENT. 

The O. T. LeMons of the year have to do with 52 Geographical Names. 
Of these, two are countries — Canaan, "Egypt; seven are more or 
less restricted regions of country — Garden of Eden, Gilead, 
Goshen, Plain of Jordan, Land of Moriah, Padan-aram, Place of 
Bichcm; two are mountains — Ararat, Mountain of Moriah; 
three are valleys — Valley of Gerar, Vale of Hebron, Valley 
ofShavch; four are streams — River of Egypt, Euphrates, Jab- 
bok, Jordan; three are quiet or sacred spots — Jchovah-Jireh, 
"Plain" (Oaks) of Mamre, "Plain" (Oak) of Moreh; 20 are 
towns — Bcer-sheba, Bethel, Damascus, Dan, Dothiui, Capital 
of Egypt, Gerar, Gomorrah, Ilai, Ilaran, Hebron, llobah, Luz, 
On, Ponucl, Ramescs, Salem, Sodom, Ur, Zoar; one fs a group 
of towns — Cities of the Plain; ten arc peoples — Amoritcs, 
Canaan! tcs, Chaldccs, Egj'ptlnns, Ilebrews, Ishmaclites, Israel, 
Midianltcs, Perizzitcs, PhiliBtlncs. 

1. Amorites (the dueellera on t/ie mmmits) : A warlike tribe (de- 
scended from Canaan, son of Ham, Gen. 10 : 6, 15, 16) occupying, 
prior to the cofiqucSt under Joshua, more or less of the ridge of 
Palestine (Num. 13 : 29, where mountains arc those afterward occu- 
pied by the tribes of Judah and Ephralm), and the territory east 
of the Jordan and the Dead Sea between the Jabbok and Arnon 
(Num. 21 : 13, 26). In Gen. 15 : 16; 48 : 22, the word stands for the 

people of Canaan in general. S. •Ararat (Ao/y ground) : In 

general, a gi'eat plateau in Armenia, of volcanic origin, Arom 6,000 
to 7,000 feet above the sea, and equidistant from the Black and 
Caspian Seas toward the north, and from the Mediterranean Sea 
and Persian Gulf toward the south. In particular, two snow- 
capped peaks at the north of this plateau, respectively 17,260 and 
14,000 feet above the sea. Supposing the ark to have rested on 
one of tlicse peaks (Gen. 8:4), and Its occupants to have de- 
scended into the plateau, the latter, well adapted to grazing, would 
have supplied the needs of Noah's earliest descendants; while its 
central location, and the rich country around its base, would have 
been well calcuhited to incite the increasing race to migration in 
various dlrecUons. 3. Beei^sbeba {well <i/ m/MxHMQt G«fc 



8.] Geography. 203 

21 : 22-Cl) : The place where, after his covenant with Ablmelech, 
Abraham planted a grove and took up his residence (Gen. 21 : 33, 
31; 22: 19); long Isaac's residence (Gen. 20: 23; 28: 1, 10); a halt- 
ing place (for sacrifice) of Jacob on his Journey into Egypt (Gen. 
46.: 1) ; at the conquest under Joshua a town assigned to the triba 
of Simeon (Josh. 19: 1, 2). It was in the eztrcme aoatii of Pal- 
estine (as Dan was in the eztrcxov north), about midway between 
the Mediterranean and Dead Sea «. It is now in ruins ; but two 

great wells, and five lesser ones, make' it an object of note. 

4. Bethel (houae of God) : The phice of Jacob's vision (Gen. 28: 
10-22; whence its name, v. 19), and between which, and Hal, 
Abraham built an altar soon after reaching Canaan; at the con- 
quest under Joshua, a town assigned to Bei\}amin (Josh. 18 : 21, 22) ; 
one of the towns where Samuel Judged Israel (1 Sam. 7 : 16) ; the 
southern (as Dan was the northern) seat of Jeroboam's calf-worship 
(1 Ki. 12: 28, 20). It was twelve miles north of Jerusalem on the 
rocky ridge of Palestine, and had a fine outlook upon the Jordan 

valley. It is now In ruins. 6. Canaan (low) : The country 

extending from the Jordan and the Dead Sea on the east, to the 
Mediterranean on the west {low in respect to : 1. Its plains along 
the Mediterranean ; 2. Its deep Jordan valley ; 3. The contrast be< 
tween it and the heights on the east of the Jordan); see 77.— 
a. South (The; Gen. 12: 9; 13: 1,3): The southern part of Canaan 
toward Arabia. 0. Canaanite (see the signification of Ca- 
naan, 5) : In particular, any member of a tribe which, prior to the 
conquest under Joshua, occupied the Mediterranean and Jordan 
plains (xCum. 13: 20). In general, since these lands were so im- 
portant, any non.Israclite inhabitant of Canaan (so in Gen. 12: 6). 
• 7. Chaldces : The Chaldeans, one of several tribes de- 
scended from Cush (dark-colored; Gen. 10: 8-10), which occupied 
Shinar, the later Dabylonia (situated about the Euphrates, northwest 
of the head of the Persian Gulf). With the increase of their power 
their name came to be applied to all the inhabitants of that country. 
8« Damascus (industry f) : One of the oldest cities in the 
world, situated on a nearly circular plain, 30 miles in diameter, east 
of the Lebanon ranges. Streams from the mountains give great fer- 
tility and beauty to the plain. The city figures in the Bible from 
the times of Abraham to those of Paul, aind it has to-day a popu- 
lation of 150,000. Its distinction and permanence have been largely 
due to its favorable natural surroundings, and to its constituting 
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ua important statton on the caravan rontes between wcBtem Anla 

and Egypt. O. Dan : A town in the extrene north (as Beer 

aheba was in the extreme sonth) of Palestine (near the southern 
extremity of the Lebanon ranges, and near the sources of the Jor- 
dan), originally called Laish (lion), and seized by the Danites and 
called by their tribal name (Dan, Jttdge; Judg. 18: 26-29). It is 
perhaps represented by some ruins now to be found on a level hill- 
top of that neighborhood. Its occurrence in . Gen. 14 : 14 (before 
Ban's birth), may be due to an alteration of Laish to Dan by 
transcribers of the HSS., after Dan had become the familiar name. 
— ^— 10. * Dothan (two voella t) : The place where Joseph found 
his brethren and was sold by them (Oen. 87: 17), and a rCTldence 
of Elisha (then a town; 2 Ei. 6: la, 14), situated on a small, lich 
plain 12 miles north of Bhechem, on the caravan route from Damas. 
ens to Egypt. It is now in ruins. Large cisterns are to be found 
there, into some one of which (then dry) Joseph may have been 

cast. 11. Eden (Garden of; ple<i8antne89) : The Garden 

was planted by God in Ederi (Gen. 2: 8). This region is referred 
to with definiteness as if to a known spot. Four great rivers 
are said to have run from it, one of which was the Euphrates 
(Gen. 2: 10-14). Near the source of the latter, rise: 1. Tigris 
(these two, after flowing, the former more than 1,700, the latter 
more than 1,200 miles, empty, in confluence, into the Persian Gulf) ; 
2. Araxea (flows 1,000 miles, and empties into the Caspian Sca)| 
8. Halys (flows 700 miles, and empties into the Black Sea). On 
these grounds, it is probable that Eden (in which the Garden was 
planted) was the Armenian highlands where these rivers rise. — -^ 
1». Egypt: See 69. 13. * Egypt (Capital of): The Pha- 
raoh of Joseph is believed to have reigned at Memphis {hofoen of the 
goodt). Memphis stood on the west bank of the Nile, near the 
head of the Delta, about 125 miles from the Mediterranean, and 10 
south of the present Cairo. Its circumference was 19 miles; it 
abounded in gardens and open areas; the sphinx and many of the 

pyramids stand in its region. It is now in ruins. 14. Egypi; 

(River of) : Sometimes (as in Num. 34: 1-5), a stream rising in 
the peninsula of Sinai, and flowing into the Mediterranean about 
140 miles east of the chief eastern mouth of the Nile. Sometimes 
(as in Gen. 15: 18), the Nile {black). The latter rises in Central 
AiHca, flows more than 8,500 miles, and empties (by two prindirad 
months) into the Mediterranean. Its annual overflow causes the 
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great fertility of Egypt. 15. "EgyptUau i Natiyes of Egypt. 

16. Euphratea (good and abounding): A river riBlng in 

the highlands of Armenia, flowing southeast 1,780 miles, and emp- 
tying (In confluence with the Tigris) into the Persian Gulf. 

] 7. *G«rar (retidence) : Abraham's residence Just prior to, and 
probably at the time of, Isaac's birth (Qen. 20 : 1), and Isaac's 
residence at the time of his great prosperity and before his removal 
to Beer-sheba (Qen. 26: 1-23) ; situated in the extreme south of 
Palestine, not more than 20 miles from the Mediterranean. ^^— 18. 
Oerar (Valley of) : Some valley in the territory surrounding 
Gerar, into which Isaac, in separating himself from Abimelech'a 
people, removed, prior to taking up his residence at Beer-sheba 

(Qen. 26: 16, 17, 23). 19. Gil«ad (a hardt rocky region): 

The highland country to the east of the Jordan, running as far north 
as the (later) Sea of Galilee, nearly as flar south as the Dead Sea, 
and SO or more miles east. Before the conquest under Joshua, it 

was assigned to the tribe of Gad (Josh. 13: 24, 25). 20. Go- 

inorrali (submeraion t) : One of the Gities of Che Plidn (44) de- 
stroyed (174) in the time of Abraham. It seems to have been 
the second in importance.— ——21. Goshen: A district east of 
the Nile and near the Mediterranean, especially adapted for grazing, 
and assigned to the Israelites by Pharaoh (Q«n. 47: 6). 
22. Hal (the same as Ai ; heap of ruins) : The town between which 
(on the east) and Bethel (on the west), Abraham encamped soon 
after reaching Ganaan ; and that next destroyed after Jericho in 
the conquest under Joshua (Josh. 7: 1-12; 8: 1-29). Its site is 

not known. 23. Haran (arid) : A town in northwestern 

Mesopotamia, where Terah and his fiunily settled after leaving Ur, 
where Terah died, and where the descendants of his son Nahor 

resided. 24. Hebrew: A word first applied to Abraham 

(Qen, 14 : 13), and thereafter applied to his descendants as a 
race-name (in their earlier history it was used, much as " Jew " was 

in iheir later history). 25. Hebron (union) : The place of 

Sarah's death (Gen. 23 : 2) ; at the conquest under Joshua, made 
a town of Judah (Josh. 15: 20, 54), a dtyof refiige, and a' place 
of residence for the Levites (Josh. 21 : 8, 11, 13) ; David's capital 
for seven and a half years (2 Sam. 5:5). It stands about 18 miles 
south of Jerusalem, in a fertile valley, and, at present, contains 
about 5,000 inhabitants, and a Mohammedan mosque, said to cover 
the caveof Machpelah. 20. * Hebron (Vale of) : The valW 
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above referred to. 27. Hobab {concealed) : A town north 

of Damaseua, to which Abraham pursued the allied kings (Gen. 14: 

15); supposed to be the present Jobar. 28. Isbmaelites : 

Descendants oC Ishmael (toAom God hears) t son of Abraham, who 
occupied the greater part of the Arabian peninsula. In the story 
of Joseph, lahmaelitea is used thrice (Gen. 37: 25, 27; 39: 1), and 
JUidianites twice (G^en. 37: 28, 36). These tribes may have been 
confounded in the minds of the brothers; or the caravan may. have 

contained members of both tribes. [Israel : See 66.] 

29. Jabbok (streaming forth) : A stream rising in the highlands 
east of Gilead, flowing west through Gilead, and emptying into 
the Jordan, midway between the (later) Sea of Galilee and the 

Dead Sea. ;; — 30. Jehovah-jlreb {Jehotah tcill see, or pro- 

ffide) : Abraham's memorial name of the place where he was com- 
manded to offer, but was prevented from offering, Isaac ((S-en. 22 : 

14). 31. Jordan ; See 70. 32. Jordan (Plain of) : 

In Gen. 13: 10, 11, the Jordan valley, from the (later) Sea of Gal- 
ilee to the Dead Boa. 33. Liuz (almond-tree) : A town near 

Bethel (Gen. 28 : 19, where place and citf/ are distinguished ; also 
distinguished in Josh. 10: 2), which lost its name in the promi- 
nence which Bethel gained (Judg. 1 : 23). See 4. 34. Manu- 
re (Plain, rather, ' Oaks % of) : Abraham's residence from the 
lime of his separation from Lot (Gen. 13: 18), until the destruction 
of Sodom (Gen. 18: 1; compare Gen. 20: 1). These oaks were 
probably on the southwestern side of the Vale of Ilcbron (26). 

See 152. 35. Midlanites: Descendants of Midian (strife), 

son of Abraham and Keturah (Gen. 25: 2), who occupied the pe- 
ninsula of Sinai (whither Moses fled, Ex. 2: 15-22; 3:1), northern 

Arabia, and the eastern frontier of Palestine. See 28 at end. 

36. Moreb (Plain, rather, 'Oak% of) : Abraham's first halting 
place after reaching Canaan (Gen. 12: 6), at the place of Sichem, 

which see (48). 37. Moriah (I^and of; chosen by the 

Lord) ! The district upon one of the mountains of which, Abraham 

was commanded to offer Isaac (Gen. 22: 2). See 38. 38. 

Moriab (Mountain of; see 37): The place where Abraham 
was commanded to offer Isaac (Gen. 22: 2). Supposed to have 
been the same as the Mount Moriah of 2 Chron. 3:1, where Solo- 
mon built the Temple (225). 39. On: The city of* Hell- 

opolis (city of the sun), at the east side of the Nile near the apex 
of the Delta, where the sun was worsbipod, and the priest of whioli. 
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wa# Joeepb*B fitthcr-ln-Iaw (Gen. 41 : 45). It is now In ndns. ■ ■ 
40* * Padan-aram {table-land of Aram) : A district in north- 
western Me80X>otamla bordering the Euphrates. Ilaran was within 

its limits iGen. 28: 2, 10). 41. Pennel, or Peniel (face 

of God) : Jacob's memorial name for the place where he wrestled 
with the Angcl (Gen. 82 : 30). It was near the Jabbok, had a tower 
in Gideon's time (Judg. 8 : 17), and was fortified by Jeroboam (1 Ki. 

12: 25). Its site is not known. 4!3. Perizzltes : A tribe of 

uncertain origin, which, In Abraham's time (Gen. 13: 7), and at 
the conquest under Joshua (Josh. 11 : 8), occupied the heights 

of Canaan (Josh. 11: 3 m. c.)- 43. PhilistineB (wanderers, 

or emiyranU) : A people descended from Ilam (Gen. 10: 6, 13, 14), 
supposed to have migrated from upper Egypt to Caofum prior to 
Abraham's time. They occupied the lowlands of southwestern Ca- 
naan, and engaged in agriculture and trade. 44. Plain (Cit- 
ies of the) : Sodom (49), Gomorrah (20), Admah, Zeboilm, 
and Zoar (51), (Gen. 14: 8,) destroyed (except Zoar, Gen. 19: 21, 
22) by fire from heaven for their sins (Gen. 19: 28, 29). Their 
probable situation was under or near the present northern end 

of the Dead Sea. 45. Rameses {son of the sun) : Either a 

district of, or the same district as, Goshen (21 ; compare Gen. 47: 
6 and 11) , and a town in the same whence the Exodus of the Israel- 
ites began (Ex. 12 : 37). 46. Salem (righteousness, peace): 

The town of which Melchlzcdek was king (Gen. 14: 18), perhaps 

the later Jerusalem (Ps. 76: 2; 68). 47. Shaveh (Valley 

of) : The place where the king of Sodom and Melchizedck met 
Abraham after the overthrow of the allied kings (Gen. 14: 17, 18) ; 
from this occurrence it was called i/ie king*s dale (Gen. 14 : 17). If 
the latter was the same as tliat of 2 Sam. 18 : IS, it was, according 
to Joscphus, less than a mile from Jerusalem. — — — 48. Siciiem 
(Place of ; the same as Shechcm ; shoulder, ridge) : A town in 
the valley between Mounts Ebal and Gerizim. At present, under the 
name of Nibulus, it contains 6,000 inhabitants. The place of Si- 
chem (Gen. 12: 6; see 36), may mean that the town did not then 

exist. 49. SodoTO (burning) : One of the Cities of the Plain 

(44) destroyed (174) in the time of Abraham. It seems to have 

been the first in importance. [South The : see 5a.] * 

50. Ur : A town near the Euphrates about 125 miles from the Per- 
sian Gulf, the early homo of Abraham, now in ruins. 51. 
Zoar iamctUnesa) : The only one of the Cities of the Plain (44) 
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which escaped destruction iu the time of Abraham, and the <m« to 
which liQt eacap^ (Gen. 19: 21-23). 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

The N. T. Lessons of the year have to do with 81 C^graphlcal 
Names. Of these, three are countries — Egypt, Land of Israel, 
Palestine ; seven are more or less restricted regions of coimtry 
— The East, Galilee, Country of the Gergesenes, Region round 
about Jordan, Judsea or Juda, Judna beyond Jordan, Wilder- 
ness of Judsea ; one is a stream — Jordan ; one is a lake — Bea of 
Galilee ; three are more or less retired si>ots — Gethseman^, Gol- 
gotha, Mount of Olives ; twelve are towns — ** Bethabara " (Beth- 
any), Bethlehem, Bethsaida, C»sarea, Philippi, Capernaum, 
Chorazin, Jerusalem, Nazareth, Rama, Sidon, Sodom, Tyre; 
four are peoples, etc. — Gergesenes, Israel, Jews, Nazarene. 

62. *" Bethabara " {*^Bei:3:i&-Dj, home of passage) : The place 
of Quar. 11., Les. VI., since Matt. 19 : 1 (the place) coincides with John 
10 : 40, which was the same as John 1 : 28, viz., Bethabara, which, 
in the best MSS., is Bethany. A place east of the Jordan, and not far 
from Jerusalem. 63. Bethlehem {house of bread) : A vil- 
lage in existence as early as Jacob's return from the East; the scene 
of the events recorded in the book of Ruth; the birthplace of David; 
fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11 : 6) ; the birthplace of Christ. 
It is five and a half miles south of Jerusalem, occupies a limestone 
ridge one mile long, running east and west, with deep valleys at the 
north and south, with a gradual slope at the west, and a bold descent 
at the east. The slopes are covered with gardens and vineyards ; 

and it has 3,000 inhabitants, as against 2,000 in Christ's time 

54. Bethsaida {house qfftsh) : A small town west of the Sea of 
Galilee and not far from Capernaum, the birthplace of Andrew, 
Peter, and Philip (John 1: 44; 12: 21) 65. Csesarea Phi- 
lippi : A town not iar from the O. T. Dan (9), at the southern base 
of Mount Hermon, and at one of the sources of the Jordan. The 
most northern point to which Christ Journeyed. 56. Caper- 
naum : An important town on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
which was Christ's chief place of residence, and where some of 

his most remarkable teachings and miracles ' occurred. 67. 

Chorazin : A small town west of the Sea of Galilee, within 

two miles of Capernaum. 58. Bast (The) : See 185. ——^ 

69. Egypt : The northeast country of Africa, bounded on the north 
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by the Mediterranean, on the eaet principally by the Red Sea, and 
on tbe went by the great deeert ; and extending as &r south as the 
cataracts of the Nile. Its religion was a low nature-worsliip (adora- 
tion of animals, trues, hills, rivers) ; its government was generally a 
limited monarchy; marriage was general, polygamy rare, and the 
distinction of classes sharp ; the higher classes were elaborately edu- 
cated (AcU 7: 22); literature, art, and industrial skill (Ex. 1: 14; 
Ps. 81: 6, 6), were much cultivated. 60. Galilee {circuit) : 

The most northern of the three main divisions of Palestine (n Christ's 
time. It extended from the Jordan on the east to a narrow strip of 
land which skirted the Mediterranean on the west; and from the 
Lebanon range on the north as fkr sonth as one-third the distance 
from tbe Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea. It contained some 240 
towns, and was the district where Christ spent most of his life and 

did most of his work. 61. Galilee (Sea of) : Called also Sea 

of Tiberias, and of Oenneearet. A lake of Galilee fed and drained 
by the Jordan, 13 miles long and six wide, 700 feet below the level of 
the Mediterranean, and surrounded by high and rugged country. 

02. Gergesenes (Mark and Luke say, ** Gadarenes ") : The 

people living Just east of the Sea of <3kdilee, seem to have been called 
Gadarenes, from Gadara (now in ruins), ten miles east of the Sea of 
Galilee; their country was called the Ck>untry of the Gadarenes. 
Gergescnes may be a modification of Gadarenes. — ^— 63. Gerge- 

aenes (Country of the) : See 63. 64. Gethsemane {qU- 

press) : An orchard of olive, fig, and other trees, at the foot of the 
Mount of Olives (C8a), and toward the valley of the Cedron which 

separated the latter from Jerusalem. p 65. * Golf^otha (a stuU) : 

A knoll (skull-shaped) a trifle northeast of Jerusalem, and over 
against the Mount of Olives, the scene of the crucifixion.-—— 
66* laraei (see 110) : A poetical equivalent for Israelites, the de- 
scendants of Israel, i.e., Jacob. 67. Israel (L>and of) : Land 

of the aforesaid ; I.e., Canaan, or Palestine. 68. Jemsalem 

i/oundation of peace) : Perhaps the S£mie as Salem (Gen. 14 : 18 ; Ps. 
76: 2) ; made the capital by David; destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar; 
rebuilt after the Captivity, and destroyed anew by the Romans (B.C. 
70). It stands on a U shaped platform, tbe bottom of the U being 
toward the south. The Valley of the Cedron forms the right arm of 
the U, and the Valley of Ilinnom the left arm and the bottom. Hills 
rise abruptly on the sides of these valleys opposite the platform, the 
principal one on the east being the Mount of Olives. The platform 
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has two nearly equal parte, aeparated by a depreaaion miming nearly 
north and south. The part east of the depression is Mount Moriah, 
where the Temple stood. The part west of the depression is Mount 
Zlon, where, in Christ's time, stood the royal palaces. Population, 
at that time, 50,000; at present, 17,000. — a. * Mount of Olives: 
The i)rincipal summit cast of the Valley of Cedron, and hence over 
against Mount Moriah. — ^~ 69. Jews : A name for the Israelites 
after the Captivity ; from Judah, which kingdom alone remained when 

that of Israel was destroyed. 70. Jordan {flowing down) : 

A river rising at the south of the Lebanon ranges, flowing nearly 
parallel with the Mediterranean (at an average distance from it of 40 
miles) , and emptying into the Dead Sea. At the Sea of Galilee, it is 
700 feet below the Mediterranean, and at the Dead Sea, l,30a It 
is generally shallow and winding, and its valley is fertile. ■ 

71. Jordan (Region round about): The same as 39. 

72. Judaea, or Juda (so called from the kingdom, and that from the 
tribe, of Judah) : The most southern of the three main divisions of 
Palestine in Christ's time. Its eastern boundary was the Dead Sea, 
and the southern third of that part of the Jordan between the Dead 
Sea and the Sea of Galilee. From its eastern boundary it extended 
west to the Mediterranean, running somewhat farther north than its 

eastern boundary. 73. *Judada (beyond Jordan): The 

country across the Jordan from Judsaa. 74. Judaea (Wil- 
derness of) : The rough country along the shore of the Dead Sea. 

75. Nasarene : A citizen of Nazareth ; a title which became 

fixed upon Christ in accordance with prophecy (Matt. 2 : 23).. 

76. Nazareth : A village in a basin formed in a valley which runs 
east and west in the southern part of the rugged coimtry to the south 
of the Lebanon ranges. The surrounding heights are of limestone, 
400 or 500 feet in altitude. The village now has 8,000 inhabitants. 

[Olives (Mount of) : See 68a.] 77. * Palestine : 

The more modem name for Canaan. The country is shut in on the 
west by the Mediterranean, on the north by the Lebanon ranges, on 
the east by the remarkable depression of the Jordan valley (see 70 
at the end), and on the south by a more or less desert country to 
the southwest of the Dead Sea. Thus secluded, its ridge (midway 
between the Jordan and Mediterranean) is readily defensible, an«l 
the lowlands along the rivers conduce to agriculture. Thus adapted 
to be the home of a secluded people, its position at the head of the 
Mediterranean was calculated to make its influence felt upon the 



92.] Natural History. 211 

three c<Atinents of the old world. 78. Bama (the same as 

Bamah; height) : A town in the tribe-territory of Bei^Jamln (Josh. 
18: 21, 25), six miles north of JeruBoIem, now in ruins. ■ 

70. Sidon (the same as Zidon; fishing) : A rich Pbcenician city on 
the Mediterranean about 60 miles north of the promontory of Mount 
Carrael, which, like Tyre, became greatly reduced. Its present 

population is 5,000. 80. Sodom: Bee 49. 81. Tyre 

{rock): A I^cBniclan metropolis on the Mediterranean, about 40 
miles north of the promontory of Mount CarmeL Its wealth and 
influence were great, but It became greatly reduced, and is now 
largely In ruins. 



n. NATURAL HISTORY. 

AmMALS. 

89. Am : The same as the modem ass. Used for riding (Matt. 
21: 7), ploughing (Deut. 22: 10), and transporting burdens (1 Bam. 

25: 18). 83. Camel: The chief Oriental beast of burden. 

Used for riding (Gen. 24: 64), for transporting burdens (Gen. 37: 

25), and for drawing vehicles (Isa. 21 : 7). 84. Dog: The 

same as the modem dog. Used by shepherds (Job 30: 1), and as 
guards of houses (Isa. 56 : 10). Never spoken of in Scripture in 
respect to its noble qualities, but frequently in terms of reproach 
(1 Bam. 17: 43; 2 Sam. 16: 0; 2 Ki. 8: 13). 85. Fox: Com- 
mon in Palestine; hurtfUl to vineyards (Song of Sol. 2 : 15); recog- 
nized in respect to its cunning (Ezek. 13: 4; Luke 13: 32). 
86. €k>at, ELid : The same as the modem goat ; used for sacrifice (I«v. 
8: 12), and for food (Deut. 14: 4; also their milk. Pro v. 27: 27). 

87. liocnsts: Several kinds were eaten (Lev. 11: 22). 

Stripped of their wings and legs, they were salted, and boiled or 

roasted. 88. Pigeon: See 98. 89. Serpent: The 

Bible use of this word usually fails to indicate the species intended. 

Its wisdom finds recognition (Matt. 10 : 16) . 90. Sheep, Bam, 

Uamb: Perhaps the serviceable domestic animal of the Bible ; used 

for sacriflce, for food, for their wool, and for their skins. 

91. Swine: Unclean and forbidden to the Israelites (Lev. 11: 7; 
Dent. 14: 8). '92. Turtle-dove: It and the pigeon (without 
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respect to particular 8x>eciefl) are made constantly admlssl'ble as a 
substitute for costlier animals for sacrifice. Mary the Mother of 

Jesus oflfercd such (Luke 2 : 22, 24>. '■ — 93. Tiper : A ppccics of 

snake; from its poisonous power, used figuratively of malignant per- 

sons (Matt. 3: 7). 94. Wolf: Common in Palestine in Dible 

times. Mentioned in respect to its ferocity (Qen. 49: 27), its prowl- 
ing by night (Jer. 5 : 6), and its havoc among sheep (John 10 : 12). 



VEGETABLES. 

95. Com: A term used for wheat, barley, spelt, and millet. 
96. "Fig : Common tn Palestine ; its tree, with the vine, a 



figure for the peace of the country (1 Ki. 4 : 25) ; pressed into cakes 
for preservation, and in that form a common article of food (1 Sam. 

25 : 18). 97. Grape : Common and luxuriant in Palestine 

(Num. 13: 23). The vineyards were generally on hills (Jer. 31 : 5), 
were walled or hedged in (Num. 22: 24; Matt. 21: 33), and were 
provided with a " tower" for the vine-dresser's residence (Isa: 1:8; 

Matt. 21: 33). 98. Lilyr The species of the Bible lily is not 

indicated. It was common (Matt. 6 : 28) and gorgeous (Matt. 6 : 29). 

99. *Oak (rather than "plain," in conjunction with Mamre 

and Moreh) : The teberinth tree. It has characteristics so akin to 

those of the oak, that the latter conveys a just general impression. 

100. Reed : In Matt. 27 : 48, a stalk of hyssop (John 19 : 

29). The nature of this plant has not been certainly determined. 

= — 101. Tares : Darnel, a plant much resembling wheat, the 

seed of which causes vomiting, and sometimes fatal convulsions* 
10/3. Wheat : The same as the modem wheat. 

NATURAL PRODUCTS. 

103. Balm: An article of commerce (Gkn. 87: 25; Ezek. 27: 
17) ; used as a present (Gen. 43: 11) ; of a healing nature (that from 
<3ilead, Jer. 8: 22). The product of a tree not certainly known. 

104. Frankincense: A vegetable resin, bright, brittle, 

bitter, used in the sacrificial service of the Israelites in a recipe for- 
bidden to be otherwise used (Ex. 30: 34-38). Sheba was one place 

whence it was brought (Isa. 60 : 6) . 105. Honey : Abundant in 

Palestine (Ex. 3: 8), and much used for food (2 Bam. 17: 29; 1 Kl. 
14: 3, etc.). In northern Arabia, bees are so numeroos, that hives 
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phased for them are flUed almost at once. 1 Sam. 14 : 25-27, and 
present facts, agree with the feasibility of Matt. 3 : 4 1. c. — -— . 
lOO. Myrrh : An element of the <'holy ointment" (Ez. SO: 23). 
Used as a perfume (Pa. 45 : 8) ; as a drug (Mark 15 : 23) ; as on Ingre- 
dient in embalming (John 19 : 39). Perhaps the same as the mod- 
em article. 107. Oil: Chiefly that of the olive. Used for 

food, as a medicine, for light, in the Levitical ceremonies, etc. — — — 
108. Pearl : The same as the modem pearl ; common in K. T. 
times. -«-— 109. Salt: Especially valnable in the worm climate 
of Palestine ; derived by its people from the abundant supplies on 

the southern shore of the Dead Sea. .110. Splcery : The gum 

of the tragacnnth. 111. Spongre: The same as the modem 

sponge, which has been used from early times. 112. Tino- 

Ipar : A sour wine, very acid (Prov. 10 : 2G), used a relish, particu- 
larly by laborers (Ruth 2 : 14). 113. Wine: A common 
product of Palestine, made from grapes. 



m. PERSONS. 

THE LEADING NAMES. 

The study of history is much aided by making a special study of its 
principal characters. It is hoped that special study will be nvide 
of the lives of the following persons : 

114. Noah (reai) : Son of Lamech, grandson of Methuselah, and 
tenth in descent irom Adam. His character secured Ood*s approval, 
be had the faith to conduct the enterprise of building the ark (Heb. 
11: 7), and received a covenant from Qod after the Flood. 
115* Abraham (father cf a multitude; as for as Gron. 17: 5, 
A.'bTBva, father of height) : The progenitor of the Hebrew race and 
of several Asiatic tribes. For the main events of his life, see a. — 
a. Division TI. ofGeu. (The Generations ofTerah^ Ocn. 11: 27), 
Gen. 11 : 27 to 25 : 11, Inclusive : 1. Abraham's antecedenl49 (ch. 11 : 
27-30) ; 2. His family migrates to Haran (ch. 11 : 31, 32) ; 3. His call 
and departure to Canaan (ch. 12 : 1-G) ; 4. God's promise, on Ms 
arrival, to give Canaan to his descendants; his altar to God (ch. 12: 
7-e) ; 6. His residence in Egypt (ch. 12 : 10-20) ; G. His return from 
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Egypt and Beparation firom Lot (ch. 13: 1-13); 7. His enlarged 
promise from Gt>d respecting Canaan and descendants (ch. 13: 14- 
18) ; 8. His defeat of the allied kings and contact with Melchizedek 
(ch. 14) ; 9. He receives the Covenant (ch. 15) ; 10. Bii-th of Ishmael 
(ch. 16) ; 11. The Covenant is sealed by new names, the promise 
of a son to Sarah, and the rite of circumcision (ch. 17) ; 12. He 
entertains angels and intercedes for Sodom (ch. 18); 13. Sin 
and destruction of the Cities of the Plain ; Lot's escai^ and later 
history (ch. 19); 14. Abraham's residence at Gerar (ch. 20); 15. 
Isaac bom; Ishmael dismissed; treaty with Abimelech (ch. 21); 
16. The command to offer. Isaac; tidings from Haran (ch. 22) ; 17. 
Death and burial of Sarah (ch. 23) ; 18. A wife provided for Isaac (ch. 
24) ; 19. Abraham marries, distributes his property, and dies at 175 

(ch. 25 : 1-11). 116. liOt (covering) : Son of Haran, Abraham's 

brother. His taking advantage of Abraham's generosity to choose 
the Plain of Jordan jed to his losing most of his fSeunily, and to his 

death after a disgraceful old age. 117. Isaac Xlaughter) : Son 

of Abraham and Sarah. He was miraculously bom ; his faith, as well 
as Abraham's, was tried on Mount Moriah; in his meditative spirit 
(Gen. 24: 63) and cheerful submission to misfortune (e.g., when 
mistreated by Abimelech and by Jacob), evidences of a noble char 
acter may be found ; glimpses of his domestic life show his frailties. 
— a. Division VIII. of Gen. {Th€ Oeneraiiona of Isaac, Gen. 25: 
19), Gen. 25: 19 to 35: 29, inclusive: 1. Birth of Esau and Jaco^ 
(ch. 25: 19.26); 2. Esau sells his birthright (ch. 25: 27-34); 3. The 
promise to Abraham is renewed to Isaac (ch. 26 : 1-5) ; 4. Isaac and 
Bebckah are protected by Abimelech (ch. 26 : 6-11) ; 5. Isaac is 
greatly prospered (ch. 26 : 12-17) ; 6. He re-opens and digs wells (ch. 
26: 18-22) ; 7. The promise is renewed (ch. 26 : 23-25) ; 8. He treats 
with Abimelech (ch. 26 : 26-33) ; 9. Marriage of Esau (ch. 26 : d4» 
85) ; 10. Esau is defhtuded of the patriarchal blessing by Jacob (ch. 
27); 11. Jacob's flight and dream at Bethel (ch. 28); Ifi. Jacob 
reaches Padan-aram; marries; his children are born; he prospers 
(chs. 29, 30) ; 13. Flight of Jacob from Padan-aram after two divine 
communications (ch. 31: 1-22); 14. Laban pursues, is reconoil^d, 
covenants with Jacob, and returns (ch. 31 : 22-55) ; 15. Jacob is met 
by angels, and, for fear of Esau, wrestles with the Angel at Penuel, 
where his name is changed to Israel (ch. 32) ; 16. He becomes recon-> 
died with Esau and returns to Canaan (ch. 33) ; 17. Relation of his 
family to their heathen neighbors (ch. 34) ; 18. By God's oommuid. 
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he ftUfillB at Bethel the vow vbich be had first made there, receives 
a renewal of tbe promise, loses Rachel by death, and takes up his 
residence at Hebron (ch. 35 : 1-27) ; 19. lBaac*s death at 180 (ch. 35 : 

28, 29). 118. £8aa (.hairy): Elder son of Isaac and Be- 

bekah, and progenitor of the Edomltes. 119. Jacob (9up. 

planter) t Israel {prince with God) : Younger son of Isaac and 
Bebekah. His life is outlined under 117a and 119a. —a. Division 
X. of Gen. (The Generations of Jacob, ch. 87: 2), Gen. chs. 37 to 
60 inclusive : 1. Joseph Is hated by his brethren (ch. 87 : 1-11) ; 2. 
Is sold by them into Egypt (ch. 37 : 12-28, 36) ; 8. Jacob, deceived 
oonceming his fate. Is inconsolable (ch. 87 : 29-35) ; 4. Borne account 
of Judah and his fiunily (ch. 38) ; 5. Joseph is advanced by his 
master whom God prospers (ch. 39: 1-6); 6. Ho is UAJustly im- 
prisoned (ch. 39 : 7-20) ; 7. He is advanced in prison, and gives the 
true interpretation of the dreams of two of Pharaoh*8 officers (ch. 
80: 21-23; ch.40); 8. He interprets Pharaoh's dreams (ch. 41 : 1-36); 
0. He is made ruler of Egypt (ch. 41 : 87-46) ; 10. His precautions 
against the famine (ch. 41 : 47-49) ; 11. His children are bom (ch. 41 : 
50-52) ; 12. The famine sets in (ch. 41 : 63-57) ; 13. Upon the descent 
into Egypt of ten of Jacob's sons to buy com, Simeon is held as 
hostage for the bringing of BcE(jamin (ch. 42) ; 14. Upon the descent 
of the remaining nine with Bci\jamin, Simeon is released and the 
brothers dine with Joseph, who places them according to age and 
gives Bci^amin a five-fold portion (ch. 43) ; 15. Joseph, having 
arranged that his silver cup shall be placed in Bei^jamin's sack, and 
proposing (it being foimd there) to hold Benjamin as a slave, Judah 
makes a touching address and ofibrs to stay in his stead (ch. 44) ; 16. 
Joseph, convinced of the Improved character of his brethren, makes 
himself known, invites the family to Egypt, and sends presents to 
Jacob (ch. 45) ; 17. Jacob removes into Egypt (ch. 46) ; 18. Jacob 
and five of the sons are presented to Pharaoh and settle in Goshen, 
where they prosper (ch. 47: 1-12, 27) ; 19. Joseph's policy in the dis- 
tribution of com (ch. 47 : 13-26) ; 20. Jacob arranges respecting his 
burial (ch. 47 : 28-31) ; 21. He adopts Joseph's (foreign-bom) sons, 
and gives them his blessing (ch. 48) ; 22. Jacob blesses his sons and 
dies at 147 (ch. 49) ; 23. His burial (ch. 60 : 1-13) ; 24. Joseph anew 
forgives his brethren, arranges for his burial, and dies at 110 (ch. 50 : 

14-26). 120. Joseph {he shall add) : Son of Jacob and Ba- 

chel. For his story, see under 119a. — a. Joseph's policy with . 
his brethren : Due to the purpose of testing their characters. X' 
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they were not better men, be could not prudently invite the family 
to Egypt, and he might exercise a power over them which would be 
salutary ; but if they were good men, his policy would prove it, and 
free him from anxiety. — b. The removal of the laraelitea to 
Eg^rpt subserved three great purposes : 1. It brought them into 
surroundings favorable to their rapid increase; 2. It prepared the 
way for a mighty and ever memorable and inspiring deliverance ; 3. 
It brought tliem into contact with a largely civilized nation, wh^cb 
was good for them, and which has left definite memorials of theic In 

profane history. 121. Herod (the Great) : King of Judea 

B.C. 37 to B.C. 4. He aimed to conciliate the Jews, and to flatter 
Rome. lie built and decorated cities In the interests of Rome, and 
greatly improved the Temple to please the Jews. lie was bitterly 
cruel* He caused the death ' of tiis wife's father, her grandfather, 
her young brother (causing him to be drowned as if by accident 
while bathing), herself, her two sons, and her mother. " I would 
rather be Herod's pig than his son ", said Augustus of him. He was 
seized with a fatal illness at about the time when he must have 

ordered the Massacre of the Innocents. 122. Joaeph : The 

hnsband of Mary the Mother of Jesus. He must have been much 
her senior, and probably died much earlier than she. He was ** a 

just man" (Matt. 1: 19). 123. Mary (the Mother of 

Jesus) : Marked especially by a wise reticence (Luke 2: 19), and by 

strong, symmetrical piety. 194. John the Baptist: The 

last and greatest of the prophets (Matt. 11 : 10-14) ; bom in accord- 
ance with prophecy (Mark 1 : 1-3; Isa. 40: 3; Mai. 3:1), and with 
miraculous attendant circumstances (Luke 1 : 6-25, 36-44, 67-80) ; by 
divine direction (Luke 1 : 6), a Nazarite (Num. 6: 1-21) from birth; 
until *' his showing unto Israel ", a hermit in the wilderness west of 
the Dead Sea (Luke 1: 80; 3: 2). There prepared, he came forth 
with a moral fire which kindled Palestine. In the midst of his 
success, Herod Antlpas imprisoned and slew him. 125. Ju- 
das : One of the Twelve, who betrayed Christ. His motive may 
have been : 1. Desire for money; 2. Desire to push Christ into a more 
decisive outward policy (presuming that, being betrayed, Christ 
would resist) ; 3. A slowly growing hostility which now riixsned.. 

The last view seems the most reasonable. 120. * Pontius 

Pilate : Roman governor of Jodsa bI the time of Christ's death. 
He wished to treat Clhrist rightly, but feared to incur the hostility of 
^■he Jews. He specially feared this bei^ause his own course had beoa 
imeworthy. 
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THE SUBORDrN'ATE NAMES. 



If37« Abel (tranMtorineia) : Second eon of Adam* 188« 

Abtmelech (father of the king) : 1. King of Gerar in the time 
of Abraham; 2. Another king of. Gerar in the time of Isaac. 
129. Adam: The first man; so called from the earth ("Ada- 

mah**) from which he was taken. 130. Aner {boy): See 

15J8.-— — 131. Archelaus {ruler of the people) : Bon of Herod 
the Great. Inherited (B.C. 4) a part of his father's poAsesflions, in- 
dnding Judaea. As he qnly received the title of Ethnarch, did 
reign (Matt. 2: 22) must he used loosely .(compare tetrarch and 
Jeingi Matt. 14: 1, 9). He inherited his father's vicea and was de- 
posed A.D. 7. — '■ — 182. Asenath (devoted to neither) : Joseph's 
Egyptian wife. [Bar>jona : See 167.] 133. * Benja- 
min (eon of the right hand) : Son of Jacob and Rachel, the young- 
est of the twelve sons. • 134. * Bera (snccessor of ; wicked) : 
Bera, king of Sodom (Gen. 14:. 2), having been slain by the allied 
kings (Gen. 14: 10), it is with his Immediately installed successor 
that Abraham comes in contact (Gen. 14: 17).——— 135. BilUah 
(baeJ^dneas t) : Rachel's handmaid, the mother of Dan and Naph- 
taii. 136. Cain (poeseasUm) : First son of Adam. [Ca- 
naan: See 144a.] See 137. Chedorlaomer (handful of 

sheaves t ) : King of Elam in Abraham's time. 138. £lias (the 

Bam6 as Elijah ; my Ood is Jehovah) : The prophet who brought the 
priests of Baal to trial in Ahab's reign. — ^ t^ The Idea of his Sec** 
ond Coming^ : Derived from Mai. 4 : 6. Christ endorses such a view 
(Matt. 17: 11, 12), but not the outward spirit in which the Jews 

conceived it. 139. Eliezer (my God ia my help) : Abraham's 

chief servant. 140. £phraiui (double fruitfalneaa) : Jo- 
seph's second son. 141. £saiaB (the same as Iftalah; Jeho- 

f>ah*s help) : The. chief Messianic prophet. 142. £shcol (clua- 

ter) : See 162. 143. * Eve (living) : The first woman ; so 

called as mother of all living (Gen. S: 20). 144. Ham 

(swarthy) : Probably Noah's second son. — a. Canaan (humbled) : 
Ham's fourth son, cursed by Noah. 146. Haran (mountain- 
eer): Terah's third son, father of Lot. 146. James (the 

Apostle) : Son of Zcbedee, and brother of John, slain by Herod 

Agiippa I. (Acts 12: 2), spring, A.D. 44. 147. Japhetl& 

(widely extended) : A son of Noah, whose descendants settled Asia 
Minor and Europe. ■ 148. Jeremias or Jeremy (the aar^ 
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M Jeremiah ; toAom the Lord establUhea) : The author of" Jet^miah ^ 

and "Lamentations". 149. John (the Apostle): Son of 

Zebedee, and brother of James. lie survived to extreme agb. — — — 
150. Jndah (jmzUe) : Son of Jacob and Leah, and fourth son of 

the Ikmily. 151. Machir {sold) : The eldest son of Manas- 

seh. 152. Mamre {fatness, strength) : Mamre, Eshcol and 

Aner were three brothers, Amorites, with whom Abraham formed 
8 (probably defensive) alliance. It was after Mamre, that the 

"Plain" (Oaks) of Mamre was called. 153. Manasseh 

{forgetting. Gen. 41: 51): Joseph's eldest son. 154. * Mat- 
thew : Also called Levi (Luke 5 : 27-29) ; a publican called to be 

one of the Apostles, and the writer of the Oospel of Matt. 155. 

Melchizedek {king of rightetmsneJis) : King of Salem, to whom 

Abraham paid tithes. 156. Moses (droum, Ex. 2: 10): The 

emancipator and law-giver of the Israelites, and author of the 

Pentateuch. 157. Peter {rock), Simon {hearer), Bar- 

Jona {son of Jonas) : Brother of Andrew, and the leading member 

of the" original Twelve. 158. Pharaoh {the king) : The 

uniform name of the Egyptian kings. The Pharaoh of Joseph 
is supposed to have belonged to the XVth "shepherd" dynasty, 

which ruled over Lower Egypt, with Memphis as capital. 

159. Petiphar {belonging to the sun) : The chief of Pharaoh's 

executioners, whose slave Joseph became. 160* Potipherah 

{belonging to the sun) : The priest of On (39) , whose son-in-law 

Joseph became. 161. Rachel (a ewe) : A wife of Jacob, and 

mother of Joseph and Bcpjamin. 162. Renben {behold a 

son) : Son of Jacob and Leah, Jacob's first-born child. 163. 

Sarai {contentioits) : Wife of Abraham, and mother of Isaac, 
before whose birth her name was changed to Sarah {princess; 
Q«n. 17: 15). 164. Shem {name): Noah's eldest son, pro- 
genitor of the Shemitic peoples. [Simon : See 157.] 

165. Solomon {peacejiil): Son of David and Bath-sheba, the 
youngest of his sons, and heir of his crown. His reign was the 

most glorious in the history of the Israelites. 166. Terah 

{delay) : The father of Abraham, who, with his family, migrated 

from Ur to Haran, and died in the latter place. [Zaphnath- 

paaneah {revealer of a secret f) : The Egj-ptian name given Joseph 

(Ocn. 41 : 45).] 167. Ze1>edee {Jehovah*s gift) : A Oalllean 

fisherman, husband of Salome, and father of James and John the 

Apostles. 168. Zilpah {dropping): Leah's handmaid, the 

- 'her of Gad and Asher. 
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IT. ASPECTS OF GENESIS. 

169. t The Creation : Bespeqtlng the scientific difficnlties sup- 
posed to attend the Mosaic account of the Creation, observe : 1. That 
between w. l* 8, v. 2 appears to refer to a formative condition of 
matter, after its creation ; 2. That the creative days indicate a 
progress from lower to higher in the later creative work ; 3. That the 
Mosaic account is of a singularly cfear and mqjestic tone, especially 
as compared with heathen traditions on the subject. — ■ — 1 70. f The 
Fall : The essentials of this narrative are : 1. The primitive purity 
of the human heart; 2. That sin entered it by man's fault; 3. That 

it will be overthrown (Gen. 2: 16). 171. f The Flood: The 

essentials of this catastrophe have many traditions outside the 
Bible in their support. To one who realizes the awfbl nature of 
sin, its prodigious power over the inexperienced (which was the con- 
dition of the Antediluvians), and the need of maintaining righteous- 
ness in the world, such a judgment, by a miracle-working God, 
will not seem incredible. The extent and details of the account 
are minor points, beside these essentials. — a. Rainbow (Gen. 9: 
12-16) : It bad probably appeared before, but now had this memorial 
office assigned to it. Some suppose that it now first appeared. 

172. t The Covenants : Especially in the case of Noah 

and of Abraham, but also in other almost as striking instances, 
GK>d's condescension in binding himself like a man is to be noted, 

and worked out in thought. 173. jThe Invasion of the 

Allied Kings : The first war recorded in the Bible. Observe 
the symptoms which it betrays, of race movements at about 
this time. Abraham may have been somewhat stimulated to his 

migration by this spirit of his age. 174. f The Bestmction 

of the Cities of the Plain : The same principle as operated 
in causing the Flood (171) operated here; but this, event was 
to be a special and ever memorable warning (hence God's con- 
fiding it to Abraham that it might the more strongly impress 

bim). 176. tThe Command to Offer Isaac: View this 

event in these lights: 1. The very rudimentary way in which, as 
yet, the religious education of the world could be carried on; 
2. The effort of God to develop in Abraham a man of monument U 
faith, which this trial, after his long and varied earlier trials, would 
render tried and certain (now I knotOt Gen. 22: 12). 176. 
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t The liOnspeTity of the Early Men : Consider : 1. The fresh- 
seas of the race ; 2. The nnexcited life of those times ; 8. The value 
to the race, in the ahsence of enlarged experience and histructlon, of 

living memorials reaching back over centuries. 177. fThe 

Famines : That of Egypt was probabl}' due to the failure of the 
Kile to make its usually high iiiiuidation (instances are on record 
in which famines liave been so caused). In general, there was less 
tendency to keep provisions in store than now; and Oricntil famines, 
even in this century, are not rare. 178» t Special Manifes-. 

tations of God : The number and variety of the divine manifesta- 
tions of the O. T. lessons should evoke special study of them. Re- 
member, in it, that the human mind needed, in matter-of-fact ways, 
to have the fact, power, and glory of the divine existence impressed 

upon it. 179. tl>read of Seeing God : In Gen.. 28: 17; 

82 : 80, traces of what became, later, a very firmly fixed terror, are to 
be found. Bee Judges 6 : 22, 23; 13 : 22; Ex. 33 : 20. 



V. ASPECTS OF CHKIST'S LIFE. 

niS COMING. 

180. fDate: The present method of reckoning time (B.C. and 
A.D.) was devised in the sixth century. It made A.D. 1 coincide 
with the year of Rome 754. This was too late : 1. Herod the Great 
died in the year of Rome 750~or 751, and Christ was bom before his 
death. 2. Christ was 30 in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Csesar 
(Luke 3: 23, 1), who became associated in the government with 
Augustus in the year of Rome 765. Hence Clirist was 30 in the 
year of Rome (765 -f 15) 780, and was born in 750, or B.C. 4, per- 
haps in December, B.C. 6. 181. f Genealogy : Matthew and 

Luke each give a genealogy. They differ. Various methods of expla- 
nation have been presented, none of them altogether unobjectionable. 
The best, and upon the whole a reasonable one, appears to be : 1. 
That they are both the genealogies of Joseph (Mary being probably 
of the same descent) ; 2. That Matthew's briefer one is his legal 
gincalogy as heir to David's throne ; 3. That Luke's fuller one is hi« 

real genealogy. 182. f Birth. It was to be expected from 

O. T. representations that Christ would be both divine and human. 
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The Jews held that he would he human until he assumed his office at 
maturity. That idea was artificial. The essential point about his 
birth is that he was so' born that he was in his very essence at once 

and inseparably divine and human (Matt. 1: 18; Luke 1: 35). 

183. t Attendant Miraculous Facts. The event would need 
to be almost in secret, for, if the world knew it, the Child's life 
would be In danger, and he would be too much in the public gaze 
to develop healthfully. But so great on event demanded its divine 
manifestations. There were four classes of them : 1. To his family 
and kindred, dreams and angelic visions to prepare them for theii 
close relation to him ; 2. To the Shepherds (devout peasants of Ju- 
daea) an angelic symphony; 3. To Simeon and Anna (representa- 
tives of the devout in higher circles), a communication from the 
Holy Ghost; 4. To the Wise Men (devout heathen), a star and a 

dream. 184. f Star in the !East : 1. This may have been 

only an inward impression on the Wise Men (which is improbable) ; 
2. Or a luminous body within the limits of the atmosphere (which 
their science might well teach them not so highly to revere) ; 3. 
Or some aspect of the veritable stars (which would be most digni- 
fied, and most in keeping with their science). 185. f^Vise 

Men from the £ast : Followers of the religion of Zoroaster, from 

Chaldeea. • 180. f Flight into Egypt : An event calculated 

to arouse in both the parents a new seriousness and sense of respon- 
sibility for their child. The historical associations would be espe- 
cially impressive. IS"?, f Massacre of the Innocents : As 

Bethlehem had only about 2,000 inhabitants, the number of infants 
would not be large ; and Ilerod's blood-thirsty life, and great apti- 
tude for secrecy, may well account for the fact, and for the silence 
of history respecting It. 

PRKLBmsrAEIES TO HIS MENISTRY. 

188. t Sorroundings in Childhood and Youth. Notice in 
them : 1. The disreputablcness of Kazareth (John 1 : 46) ; 2. Pov- 
erty (Matt. 13: 55; Luke 9: 58); 3. A large circle of brothers and 
tisters (Matt. 13: 55, 66); 4. Lack of opportunities (John 7: 15); 

o. Toil (Mark 6: 3). 189. f Inner Development: It is 

necessary to suppose that he was not conscious of his divinity till 
tlie time of his ministry approached. Otherwise he could not have 
developed healthfully, his interview with the Doctors (Luke 2 : 64) 



222 Dictionary. [190- 

would haTe been a form, and his elnlesa yonth would have been leM 

human virtue than divine strength. 100. f Hie Age at Be- 

glimingr his Ministry: He was baptized at 30 (Luke 3:22, 23). 
This age the Jews regarded the proper one for euteriag on religious 

work. 101. t How John Prepared the Way : John's 

work prepared the popular mind to welcome Christ, by inf^ing into 
it a new earnestness and spiritual strength. Hence, in part, Christ's 
great popularity until the rulers set themselves against him. But 
John's work seems also to have set in motion in Christ's mind that 
line of thought in reference to the Messianic hopes which caused 
him to recognize himself as the Messiah. —~— 10/9. t Christ's 
Baptism; three testimonies to him: With this recognition 
forming itself within him, he presented himself for baptism : not that 
he needed the cleansing from sin which that rite implied; but that 
he would, as a man, have part in the moral quickening of his time, '^ 
and bear his full share in religious rites like a man (similarly he 
kept the passover, paid tribute, etc.). This response to the moral 
quickening around him, and this rite which fulfilled his course of 
obedience as a man, led the way to three testimonies to him : 1. 
John's, as the predicted Forerunner; 2. The Holy Ghost's, who then 
descended upon him to abide with him ; 8. God the Father's, who 
with audible voice acknowledged Christ's sonshlp, and his compla- . 

cency in him. 103. f The Temptation : Christ was tempted : 

1. To use his miraculous power to free himself from the trials of an . 

eartlly life; 2. To do a presumptuous deed; 3. To receive the world 
by worshiping Satan ; i.e., probably, by allying himself with this 
world's powers. The temptations were with respect to the use of 
power, and involved the taking of permanent positions in respect to 
the character of his work. 

HIS MINISTRY. 

104. fits Duration: It extended from early in A J). 27 to 
April, A.D 30. 105. t Its Periods and Territory : Exclu- 
sively Palestine. Chie'fly Galilee. During A.D. 29 his plain words 
at Jerusalem and in Galilee made him enemies. ThenceforUi he 

was watched until his death. 106. t Its Character : It 

consisted of: I. Deeds, especially miracles, which showed his 
divine power, his benevolent spirit, and the need of the world for 
him; n. Teachings, which broke up current erroneous thinking, 1 

■' I 
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laid down some principles of liis Kingdom, and, in the special inti* 
macy with the Disciples, infused into them something of himself. 
197» tits Special Attitudes: I. He found the hearts of 
children; n. Ue moved women; m. He hroke Jewish exclusive- 
ness, and approached foreigners (the Syrophenician woman, the 
Samaritans); IV. The unfortunate particularly moved him (espe- 
cially lepers and demoniacs) ; V. He sought and saved the vile. 

Any thing like such attitudes was uncommon in his time. 198* 

t Sermon on tlie Mount: Prohahly delivered at one time and 
place (on a mountain in Galilee; which one does not appear). — 
a. Analysis : I, The Character, BleasedneM and Dignity of ChrisVt 
JHaciplea (ch. 6: 3-10). //. The Importance and Searching Nature 
Cif Vie Law (ch. 6: 17-48). 1. General Statement (w. 17-20). 2. 
Six niustrations : (1.) The law of murder (w. 21-26); (2.) The 
law of adultery (w. 27-30) ; (3.) The law of divorce (w. 31, 32) ; 
(4.) The kiw of oaths (w. 33-37) ; (5.) The law of retaliation (w. 
88^42) ; (6.) The law of love and hatred (w. 43-48). ///. The JHe- 
ciplea Warned against Ilypocriay (ch. 6: 1-18). 1. The General 
Warning (v. 1). 2. Three Illustrations: (1.) Almsgiving (w. 2-4); 
(2.) Prayer (w. &-15) ; (3.) Fasting (w. ld-18). IV. The Entire 
Dedication of the Heart to God (ch. 6: 19-34). 1. With respect to 
Earthly Good (w. 19-24). 2. With respect to Earthly Care (w. 
25-34). r. The Treatment Due to Othere (ch. 7: 1-12). 1. A 
Judging Spirit Forbidden (w. 1-6). 2. A Discriminating Spirit 
Bequired (v. 6). 3. (a.) In view of the mercies of God (w. 7-11), 
(b.) The Golden Rule laid down (v. 12). VL Solemn Conclusion 
of the Diecouree (ch. 7: 13-27). 1. Warning against the Broad 
Boad (w. 13, 14). 2. Warning against False Teachers (w. 15-20). 
8. Warning against a Spurious Religious Life (vv. 21-23). 4. The 
Respective Results of an Effectual and Ineffectual Hearing of C!hrist's 

words (w. 24-27). f 109. The Transflgrnratlon : This 

display of Christ's glory, and communion on his part with the sky, 
were designed especially to prepare himself and the disciples for the 
trying closing months. 

THE CLOSING THINGS. 

SOO. t Passion Week: a. Saturday: Supper at Bethany.— 
1). Sunday : Triumphal Entry, visit to the Temple, return to Beth- 
any. — c. Monday : Christ curses the fig tree, cleanses the Temple 
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rctnrns to Bethany. — d. Tuesday: Dlsconncs on faith, raecta the 
attvmpts of bis enemies to ensnare him in his tallc, fureteiU the 
destruction of Jerusalem. — e. Wednesday : Seclusion at Bethany. 
— f. Thursday : TIjo Passover, Lord's Supper, agony, betrayal; 
Christ is in his enemies' hands through the night. — g, Friday: 
lie is condemned, crucified and buried. ■' >M)1. f Gethsemane ; 
Notice Christ's yearning for human help ; his greater yearning for 
divine help, and his triumph owing to it. The agony did for his 

death, what the Temptation did for his life.. 1602, fThe 

Trial : With the Jewish leaders the aim was to arrange a verbal 
case against him (blasphemy) ; with Pilate, to do right, with the 

qualification that, in any case, he must please the Jews. 

203. fTlie Crucifixion : The usual method was to nail the hands 
and the feet, but to cause a peg, passing under the body, to sustain 
most of the weight. Christ's agony appears to have been spiritual, 
far more than physical. lie died long before the thieves, and with 
phenomena which lead Christian physicians to the view that his 
heart was rent with inner anguish. 204. fThe Resur- 
rection : The accounts of details vary. Being made from inde- 
pendent sources, this is natural, considering the great agitation in 
which (first from sorrow, and then from intense delight) the wit* 

ncsses must have been. 205. t After the Ilesurrection : 

Christ remained in the world long enough, by his fomiilur and 
tender apparitions, to bring the disciples' minds into a state of 
belief, and into a sense of him as a spiritual existence. 1 CSor. 15: 
3-8, gives an admirable summaiy of Christ's appearances, which, 
from sucli causes as those indicated under 204, are narrated by the 
Evangelists in a way which is somewhat conAislng. 



VI. SUPERNATURAL EXISTENCES. 

ITie lessons of the year have brought out plainly the three Persons 
of the Trinity, and the main truths about the heavenly ELingdom 
and world. 

20G. God the Father : Under various names. In the O. T., 
notice that where ** Lord " is printed in small capitals (LoilD) it 
stands for " Jehovah ". In the K. T. lessons, Ood as Father, as 
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the Boavee of all power, and u him to whom Chrlrt opens the way* 

has been bnmght out. %01, God the Son : The prbioipal 

names appUed to him» have been : "Lord"» " Son »,*< Christ '' (his 
ofScial name), "Jesus" (his human nimie), " King of the Jews'% 
"Governor". That he is one with (jK>d, and yet has a separate 
personaiity, has been made very clear by the lessons. — *— ^ 
808. Ckkl tlie Holy Ghost : In Gen. 1 : 2, the energizing power 
of matore; In Matt. 3: 16, abundantly shed forth on Christ; in 
the passages parallel to the lessons in Matt., brought out with great 
clearness.— —S09. Angrels: Brought out with great distinctness 
hi Gen. and in Matt., as the servants of Grod, his messengers, min- 
isters to men, assistants at Uie Judgment, etc. SIO. Satan : 

As Devil, Tempter, Evil One, etc., clearly brought out in G^. and 
Matt. He introduces sin into the world (Gen. 3: 1; Matt. 1$: 28), 
tempts men, etc. — a. His Angels : Satan, like God, has his 
servants, the followers of his leadj^rship (Matt. 25: 41). 
811. Kingdom of Heaven : Matt, is full of the doctrine that 
God has a Kingdom, an organized and growing body in the world. 
— a* Ita Complete Triamph: Matt, is also full of the truth 
that the Kingdom will reach a glorious consuipmation, when all its 
enemies will be overthrown. Matt. 13: 24-30, 37-43; 25: 31-46 are 
especially so. 812. Heaven : After the triumph of the King- 
dom in this world, the everlasting blessedness of Heaven will, ae- 

eording to the teachings of the lessons, succeed. 213. Hell : 

But as Satan has a Kingdom, so when it has been completely con- 
quered, according to the lessons, its everlasting doom will succeed. 
BeUftrtt and other such symbols, set this forth. 
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814. t" Accommodation*': The N. T. writers use passages 
from the O. T., sometimes in senses which, to their origln#l readers, 
they could not have borne. This method of citation is called '* Ac- 
commodation '*. It rests on the principle that the O. T. actors and 
speakers, while living out their own lives, foreshadowed (often 
tmconsciously) the greater events and principles of the coming 
Kingdom of Christ (Luke 24 : 27). Instances of " Accommodation " 
arc: Matt. 2: 15, 18; and, in some degree. Matt. 8: 8; 27: 43, 46. 
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— 215. t Classes among: the Jews : a. Pharisees : This 
class had its origin in mnch such a desire as that of the Puritans, 
viz., a yearning for a hetter religious life. They attended to form 
so much, that, in Christ's time, many of them had lost the spirit of 
holiness and were hypocritical and unscrupulous. — b. Saddacees? 
This class was animated more hy the spirit of noorality and of 
reason. In opposition to the Pharisees, they contended against 
Jewish tradition. They regarded the Five Books of Moses as alone 
in the highest degree hinding. From the almost complete silence of 
these books respecting the Aiture life, they may have been led to 
their denial of the resurrection (Acts 23: 8). — c. Scribes: These 
were those religiously educated and trained, particularly in the Jew- 
ish law. From them came most of the Jews who were prominent in 
religious things. — d. £lders : Originally, the heads and rulers of 
the people. In great degree, in Matt., the members of Sanhedrim, the 
highest ecclesiastical body among the Jews. — e. Chief Priests: 
Those who had been, or were, High Priests. — f. Publicans: 
Those who took contracts for collecting taxes for Rome. Many 
would exact more than was due (Luke 3: 12, 13), and keep it. 
Hence their unpopularity. 216. f Contemporaneous His- 
tory : a. O. T. Only with the time of Abraham do the O. T. lea- 
sons reach a time when there is contemporaneous history. From 
his time to Joseph's, Egypt was the foremost nation. At about this 
period Egypt was seized by foreign "shepherd kings", who ruled 
with more or less tyranny. Monument building was at nearly a 
stand-still during their supremacy. Their kings bore the usual title 
of " Pharaoh ". In Asia, at this time, there were various migratory 
movements (something of the spirit of which, the Patriarchs may 
have had). — b. N. T .: The N. T. lessons cover the period from B.C. 
4 to A.D. 30. Roman Emperors : C»sar Augustus (until A.D. 14) ; 
Tiberius Cassar (A.D. 14-37) . During Christ's infancy, Herod (121) 
and Archelaus (131) were kings of Judaea; during his ministry, 
Pilate was Procurator (A.D. 26-36). This was the Gk>lden Age of 
Roman literature. Virgil died B.C. 19; Horace, B.C. 8; Ovid, 17 
A.D. ; Livy, 18 A.D. The Roman Empire was growing in outward 

splendor, but its demoralization was going rapidly forward. 

iS17. Demoniacal Possession : Aggravated Insanity, to whleh 
domination by evil spirits ^^as added. At the spiritual crisis of the 
world at which Christ appeared (Gkil. 4: 4), SaUn had a peculiarly 
malignant power. Hence Christ's especial pains to cast out many 
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deTil0» which was the clear sign of his power over them (Matt. 12 : 

29). 218. Dream: Action of Bensation and imagination in 

sleep, while the judgment slnmbers. Once aroused, the imagination 
goes on forming all sorts of creations. It deriyes them from memory, 
from others (a whisper in a sleeper's ears often causes a dream), or 
from Qod's Spirit. The Scripture recognizes ordinary dreams (e.g., 
lea. 29: 8), and dreams in which God especially acts on the mind 

.(e.g., Matt. 2: 12). 219. f Genesis: The first hook of 

Moses. It consists of an Introduction (ch. 1 ; ch. 2 : 1-8), and of ten 
divisions, upon the History [generations] of: L The Heavens and 
the Earth (ch. 2: 4-4: 26); 11. Adam (ch. 5: 1-6: 8); in. Noah 
(ch. 6 : 9-9 : 29) ; IV. Noah's sons (ch. 10 : 1-11 : 9) ; V. Shem (ch. 
11 : 10-26) ; VI. Terah (ch. 11 : 27-25 : 11) : VH. Ishmael (ch. 25 : 12- 
18) ; Vni. Isaac (ch. 25 : 19-ch. 35) ; IX. Esau (ch. 36) ; X. Jaooh 
(chs. 87-50). On the contents of the Introduction and Division I., 
see " Connection '*, p. 114; of Divisions U., HI., "Connection**, p. 
124; of Division IV., "Connection**, p. 127; of Division VI., 115a; 
of Division Vm., 117a ; of Division X., 119a. 220. f Mat- 
thew's Gospel : The first of the Four Gospels, dwelling especially 
upon Christ's life as fulfilling prophecy. Matt, is analyzed under 

"Connection** in the various lessons of Quarters I., n. 221. 

t Measures: a. Lengrth : Cubit, about 18 inches; mile, one mile 
and 426 feet. — b. Capacity: Bushel t about one peck. — c. Time: 
The hours (Matt. 27: 45^ 46), are reckoned from sunrise. 
222. t Money : Farthing, Uiree-fourths of an English farthing ; pieces 
of silver, generally the shekel (2 shillings, 6 pence). 223. Par- 
able : A narrative designed to convey a truth. For Christ*s explana- 
tion of the use of the parables, see Matt. 13 : 10-17. 224. Syn- 

ttgogne (assembly) : A place for reading the Scripture, ezhortationf 
and prayer. They originated during the Captivity, and might be 

found, in Christ's time, wherever there were Jews. 225. Ten&- 

ple : Built by Solomon ; destroyed at the Captivity ; rebuilt after the 
Captivity; largely rebuilt by Herod the Great. It stood on Mount 

Moriah (see 68). 226. Vision : Perception in an elevated and 

unusual state of the senses. Different from a dream, in that more 

than the imagination is exercised. 227. Words Havinff a 

Relig^ioas Use : a. Ijaw : Used : 1. Of the ceremonial and moral 
law; 2. In a larger sense, of all the requirements of righteousness.— 
b. Righteousness : Used : 1. Of absolute rightness (Acts 10 : 86) ; 
2. Of the state of being approved by God as right, through fidth 



[| 



228 DictionaTy. [228. 

(Bom. 4: 8).— c. Repentance {bending 6<idfc): The turning of 
the soul from sin, generally involying sorrow, but always tme hatred 
ind forsaking of sin. — d. Baptism : The ceremonial law f^quirod 
many washings in token of pnilficaUon (Heb. 9 : 10). John adopted 
the familiar symbol as a sign of penitence. When the Chnrch was 
ibmidcd it became the sacrament of admission to the Church (Acts 
2: 88, 41). ~e. Disciple {learner) : Used: 1. Of Christ's immediate 
followers; 2. Of his followers in spirit (Acts 21: 16). — f. Cross: 
For its use, see 203. Applied figoratlTely to the trials of the Chris- 
tian life (Matt. 16 : 24). — gf. Prophesy (verb) : Used : 1. Of foretell- 
ing events (John 11 : 61 ; the especial function of the O. T. prophets) ; 

2. Of authoritative teaching (1 Cor. 14: 1; ICatt. 7: 22). 

228. Words nsed in Special Senses : a. Amen : A word of 
strong affirmation (Matt. 6: 13; 28: 20), frequently translated 
*Terily'. — Ik Brother: Used: 1. Of one's fellow-oountrjrmen 
(Matt. 6: 47) ; 2. Of one's fellow-disciples (Luke 22: 32).— e. Hea- 
then : Used (as also "Oentiles", Matt. 6: 32) of those not Jews 
(Matt. 6: 7). — d. Hypocrite: Used especially of those whose 
religion was largly a pretense, as, notably, many of the Pharisees 
(Matt. 6: 2, 6; 23: 14.— e. iMvr, Prophets: Used of the entire 
O. T. (Matt. 6: 17), which consisted of legislation coi^oined with 
teaching and prediction (227g). — f* Mammon {richee) : A 
Chaldce word nsed in personification of wealth or gain (Matt. 6 : 24). 
— ST. Neighbor: Used: 1. Of fellow-Israelites (Lev. 19: 18), and, 
hence, of those near to one ; 2. Of one's fellow-men (so interpreted 
by Christ, Luke 10 : 2(^87). 
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